12 CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AS THE ENTERPRISE OF THE CHURCH.  [JaN.,

Chureh should bo enlisted and engaged in this glorious work. A spirit
of conscerated entorprise must apply to this giant problem the.best and
sonndest business principles ; & system must be dcfvised whlch_ s}mll
prevent waste of time, money, and men, and economize and :}dmunster
all the available forces of the Church. The imperial clarion of our
Tord. as with the peal of the last trump, summons all His hosts for the
great crusade.

Nehemiah was a model organizer. He built up the broken walls of
the Holy City, and with a small, poor remnant of the people finished
the work in fifty-two days. The perfection of his organization was the
sccret of his success, and it embraced three grand principles : first,
division of labor—every man at work over against his own door ; see-
ondly, co-operation—all engaged in one work and operating upon one
plan ; thirdly, concentration—all at the sound of the trumpet rullying
to defend any weak and assaulted point. Put those three principles
into practice in the work of foreign missions, and we may build the
wall of gospel witness around the world in a few years ; we may push
the advance of our missionary hosts so rapidly and systematically, that
on every hill, in every valley, from equator to poles and from sea to sea,
the gospel’s silver trumpet shall sound.

Tifty years ago seven humble men in a shoemaker’s shop in Iamburg
undertook the work of evangelization on the principle of individnal
responsibility.  In twenty years they had organized 50 churches,
gathered 10,000 converts, distributed 400,000 Bibles and 8,000,000
pages of tracts, and preached the gospel to 50,000,000 of people. As
they went from place to place the work grew, and new converts in-
spired with similar zeal became helpers, so that a population as great as
thot of the United States, or of the Congo Free State, heard the gospel
within those twenty years. If any are distrustful of mere arithmetic
as applied fo the problem of missions; here is a practical proof that if
is perfectly feasible so to organize the work as to reach 100,000,000 of
people every vear, and that, too, with only an insignificant Gideon's
band. An English preacher asked some British soldiers, <“If Queen Vie-
toria were to issue a proclamation, and, placing it in the hands of her
army and navy, were to say, ¢ (to ye into all the world and proclaim it
to every ereature,” how long do you think it would take io do it?™
One of these brave fellows, accustomed to obey orders without hesita-
tion or delay and at peril of life, promptly answered, ¢ Well, I think
we eonld manage @ in about eightcen months.™

There are, perhaps, in round numbers, thirty millions of Protestant
church members in the world.  Could each of that number somehow
reach thirty-three of the unsaved, the whole thousand million would
he evangelized 5 and eounld cach be bronght to give one cent a day, our
missionary treasuries would overflow with over one hundred millions of
dollars every year.  Of course we cannot depend upon culisting in this




