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wonted word or look frorn hirn told you that he %vith these trMvalities. You said, ' How can
had been shaken with unusual emotion, that ths hns beP And w e announce to you a

something had passed. You prayed for one at dcrnasold as the earliest record of the
a distance. A letter cornes brimful of such Bible, probab>' itnmeasurably older. We tell
things as startie you, you cannot believe your you that the great God works spontaneous>'.
eyes, it s0 exacti>' corresponds with the prayer, sympathetically to us-wvards, through a systern
something you ionged and prayed for. A certain of divinely appointed intermediary agencies.
conjunicuon of events, you are helplesýi, pover- And then, wvhen this trutîs lias been represented
iess to bring thera about. One after another and re-stated according to present modes of
the, faîl into thieir places, and personages ar- 1speech, and expressed in the Iatest terms of our
range theniselves wvith an alinost dramatic pre- knowledge-then the answver to prayer and the
cision. Yoi cannot sec; tliey do not knov the whole question of the soul's contact with a spi-
hand that is moving, oniy one unlooked-for ritual wvorId becomes as easy and intelligible as
coincidence after another brings about the con- the answer of one manti 1 another, and the
junction of events wvhich you desired, and you influence and helpfulness, and the care and
have got your chance at last. Longc you couid the love, and protecting regard and ,vatchful-
flot believe that God %v.s occupying Hirnseif ness of a hutnanspirit inthe flesh overanother.

CURRENT LITERATURE.

THE first place must, of course, be given titis devouion, -;nd brittgitg in the reign of Ilfornîality
-- month to 'Mr. G ladstone's paper on " Ritual- and deadness." Final>', the Roman Catboiics are

ism nd itui,"iii he ontmpoa.y Rcvdiew. The fot mercI>' dissatisficd with tbe essay, but positively
powierful bold tbe subject has taken on te public in anger about five wvords in it,-" the bloody reign
niind in Englind, an d ihe generai eagemness to lcarn of iMary. Pcrbaps te Dean of Westminster and
the ex-Preniier's *-ws upon it, are evidenced by, the bis friends are the oni>' Churcien likel>' to regard
fact that Ibis nutuber of the Revica' bas reached a Mr. Giadstone's attitude with complacency. Vet the
third edition. Vet, no- iliat thc oracle bas spoken, speech dclivercd b>' tce ex-Premier last sessian en
no one is satisfied. Mr. Gladstone lea-ves evething the Public Boritip l might have savcd the belli-
as he fouiid it, for itis uiterances are as vague antd gerents froin disappointmcnt. The esba>' is only a
ambiguous as tltose of the priestess of Apollo The new edition of the speech, elaborated and adjusîed to
Evangelicais compiain, as the Timac puts it, that the car of the theologicail public. Mr. Gladstone is
Ilthere is plenty hintcd at that %-ould be more dis- opposed tc, coercion and favourable to comprehien-
tasteful t0 an Englisb mind." Mýoreover, the ver>' sicn in ceremony, if not in doctrine. He, therefore,
question at ;ssue, the bone of contention between the desires to niediate, attd bettce deais in casuistr>', s0
contcnding p)arties, is purposel>' igxtorcd. The ques- as, if possible, t0 ep the subjeet ini nuius. The
tion biow far Parliamcrtt ouglit to toicrate innova- resuit miglit htave been anticipated. Leaving on one
lions in ceremoniai, mnade "lfor the purpose of side the definitiotis, tite complaint that Englishmen
assimiliting it to the Roman or Popish ceremoniai ; ivant e.sthetic baste, and the rcmark<s on the progress
and, furilter, of introdoicing te Roman or Papal re- of rituaiism in ail the churches, the gist of te essay
ligion int Ibis country', under the insidiouas form, lis casil>' given. Rituai ina> be good or il may be
and silent but steady suasion, of ils ceremonial, " is bad ; there nia> be too Inuci of it or there may be
onl>' stated t0 be dismissed from view. Y'et titis ib too litIle-; and both excess and defeet are fauits.
prccisely witat Mr. Gladstone was expccteil t0 con- If10a insest personal religion it is good, nto
sider fuily and tc, express btis opinions upon wvith malter w-bat the anionnt of it ; if rituai impedes or
ciearness. Nor arc te Ritualists bcttr piezascd ; k i a subsîit.te for the religion of the litart, then il is
for there are pasbages in tiie essçay îvhicb seemn 10 in- itarinful,' no maîtcr bow sniai te extent of il. Ail
sinuale îhat tbey are- substituuing ritutal for iiitrtlr depcnds on the itidividual worshipper ; for wviat is
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