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on rctnirning, at conSiderable contrast in the appearance of the American front
bis British kideboth i fléatîres and comîplexion. This consiste more espe-
cially lu (ho loss of fat iu the clîeeks and about the eycs, witb a change in the
shape of the nîoifth owviiîg to early alterattion of the tcethi, and a seeming fiatness
of the chlest calusing in appearauce of stoopîug, froin ituterior prorninence of the
shotilders. Iudeed the Amiericain feattures are uow as readily recognise.d abroad
as those of flic (4zerinan or rcncliwwaî, ani lie caii by tiieso alone ho very gene!-
ally c istiiigilished from his Englislî naniiesakie.

That tlie Atîterican clituatc, tlîercforc, hias, iii thc lapse of two centuries or
less, considerably modificd the Fuiropeani type, is a fact, whichi we tlîink few caa
deny. Whlat that change iiidicates'-whcthcr it is simply a stage in tlic process
of acclînatizatioli, or a positive loss of vit.lity in the race, is a question the im-
portance of wliich caniiot he exaggcrated. Iii the -tblole kingdom of life no trans-
planting iîîto a îîew soil occurs, wvitlîoît, an apparent decline at first; but if a
new and increased vigor is to be mianifcste(], wc iiuust flîîd tie percnnial root
lîealthy aîîd stron-- tiiongli flic early leaves may witlier. The question is te be
decided by the condition of thte stock itselt; aîîd we tlîiuk tlîat it is prccisely bere
that tîte observations wliich have given risc to sncb mcelanclioly anticipationîs fail
xnost strikingly. The imipressionis of a, toitriFit on the complexion and appearance
of a people are acccptedl as scientilic, data, and straigbtway conclusions are pro-
poîinded, at whîose vastness even an arcliangel migbt stand aghast.

But a great opportuiiity lias ariseil to substitute facts and observations for
thieories on this whole question. A test, than wliich notbing more complocte coîîld
b. devised, lins been sîîddenly brouglit te bear, net only on the werking of our
institutions, flic extent, of our resources and the character of our people, but et
their developîncat, iii boue and muscle as well. The issue at stake in a tremen-
dons contcst lias taken lîold of Uic feelings of the entire nation, and sent thou-
sande froni every class of the population and every condition in life te undergo,
the hardships ef the field.

And 1 ivould now beg leave te direct yeur attention te eue partieular aspect
ef thîls great event ef the age, wbieh 1 bave inyseif been more especially called
upon te note. flaviîig ]iad the henor ef an appointment by bis Excelleney Gev-
ernor Morgan, as niedical examiner fer the State ef aIl recruits fer regiments in
tîme field mustered at tlîe depot of Newv York city during the past summer, it
occurred te me te take advantage of tîme epportunity for instituting observations
on a nuinher of peints of medical interest and importance. In ne ether counc-
tien, as we have indicated, ceuld there ho afl'orded better facilities fer such
observations, since botb city and country, every calling and pursuit, every degree
ef culture from the professer of Hebrew te the street cleaner, and evcry nation-
ality whieb composes our presenit population, -%vere xnost fully represented, while
all presented tbemselvcs as healtliy aduits at the aga et their fullest physical
viger. War certainly presents some singular aspects, for wlîat else cao be con-
ceived that would bring about a procession ef seme 9,000 human beings ln the
original costume of Eden, ia tlîe hope ef their being proneunced fit te go forth
te shoot and be shot. But in ne other way could allthese artificial circumstan-
ces, wliich difféerence men from. one anotlier te snch a degree, be se completely
laid aside, and every race and condition appear in the equality of nature -itself.


