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Sometimes we hear of a stupid slight ha\'ing'common hangman, himeelf be dizabled from | commion thing to read an claborate account
been put upon these useful gentlemen, such sitting, and a new writ issued.” By a \-oth,of the speech which Octavius Augustus del-
ns inadeyuate acconnuodativn ad n would-be of S5 agaiust 61, sentence was prouounced ivered on such a day on the increaso of the
public meeting, or even inadeyuate fuod at a agninst him by the Speaher, and he was com-jincometax question, or bo informed how
would be pubﬁv ditinet, and lo aud behold! mitted to the Tower. Julius Cresar bored the Xouse with athree
the meeting or the dinner might just as well,  Andrew Marvel was one of the mewmbers hours’ specch on churchorates.” |

have n-+t been held, for thespace that should whodeseribed the daily proceedings of Parlia-;  Tho way in which-Cave obtained'hiis re-
have been devoted to them in “ our culumus,” ment, when the nowspaper accounts were,ports was this.  He was Inspootor of. Franks
is fillod up with the compluints of our out- suppressed, from 1660 to 1678, he regu-totho Postoffice, and therefore brought much
fagel ministers—who shut up their note- 'larly transmitted to his constituents at Hull, ,into contact with tho officers of both Houses,
banke, upnn the oceasion in question in dis- a faithful account of cach day's proccedin;zvs,\\'ho readily gave him aceess thercto,  'When
gnst, or, having the artistic gift, draw car-|—a fuct which, it must be alivwed, puts his,anything of importance was going on, ho
itatures in them iustead of reporting.  More- patriotism beyond cavil.  We wonder howwould go down to tho House accompanicd
uwver, now and thew, n singular circumstance,the honorable member for Mull would like,by a friend; and these two persons,
takes place: we have been (s:lg') to Covent the little jub in these days!  Such informia- from the gallery of the Commong, or spme
Guarden last night, where the Prima Donna tien could not, however, be made gencral, and obscure and out-of-the-way place in the
was ill who was to have established the new the publio demand still beget its supply of Lords, would remain for hours taking steal-
opery, and where a younger cantatrice and illegal intelligence.  News-writer after news-jth notes of tho speeches—unknown to Ser-
an older epera had to be substituted, never- writer was suinmoned by theserjennt-at-aris, igeant-at-arms, or Black Rod—sufficient to
theless, in the morning paper we find this and made to acknowledge his wickedness be-,form the groundyvork of a more extensivo re-
was not the case, but that the new picee was fore the House upon biskuees; and in 1727, port at a future time.  Cave's first editor of
introduced with ‘complete success, and that no less a person than Mr. Edward Cuve was,the debates was Quthrie, author .of the con-
Madame Squeakalini, the fuvorite, even out- \imprisoned for the like offence, This crafty tinuation of Smollctt’s England; and his

did herself, and exhibited a breadth, compass,
a canceplion, and a number of cther things

fuite without parallel, particularly in the printed his reports in the following mitigated Johnson by. the shove means was m
It re-{but somewhat transparent fashion :

aria entitled  Bow-cowe-te-teedle-oic.
mains, therefore, that cither we oursclves
were cexceedingly intosicated last night, or
the musical reporter—— Well, we charita-
bly abstain from conjecture, and content
vurselves with concluding that these myster-
ics of tho Fourth Estate are far too deep for
us to fathom. Now, however, thanks to Mr.
Charles J. Gratton, we know ail about them,
snd arc admitted behind the sheets.

This gentleman gives us anarrative of re-
porting in Parliament from the time of Sir
Simon d’'Ewes, who took notes in short-hand
of the debates, in Queen Elizabeth’s reign,
until now. Parliament, it scoms, was always
violently averse to any publication of their
proccedings till 1641, when, after abolishing
the Starchamber, it printed its own doings in
Diurnal of Occurrences, or Daily proceed-
ings of both Houses in this Great and Happy
Purliament, - This, however, afforded but
scanty intellizence, and did not satisfy the
public, for whose cdification other and moré
diffuse journals were speedily set up, There
upon the House grew wroth; and it was or-
dered ¢ That no member shall cither give a
copy or publish in print anything that he
thall speak here without the leavé of the
Housei” nnd about' idn days afterwards, o
second resolution wis passed, “ That allmem.
bars of thoe House are enjoined to deliver
out no copy or nates of avything that is
brought inty the House or propounded or
agitated in the House” This resolution
was soon broken, for we find thaton the 2nd
of February, 1642, the Commons resalved,
“ That a book by Rir Rdward Dering, A
Collection of Specches, dc, is against the
honor and privilege of this House, scandal-
ous to the House, shall be burned by the

,‘gcntlcmam confincd himself for the future to sccond, as .cvcr)'bcﬁliy knows, was Samucl

cevading the law instead of defying it, and Jobnsor. The i

ormation supplied . to
en-
“"Thefough, and, indeed, Sir John Hawkins de-
specch of Sir J——n A gn, Bart., ¢lares that the reports were often entirely fic-
onc of the knights of the shire for tho,titious, and the fruit of John's imagination.
county of C—nwall.” Sir Robert Walpole, Y wrote that in a garret in Excter-street,”
was similatly referred to as Sir R.——t W said the dootor at a certain-dinner-party,when
IQ——c,nnd Mr. Wyndham 28 Mr. Wend—m. one of Mr. Pitt’s speeches was being extra-
Even this modest deviee beiug interdicted, 'vagantly laaded.  “I never was in the gal-
* Cave opened his Magazine in June, 1738, Jery of the House of Commons but. once.—
with an article entitled ¢ The Debates in the,Cave had sn interest with the door-keepers,
Secnate of ¢ Magna Lilliputia,’ ** in which hejle and the persons under bim got admit-
artfully deplored the prohibitien which for- tance.  They brought away the subject of
bade him to present hisresders with the con- jdiscussion, the names of the speskers, the
sultations of their own representatives, andside they took, and thy order in which they
expressed a hope that they would accept as, vose, together with notes of the various ar-
a substitute those of that country which gumentsadduced in the conrseof the debate.
Captain Lemucl Gulliver had then so lately| The wholo was afterwards communicated o
rendered illustrions, and .which untimely me, and X composed tho speeches they now
death has prevented that Hllustrious traveller ‘have in the Parlismentary. debates ;. for. the
from publishing himsclf.. Tle Dukes were specches of that ?criod-‘ are- all takeri-from
styled ¢ Nardacs;” Lords, “ Hurgoes;” the,Cave’s Magazine” This account, however,
Comimons, “ Clinabs,” and the letters inyrests solely upon Mr. Murphy's authority,
their respective names wcre transposed or,and Smollett, (slthough cautioned by Haw{-
slightly disarranged.  Thus, the Duke ofjkins,) always treated Johnson's debates as
Bedford appc@n:g under the transparent dis- genuine, and has quoted largely from them
guise of “The Nardao Bedford;' Lord Ta].iin his history, -

bot, ¢ The Hu'rgos Toblat;” Walpole, ‘Sirj  Cave, however, was asecond time brought,
Rubs Waleup;’ Lyttleton, ‘Lettyitno;’ Ba- quite literally, upon his knees, and the sci-
thurst, :Bmstath ;' Por, *Feauks;’ Wynn, ence of reporting suffered a long celipse.
‘Ooyn.”  Under this fiction, hie continucd to It was a fine of £100 to- mention a peer’s
publish the debates of the British Parlia-tname in connection with the proceedings in
went. The above terms Cavo explained to the House; and one of them, Lord March-
hf.s. readers by annexing. to his Yolume in mont, was accustonsed * to exmmine the news-
1738 feigned proposals for printitiz a work 'papers every day with the ardor that a hawk
called 'Jinn_qra!nmu(a Rediviea. The St.prowls for prey; and whenever he foundany
Jantes' Chronicle published *The Debates-lord's name printed on any paper, he imme-
of the Representatives 6f Utopia,’ and thc:diately made & motion in the House of Peera
London Magazine favored the public with'sgainst the printers for a breach of privilege.
a *Journal of the Proccedings and Debates)  * In November, 1759, the printer of the
in tho Political Club, and gave Roman Gazettec published in his paper a paragraph

names to the speakers.  So it was not an un- stating that the thanks of the House of Lords



