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ORIGIN AL COMMUNICATIONS.

ART. XVL—0un discase of tie supa-renal capsules. witi e wuse. By
D.Co MacCavnew, M., MR.C.R. T, Prefessor of Clineal Sur-
gery, MeGull Collegze. Phvsician to the Montreal General 1los-
pital, &e.

The thymus e'and was, with sreat honesty, very properly termed by
Joseph ranek, the corpus tncoraprehiensdivle.  Nor is it the only organ in
the body to which the term s anpdiealle,  The fanctivns of these oiher
bodics “.ulied to the thymus, ineluding with Eckert the pituctory gland,
which ave known as the vaseulvr ur ductless glwds, are apparently as
little understood by anthoritics in Lysivlogy nrow as ever they were.
And this, notwithstanding the repeated invesiigations of eareful and
talented observers.  As regards the snpra-renal or atrabiliary capsules,
so diverse are the ~tutements maede by diderent anatomists and phy-
siologists eoncerning their structure and functions, they wonld appear
tobe peculiarly entitled to the appellation of incomprehensible bodies.
These eapsules or glands are small, flattened, triangular bodies, which
vary coasiderably m size in diffevent individuals. They ordinarily
measure, however, about one inch and a half in height; an inch in
width, and from one to two lines in thickuess., The weight of each is
from one totwo drachms. According to Rokitansky they are occasion-
ally deficient, especially when there is a deficiency in cther organs
also ; they are generally present when one kidney is absent; and the
fusion which so often ozeurs in the kidneys, is not found to take place
inthem. ¢ Accessory supra-renal capsules, indicaling an apparent ex-
cess of development, are of frequent occurrence., Several flattened
:accessary supra-renal capsules are then found in the renal and solar
iplexuses, and on the ganglia of the latter, varying in size from a millet
ior hemp-secd to that of a pea.” Deckel has also found supernumerary



