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. MONTREAL, MAY 15, 1851.

SOIREE AT MR. DUCLOS' TEMPERANCE HOTEL.

Wo would diroct &ttention to the aceount which wo have taken
from the Montreal Wiiacss, of the opening of tho * Eagle Hotel,”
as & Temperanco.fouse. The ocecasion was celobrated hy a
Soirée, under the auspices of the various Tomperance organizations
ia the city, and the meeting was uddressed by the Rov. Drs. Taylor
and Cramp, Rov. Mr. McLeood, and Mossre. ’I'. S. Brown and John
Dougall. Tha devotional excraises were couductod by tho Rev. G.
Millar, of Picton, and Rev. J. MscLoud. The meeling was quite
an intercsting onc; and it is enitled to specinl notice, both
becausc it may bo regarded as morking an epoch in the his.
tory of the Temporance Reformution here, and because of some
important points brought out in the addresses of the speskere.
Mr. Duclos is, we believo, tho oldest Hotel-keeper in Montreal,
having bicn 40 years in the business, aud when such a per”
sopn gives up the eale of mntoxicating hquors, the judgment
which he pronounces ageinst thom, may be regarded as the
deliberate verdict of experience. There is no roum hero for the
objection which s often brought against ue, namely, that our
conolusions are to be ascribed to party-prejudices or interasts.
If Mr. Duclor mind can be supposed to have been influonced by
prejedices at ail, in this mattor, they must all have been in favor
of centinuing tho traffic; and as for intorest, no porsena know
better than flotcl-keepers, what a venture he has made in this
respect.  Wa do hope that his example will induce some others to
follow , out whether 1his may be its result or not, it is sutely an
interesting fact, both fur them and the public, to contider, that
the experirnco of 40 yecars testifies agamst the cxpediency of
keeping liquors in a Hote] or Boarding-house,

The fact is also interesting as an index of tho strength of the
Temperance cause in this city. For 2 muan with Mr. Ducles’
experience, having such a large establishment to support, weuld
not rashly vanture on such a step, without knowing that he would
be likely to be sustained. He must have seen that the number of
those who call for liquers, both jof visitors and boarders, was
gradually decreasing, and the number of teetotnllers sicadily
rising 3 in fact, he hunself has assared us, that his house has been
conducted for somo time, almest like a8 Temperance.Bouss, his
guests having but little causa tor liquors, so that the change which
ho now wmakes is not so great me might at first appear. If the
case ie 5o with his guests, it must be the same also i other esta-
blishments of & similar kind; and the keepers of theee cstahlieh.
monts ars open to the charge of sull adhering to the traflic, merely
for tho szke of the gain which they derivo from it. Is this a
right motive? Are such profits likely to be bleesed? If the
keopers of Hotels and Boarding.fouses will not considor this
question seriously, they may soon find thut their gucsts will begin
to consider another, namely, whether it is wise in them to remain
with 2 fandlord who endeavors tv make a gein of them in two
ways, that is, both {rom the Bar and tho Buard, or whether they
should not transfer themsolves to a Temperance flouse, where the
fandlord will be eatisfied with onc profit.

Wo again call upon the Temperance public, fo sustain Me.
Duclos, by making the « Eagle Hotel” their hoad.quarlers in this
city. We address this reqacst buth to Farmers in the neigh.
borhood, when visiting the market ; to Clerks, and others, boarding
m liguor-gelling estabhshments ; and to Mcrchants w the country,
when they come to Montreal to make their pyrchases. Let the

latter refloct on tho hmt of Mr. T\ S, Brown ; he speaks from
knowledge. A Morchant who wants credit, and * smolls o'
drink,” 15 not hkely to get it.  And as for the dashing young
Clorke, who must have their wine and cigar, thoy may rest
araured, that if they were to board in a Temperance.House, they
would nut only savo oxpense, and keep sway from templation, but

d lves to the confidence of their employers, evon
though they should deal themsclves in the © bluo ruin,” as an
article of trado.

From the Montreal Witness.

On Friday cvening last, many friends of the Tewmperance
causc asacibled for the purpose of congeatulating and encouraging
Mr. Duclos on the opening of his Hotcl, ns a real Temperance or
Teototal Houre, and we need not say they mot with u cordial
reception and eubstantial cutertamment.  "The wterval hetween
ton and sypper was occupied with specches and music, Several
of the points brought out in the specches were, in our catimntion,
8o important, ns to warrant a briol recapitulation.

1. The wont of a public houso conducted on ‘Temperance
principles, had been lung and serously felt, It wasa stigma upon
Montreal, that it had no housc at which the Temperunce man
from a distance might put up with pleasuro, and the reformed
incbriate with safoty. But to establirh such a liouse required
peculiar fitness, experience, aud capital, and it wac therefore
evident that no Temperance Suciety, hawever ardently i might
desire the object, could accamplish it.  But Mr. Duclos possessed
all these requisites, us well as a widely extended ard excelient
reputation, and it was thereforo matter of great congratulativn
that he had dove it.

2. It was shown that inasmuch a8 a considersble portion of the
gains of public houses n genera®y were denved from the sale of
liquors, Temperance houres muat be much better frequented in
order to be scif-supporting. A wine.sclling hotol could susfam
itself on a few goud customers, nearly all of swhose payments wero
profit, but a Temperance huuse must be constautly well frequent-
ed, inasmuch as s receipts from cach customer were smaller, and
theso represented a much smaller per centage of profit. This
point was illustrated by one of the speakers, whe held vp a bill of
fare of a hotel in this city, une sido of wiich was all catables, and
the other side wines, and remarked, ** You may eat down this side
for half & dollar, but every single hue of the other eide in a dollar
and a half ot two dollure.” He also suid, hie had bren acked for
the Joan of money onee, hy a young gentleman, (o pay his bill at
a most respectable hotel in this city, where he buarded, and that
bill consiated of about £20 for board, and £70 for sundrics. This
was a fast young man, it s true, who did not hve more thun a
year afterwards; but the incident served to show whence the pro.
fits of ordinary hotels were derived.

3. The same speaker (Mr. T. 8. Brown), said, thatif country
morchants secking credit, or young mon secking situations, appre.
ciated their own intercets, they would always stay at Temperance
houser.  He had known young men commencing as ierchantsin
the country, whu brought excellent letters, but their breath was
tainted with tho smell of Iiquar, and they wevo refused eredit for
1o other reason, although thie rcasan was not assigned, and the
never knew that it was the one glass they had tuken before call.
ing on the wholesale merchant, which decided him to declino
opening accounts with them. He had known othere who, in hard
times, had 1o cravo lenioney, and f all appeared night, thoy were
invariably left to ineke the uost of things themeelves; but of ono
of them smelt of drink, the whule-aale merchant thought he must
be guing to the bad, and that the first loss would be the least, and,
consequont. v, pushed lum to the wall. ‘This man ncver knew
why he had Yeen harrasscd and driven almost to utier ruin ; but
the glase of brandy he had teken at tho bar befurs going out to
ask for time was the sole cause of 3.  And just so with young
men eecking situations.  Evesy onc’s confidence wau increased iy
& man, by lensning that he put up at a Pemperence house, and
overy one's confidence was dinunwshed in a inan by any cause ta
behieve that ho used intoxicating drinks.

4. 'I'he Quty of friends of the 'empersnce enuxe to recommend
nnd support a Temperanee Hotel, when established, was enforced
by several speakers; and nut only should this support be lovked
for from country merchants and peopie frum 2 distance, but from

geatlemen who board out in town  {t was added that no one




