
T'HE ACADIA ATHEXIEJM.

'Wletlier the father of mankind v:as th Adain of
a poctical Eden or simply the hlîiest developunent
atained in the less pleasing rcalm of Evolution, for
our present purpose it matters not. At best 'tis a
inatter of opinion, pcrhaps-taste. But in cithier case
must we look to Nature and lier lavis for anl explana-
tion o! that great divcrsity iv physicil a-id mental
atruct,ýure, wvhici distiniguish dwellcrs iii diffeî-oat
climes. 0f tlîis utilikeness the nxost effective and
powerful compenent is the ever cea.seless aîîd persist-
cnt influence o! climate. The wvorking of this powver
is two-fold-direct and inidirect. 'Tis lîumidity o!
climate tlîat changes reg,,ioiîs identicai iii formation
with the burning wtvastes; of Sahara into tlîe green
plainis of the Llanos, the home of counitle->s lierds
o! fleet-limbed and comely steeds. Thîis influence inay
be seen in the fauna ane flora o! our cwn country
and is friindl written upon the beaves cf lier ;,ret
andi the rocks of bier buis and valleys. Whîilst the.
effeots of this sovereign. pover are too 'veli knowni to
need more than reference, lot us not forget the influ-
ence 'vhielh a country in turn exerts uponl its in-
habitants.

In whiat de.gree is this indirect, tlîis rcflected
influ,-nce of clim-ate, sliown in tlue aborigines of the
New World? America beau-s upon lier bosoin many
mighty, deep-rollingy rivers, wvhielin size and ý,randeur
shaînu tlîe largest streanîs of the Eastern Continient.
Who k-nows not of hoer nuruierons lakes, wvidc and
expanded, the eavy of the Old World 7 But al
these grcat bodies of wvater seeking the way to thicir
home, the sea, are but tbe surplus yielded by the
carth satiated with the bounty of the freiglîted
elouds. Thus humnid breezos greeted by the smniles of
a tropic sky bave adorned the Selvas witli boundles
forests and luxuriant vegetation, wvhilst barren table
lands froni the "lDark Continent " frowva upon the
samre sky. Hence universal vegetation is tlîe resuit
o! our oceanic clituate, the distinguisbing feature of
our Western World.

But what of man, thie native o! '.iuis cline, lias hoe
escaped the nîouldingr po\ver of bis vegetal holme?
The shade oî bis slîelteriîîg fore!uts; bas tinged bis
complexion~ with a -pper hue, whist that of the
African bas becen darkzened wvith more sombre tints
by exposure to a bi-nint, sky. Ecstc ,joy q4n4

hysterie grief find no home boneatlî the coldness ot
hiis calin, stern dignity. Stoical, nielancholy, cold,
noughit disturbs bini but lierce jealousy and a savago
love of -Vengeance. Woniderful are his feats oî
stren'gth yet of endurance smiall is bis share, tic gift
of a vegetative climo. For w'acn the cross-bearing
invaders froml the Eaut not only robbed these poor
heathien of thieir- home, but doomed thenii to serve and
toil, these children of the foi-est iiicapable of endur-
in- fatigue perishced by thousands beneath the lash of
enlightened E urope. Nor, so tic Negro, the strong
and robust native frein the Il land of the mid*day.»
Not unhaïpy eveti in bonds, lio bias conquered the
toil wlfiichi dtstroyed the T.ndian, wvbilst the danger of
blis rc-becoming extinct iiever seriously threatcned
him.

'Upon the bigbllands of the Incas and A,-,es al
is chiangec. H-ere ain oceanie cliniate wvitl4 lus lîeat
and humidity ventures not, but iii lis stead reigns a
sterner king whose vigorous rule lias produced instruc-
tive resuits. 0f the di.ect iniflueince of ciiaate the
inhabitants of thes highilands bear iiiitrkea evidences.
Among tiiese înost singular and iînterestingy is the
exceptional size of thc body coînbined with a stature
of low lieighlt. The rarity of thc atiiospbiere upon
these clevated plateaux renders ail increascd volume
of air necessary to nicet the demands made upon
respiration. To accommnodate tlîis incrcasee deniand
the wvhole respîratory apparatus elarges and as each
generation adds its mite, we flnally have that abnor-
mal development of tue c) -s,~, which causes the singu.
lar apipcarance of the Pcruv-ian.

But Uic social condition -of the Aiztecs and Peru-
vians is a stili stronger evidence of cliunatir influence.
Elsewlîero the red man riscs not abovo the condition
of hunter, an unprogressive axud ùand-to-noutli exist-
ence. But bore blinci trust to Uic morrowv lias been
drivenl hence by stýrn necessity, to live is to have
foretbought. 11 ice bore are tillers of the soul,
workcrs in gold, builders of temples and cities, and
above aý1 a systematic organization of society. Busy
with bnîin and ready with bands they 'vorkec out a
purely native civilization uninigled wvitli even the
trace of a foreigu eleinent.

'Tis the nîounitainons climato that bias preserveci
and inspiritcd with freslh life ý lie flery heart of freedoro.
The wiId fierce winds on the Gaclie bills have cver
etrengtliened this briglit flamo ini the fearless soul


