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are the spoar. the boomerang, and the waddy; and their skili in usin-
tiiese lins bocn greatly cxaggerated. Saine of dicta are dexterous in
spearing fish ; but I have frequently put up a mar11k at five and tWenty
paces and set four or five natives to work at it with thoir spcar8, but 1
have no recolloction of them, ever having hit it. M'lin fightiing tah-es
place too, it is flot an uncommon thing to hecar of a battle lastin- several
hours, and ondin- without any body boing aruch the worse. Tboy
dislike coming to close quartcrs, so that the waddy, as a wcapon of wvar,
is very harmless wlien comparod with the tomahawk of thc Indian.
It is used especiaily for I-illing small animais, and it is aise a legitimatc
instrument for keeping the women in order. That a peopleofe so pri-
mitive a character as the Australian should bc failfiar with such an
instrument as the boomerang is a point ivbich ta my thinking dcmands
caretulineigto ut the bands of the antbropologist. But this
instrument is not in sueh gencral use as is frequently supposed. I
have more than one met vith tribes who could net muster a boome-
rang ameng them. It may therofore readily ho supposed that skillinl
tho use of that weapon. varies much. To throw it accurately towards a
mark and ta make ii return to vithin a fow foot ef the threwer, rcquiros
censiderablo practice. I have met witb natives who could do this wicb
uncrring cortainty, b'ut they are net the majority. I have scen a parrot
breught dowa from the top et a high troc, ind in a second or two
a teorwards the boomerang lying at the foot et the tbrowcr; but it mnust
net ho supposed that this sort of thing is donc cvery day, or by ail the
natives. The man ivho did it had ne rival within my experienco ai-ong
his ceuntrymen, and perhaps if I liad nover met him and witnessed bis
skill on many occasions I sheuld neyer have crcdited the boomerang-
~with se much value as, in good bands, 1 know it te possesa.

It is riglht 1 should mention that those remarks, se far as they roter
te the incapacity of the Australians, are more applicable te the trihes
of the south than te those et the north. Indopondently et any physical
difforences, the latter are more wiarlike than the southerners. Although.
living in D warmer elimate, they are more active and encrg'etic, yet,
with this exception, 1 arn net aware that we ougbit jnstly te credit them
witb any higher or more civilized endewmients.

My old friend Buirke, Who, Nith his companions, Wells and King,
was the first white mari te cross the Australian continent, and Who
pcrished on bis rotura te Cooper Creok threugh the culpablo blunder-
ing of anc of bis own party, found the natives exccodin-ly troublesome


