
New Ycar's Ielections. Jn

ledge that after ail ou.- expressions and after ail our tlroughits, the greatness
of that goodness cxceeds expression, and excceds thought likewise. Only
let oui' gratitude bc mnarifcst ; let our nièrcies dispose us t0 a iviliing and
a cheerful surreader of ourselves fo God, let our judgmients lead us to Il hear
the rod and iîn thiat hath appointed iL ;" onIy let unfeiglied. gratitude lead
us f0 iniprove the providences that hiave occurred te, us, and ive shalh nover
waut a Providence to iniprove.

In cntering upon nother year, ive ought to dIo so, in thie excrcise of pro-
fotend /inzility.

Alas--chiristiau render, in reviewing the past year, ive sec inuchl to de-
i)iore. \Ve, iindecd, cac eall Up f0 our- reinrbrance but ýa ithoe of the sins
with which ive are chargeahie, but xnost assuredly in what. ie do remieniber
wve are guilty before the Lord. Cali to remnembrance the iudqù1?rencc that
we have so frequently exlîibited iii the service of' eri God; :idf iat 'indif-
ference lias xnaniifi.,ted its-.If many ways. Vie have beeri indifkýreit t0 the
lionour of' Christ. A christicn's holy ambition is to please. Christ; hie cts
for Christ; hoe is careffcd to know the mid of Christ in the Seriptares, thiat
lie may urîderstand what. is pleasing and wvhat is dispieasing to him. In the
diseharge, of' duty, the christian is more concerned tlîat iL pieaýsCs Christ dîal
that it pleases ma);for pleasingr Christ is bis business, plensing Christ is his
life, cc I live," says the Christ ian, Il yct not 1, but Christ liveth in ine." Now
*readex', if the cýase oughlt, to be so with every christian, and that it oughit te be
se is clear froin the inotte of the christian 1-To rue, Lo live is Christ." Have
ive net during the past yeîar maauifested muell indifl'erence? H-ave ive ut al
att.aiued te this degree of devoted attaclimeut te our Lord and Master ?

and ~ ~ P whu1 wems la uit otecage of indiafrence in this particu-
1cr, do ruatters improve wiî'en wve coasider what wve have doue to brig the
world to Christ ? Have ive witnessed for God ? H-ave ive instructed the

igoant? H-ave ive persuaded the obstinate ? IHave ive exhorted the liar-
dened Aies1 aias ! brother, it is Le bc feared that, iu very many cases, we,
have been silent; aad by oui' silence, it may be, we have !ed the wvorld. to bc-
lieve, flot only that ive connive at wicked works, but that we even consent
to them. And, as regards our own seuls, how have we treated them ? Have
wve not often r'end the Word and atteuded the ordinances of grace, when we
expericnced littie or no benefit. fi'om that Word, and from these ordinances ?
And why ? J3ecause we atteuded to thiese exorcises in a partial, superficial,
heedless arid. heartless manner; more like the Ilfull soul that loathethi the
honey comb,." than flhe Ilnew born babe that eagerly desires the sincere milk
of the 'Word."l And if ive have just cause for deep humility, on aceount of
.the great iudifference that bias attended. our religions experience ; iviIl net
that humiiity ho deepeued when we recollect ftie worldly spirit thiat bas s0
closely clung te us, during the past year ? IlLove uiot the world, neither
thie thingrs that are in the worid." 2'her'e is tire command of the Master, and
how have vre obDayed it? Instecd of coinpiying promptly and houestly with
the commuand, instead of abandoning the world in its spirit and iLs temper,
bave ive not been disposed to listen te the suggyestions of the world, and the
solicitations of our own heart ? lu tliese days wve do think there is an awful
,çvorlymindedness abroad in the Church-there is in some quarters a fashi-
onable, compremising and pointloss system. of christianity tauglit, and em.-
braced by multitudes, in whichi whatever is offensive to the unsanctifledheart
is carefully concealed: there is a trimming of tlie gospel, a nicely suiting of
it te i tastes and pursuits of the world. :Now sueli christianity excites not
the hostility of the world; iL awakens flot the repugnance of thec human heart,
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