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reside in the interior, and miay purchase property in the iîame of the Churcll,
The very heroisigi a~nd persistency of the Rloman Catlîolic missions in Chjin
should check our inherent sectarian prejudice, and induce us to applaifd thje
D6ood whierever found.

Great favors have already been bestowed on th'e cause of Christianitv by
th'- toleration and protection f rom th(, I"iperial Gtoverniient. That niucJ2 of
this is directly due to flic niediation of forcign powers is not to be denied;
and yet the Central Governrnent, vifle resenting rnUCh of the past treat.
ment of the stronger nations, is in no wvay inclinied to reverse its attitudL
toward cither foreig-n missionaries or Christianity. Coming down ta the
Iowver officiais, who have control of the mnany districts and departncnts of
the eighiteen provinces, there is oftentinies a gi aring disregard of inipel.ial
orders in regaLrd to Chiristianity, anc. Uhis spirit is largely intensified by the
antag-oniFrn of local resi(lents. As Christian converts; increase in nuruber,
we rnay expect frequent persecutions in certain sections. Tie need ineChina
is truly great, but %ýe rnust count t!ý' cost bel ore accepting the eall.

The wýay for preaching tlic simple gospel, for the practice of medicine, for
the curiîxg of theopium habit, is open in many place- throughiout China; and
it is foi' the Chutrchi to seize the opportunity wlhen il cornes; and in thec Way it
cornes. We rnay uot realize ail that aur preconceptions wvould feign Mark-
out, but the best plan is to commit ail our ways unto the Lord, and lie wvill
direct our paths. Posse,-sing our souls in patience and running wvithi pa.
tience, -%ve cannot, as servants of the kingdomn, fear defeat or in reality bc
overconie.____________

SUNDAY-SCHJOOLS AND LAY WORK IN TUIE NINETEENTII
CENTURY.

BY A. WVOODRUFF, ESQ., BROOKLYN, N. Y.
PER.HAPs tiiere is na more encouraging feature of the century in which we

live. for guaranteeing at hopeful and progressive future, than the numerocis
forms of Cliristian organization wvhich now invite, if we myntsyegos
the attention of men and worneii, cspecially in so-called Protestant Couin-
tries. We propose here and now to show that our niuc.S cherisi, . 'ý,'nday.
sehool systemn lias not only borne an importan.t part, in developillg these
organizations, but lias really been the parent of themi, and united themi more
or less intimately with lic g 'oiing principle of lay laboi', thils reviving- the
fundamiental principles of the Newv Testament.

The aspirations that have incitcd good men in ail ages to be the pronipteis
of lay activity, and the niany wvlo clain to have fornied tlie firstSunday.
sehool, furnishi good evidence of the value of the Sunday-school systemn
itself ; and the fact that so many of thiese claimnants arose about tic end of
the last century marks tlîat period to be the tinie of tue inauguiration ai the

-xovement wvhiclî the World's Sunday-scliool Convention, iii London, in 1880,
decided it to be.* Acceptin- tlîis, shall we not also be obliged to acceptas
the ouiteoàme of tlic Robert aikzes system, the definition of flic Sunday-schoal
systemi to be prinîarily tic teaehing of the Bible by laynien in classes of six
or seven, more or less.

The flowingand ebbinzof the oceanie tidesare scarcely nioreapparent than
tue rising and fallin- of spiritual reforms by influences and inistrunments
-vielded by the divine hand in accomplislîing His niîwnentous purposes in
the moral elevation of our race. 'We -wiil daimn tie Sunday-school as-oneof
these instrumentalities, and the closin- of the eigliteenth century as the

*Sec Il CenU'utary Meiorial of the Estziblislinîcît or Siiidaty-scilooliy'"
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