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,,rants are stili livine: and both tliey and
teir descendants stil occupy a promi-
nient position in the comnmunity-a posi-
tion to ieih they are iveli entitled,
either on account of their industry and
intelligence, or foi, their piety.

The late 11ev Duncan Rýoss, of the
*West River, ]?ictou, ivas the fxrst Ires-

Î bterian cler,"ymlen that visitcd Sheet
linu. hîs iras about 50 years ago.

1 believe the late Mr Grahamn of Stewvi-
aekeivas the next. Af'ter this they ivere
supplicd. for some tinie by a minister from
the Churcli of Scotland of the naine of
'Young. Abouat 30 years ago the Rev
lfr Sprott of Musquodoboit began to pay
Sheet Harbour and adjacent settiements
an occasional visit-whichi lie lias conti-
nued to do to the prescrit day. But
during the Iast 15 years other labourers
in the miission field have traversed these
shores, aind 1 can eertify that the lapse
of years bas not obliteratcd the remeni-
brance of their services.

With respect to the prospécts of' our
Churcli alongr those shores it is diflicuit
to speak. There are about 85 Presby-
terian families at Sheet Harbour; about
10 more at Taylor's Ilead and Pope's
Harbour (10 miles to the M'est), and
about 14 at Quaddy and vicinity (14
miles to the East)-about 60 familles in
ail. These wvould require, the constant
labours of a minister; and were they s0
supplied, there eau be little doubt that
the adberents of our Church would in-
crease. In addition to the Presbyterians
there, are a fewv Roman Catholie and
Episcopalian families at Shieet Harbour.
But I believe that both united constituite
a minority of the population.

The soil of those settlemients, thoughl
rocky, is far from being barren or un-
productive. Both at Sheet Harbour
and Quaddy, those wbo carefullY attend
to its culture raise good crops both of
hay and grain. *While at Beaver Har-
bour and Salmon River there are farms
and fields of surpassing beauty. Nothing
eau exceed the ricliness of the verdure
by which these settlements are beautifi-
ed during the summer months. In the
autunin of 1854, %vhen the fields through-
out the counties of Pictou and Coîches-
ter were scorched and withered to such

an extent tlant, in somne instances, people
%vere coinpelled to send, thecir cattle to
the Woods, ie fields along these shores
afforded the miost luxuriant pasturaare.
But stili the soul is so rocky as to renifcr
the cultivation of it extremnely difficnît.

It niay perhaps lie proper to say soine-
thing repcrgthe state of' pracdicat
.pety. 0f course it is defective. But it
is necessary to bear in mind that even in
your oldesi congregations, that h~ave bad
thxe services of a stated ministry for, al-
most a century, there is too mucli spiri-
tuai deadness, as well as instances ofpo-
sitive wickedness and immorality. L et
not the GodI-feariing- and the pious at
Sheet ilarbour then be cither surpriscd
or d.iscouraged whien thecy hear of Ilsins
and crimes" cornmitted aniongst theni.
And it is but due to our adhercnts in tbis
section of the mission field to say, that,
in proportion to their advanwages, the
state ot practical picty among theni wvill
compare favo~urably with other sections
of our Chur-cli.

As Sheet Harbour is one of the most
conodious, lt is also one of the Most
7beautiful H1arbours that this Province
can boast of. In this respect, it is no
exaggcration to sa), that it is not exeeli-
cd cither by Mahone Bay or the H1ar-
bours of H-alifax and Sheiburne. Of
course, the two former are more inp rov-
cd by Art. But the pride of Sheet
Harbour is, tliat it owes the niost of its
charnis to the bountiful band of Nature.
A sheet of water, broad and deep,
Encifr-clad shore dees lie between;
While murm'ring streanis, and Mountains

steep,
May yearly, day by day, be seen.
The sounding shore of ocean wide

eicninds thettraveller, far from home,
0f that more distant shore wliose tide
Ileceives us in the world to corne.
Those woody mils and stinny vales
A meek and graceful aspect ivear :
Those bhips, inxpelled by surmer gales,
Adorn the prospect far and neair.

1 ivould Just add tliat the Presbyteri-
ans at Slieet Harbour have furnished
theniselves witli a neatly-finished place
of' îorship. When 1 preached there,
the attendance ivould average about 90.

R0O3LRT GRAN-T.
April 14, 1856.
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