Jezes sud to g dieeples Whom do you
that L am !

S non Peter ansvernd aed saud
the Son of the hyugy Gold

And Jesus answernipr, sud to hin Blessed

thoa Sunon Bar-Jona

Axp Lavwy TorrLe  ruar taov st PeiRe,
vpon TS wock | witt, puiwp My Cnoeciic axo
GATES 0F LIS 5B LL SOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT.

Axn [simant cove o THEEF e Kevs or Te Koiwe-
And whatsoever thou shalt bnd

NOM OF HPAVEN.
apoa earth, iwshall bu bound alsoin heaven - and w

wavver thon shalt loose on eanth shall be lovsed ateo

Thou art Christ

becanse dosh and bYoad hath
not revealed 1t to Liee, but wv father who s 1 heaven

83y

art

AND
Hn

hat-

the

- Was anything concealed from Parer, who was

styled tho Rock on which tho Chureh was built, who
recersed the Keys of the Kisgdom of Heaven, and the
pewer of loosing and bindmg i Heaveu and on earth?™
—TersuLniay Presenp xwn

“Phero s ane God, and ane Chure':, and one Chaue
founded by the vorce of the Lord veos Peren. That
any other Ahar be erected, or a new
blished, besides that one Altar, and one Presthood,
15 impozsiblo.  Whoseover gathers elsewhere, scatters
Whatever 13 devised by homan freuzy, 1 violation ot

v

.

riosthood eseta.

Divine Ordinance, 1s adulterous, wnpious, sacr.ie-

gwus —=S§t. Cyprian Fp. 13 ad plebem.

« All of them remaimag silent, for the doctrne was
beyond the reach of man, Perer the Priace of the
Aposties and the suprewne herald of the Church, not
following tus ownaventions, nor persuaded by homan
reasoning, but enhghtened by the Fathor, says to

cen. S, Matthew xvi. 15—19. m - Thow art Christ, and not this alone, but the Son
howven. 5. Matthew xv1 . of the hieing God.—St. Cymul of Jerusal., Cat. xi. L.
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Calendar.
MA’WVV\I\MI\MWN
July 30—Sunday—VII after Pentecost and |

Avgust Commem of the Holy Ro-
man Pontfis Doub com &ec.
¢ 31—Monday—S. Ignatius of Loyala Coa.

Doub.
Sug. 1—~Tuesday—S. Peter's Chains G Doub
com &c.
2 Wednesday—S. Stephen I B M Doub
Sup.

3—Thursday—F nding of the Body of S.
Stephen Semid.

$~Fndayv—3. Doaunick G Boub.

5—Sawrday—DNedication of B V M ad
Nives G Doub.

BESHOP HUGHES' LIVUTERS
In reply to ** Kirwan,”” ahas the Fev. Nicholas
Murray, DD.1) | of Ehzabechtowen, New Jersey

LETTER il

Dear Sir—

The ment of your letters, 1f they have any 1n
the eyes of sincere Protestants, is i the sup-
posed fact that yon were brought up and instruct-
od 1 the Cathohic religion; and that your
testumony 18 mure tr stworthy, on this account,
than if you had been born and brought up a Pro-
testant.

This is, in fact, :he ground which you have
taken.—You speak of yourself, of your kaow.
ledge and experience of the Catholic Rehgion,
of your motives and reacons fur ronouncing 1,
frem tho beginnang to the end of your Jetters,
You are the witness in the canse , you are the
tiero of the romance ; and st will be impossible
for me to do justice 10 the yeview, without pay-
g auention to the prominent persunality, which
you have estabhished for yuurself, in assigning
the reasons of your cunver.ion,

The fizst positon which I ntend 10 es abiish,
then, s that Ireland nover produced a peasant
moro 1gnorant of the Catholie, or of the Pratest-
ant religion, thaa you were, when you renounced
the creed of your fathers and became aa anfidel.
For the proot of thus pusiion you shall be wmy
witness. Turn to vour first lauer, and read
sour own words .

¢ 1 first became an infidel.  Knowing nothing
of religron but that which was taught me by pa-
rents and prcsts, and thiniing that that was the
sum of 11, when that was rejecied anfidelity be-
came my only aliernative.”’—p. 1,

“* On react.ing the years of matunty my mind
was a perfect blank as to all :ehigious nstsuc-
uoa.”’—p. 30.

‘¢ With my Missal I was somewhat famﬁiar :
1 said tho catcchism when 1 was confirmed, at
the age of mine or ten. and that was the amecunt
of my rehgious education. At the age of eight-
cen years the cateclusm was forgotien, and the
Missal was neglected, aad wmy coascience
was uneducated, and my mund unfurnished with
tehgious principles, the oaly test of 1ruth loft me
was my common sense.’’—p. 31, )

This was precisely the age 2t which you left
the Church, and became an infidel. Your * mind
was a perfect blank as to all religious instruc-
tion."” In other words, you were perfecily ig-
norant of the religion which you were about
to roject, and, if we can trustto vour own
words, this ignorance was tho only reason go-
ing before and determinming your consersion to
infdehty.

The scader may sapposc thatin proclaiming
your profonud ignorance of religion, your mean-
ing is, that you uaderstood the Catholic religion,

V. . T
ignorant of the pure evangelical doctnnes which

you have since embraced. But this would bo a
mistake. Your meanivg is, that you wera ecn-
tirely ignorant of the Catholic religion, as well as
of all others, For this also we have your own
testimony, in the fullowing words -

*“ Some book or tract, now forpotten, gave
rise to some inquiries as tothe Mass. I asked.
What dees it mean ! I could not tell, though
for vears a regular attendant upon 1t. Why does
the priest dress so? What bouk dues he read
from, when carned now te bis right, and now to
his left T What mean those caadies buraing at
nons~-dav * Why do 1 say prayers in Laun,
which 1 understand not ! Should | not kdow
what I am sayng when addressing my Maksr?
Why do I buw down and sirihe my breast, when
the litele bell rings 7 What does 1t all mean?
The darkuess of Egvpt rested upon those ques-
tions.”

Never did man forsake oae religion and join
another, who had coatrived to be 80 profoundly
iznorant of the forsaken creed, as you, Nichdlas
Murry, prove yourselfto have been, in regard 1o
Catholicity, when vou rerounced it, and became
an infidel.  Whatever yua kaow of it now, true
or false, you have learsed us other Protestapts
do, outside of the Cliarch aod from he: cne-
mes.

Tt is imputed to our countrymen that they get
first, and reflect afierwards. 1 am sorry, SR
that your conduct, when you renoenced thecreed
of your humble, but, I have no doubt, virtwous
and respectable patents, gues so far to jusufy the
imputation. ltis certan, on your own tesumony,
that when you ceased to be a Cathalic and became
an iafidel, the C. tholic religian migit be true, or
might be false, for all you knew abuut 1. It s
equally certain that whon, 1n 1617, you pubiish a
scries of smart, if not Jearned, reasons for your
conduct thurty years ago, you hase been agam
acting more Hibernico—and sorry am I that dure
ing so long a period, with the adiantages of
Amencan and Presbyterian traming, yjou have
not yet out-grown the Inishman’s nanonal weak-
ness. B, Sir, ro unsephisticated Inshunap
would attempt to jusufv lus act by reasons which
in the order of ume, occur to his mnd many
years after the act had been petformed—as you!
have done. A genuine inshman would consent
to be laughed at, and would join io the laughi

with nght good humour, raiher than auempt!
the trick of reversing the wheel of ume, znd :«s-!
s:gning the reasons of 1817 as the mouives of lus |
conduct in 1820, .

The chronology of the evenis wiiich make wp |
2 case is oftentimes very mnportant.  Previous
to your conversion you knew rothmng of the|
Catholic—nothing of the Protestant—religioa.
The reasons assigned in your 1ecent levters, may
or may uot be good reasons, but whether voud:
or bad, they had nothing to do with your change
of religion.  You blundered out of the Churchi
snd into mfidehity without knowing why
wherefore—and your reasons are 2l out of date.
They might he styled with great propriety.
** An lrishman’s Motives for becoming a Pro-
testant, arranged according to the order imputed
to his countrymen, that of acling first, ani ro
Slecting afierwards.”

You may blame your priests or your parcats
for the pecultar absence of religious knowledge
which preceded your conversion.  But the feo
of vour profouna ignorance of all religion, at the
period of your change, is ihe matenzl pont, and
you have been candid caough to establish that
point beyond all dispate.

You aeem 1o bo troubled withapeculiar weak-

in which you werc brooght up, bat were as yet

in a Christian man who writes for the edification
of the publie.  After what we have just seen of
your mental condition at the persod of your apos-
tacy from the Church, 1nto wnat an awkward
exhibition * yourself does this short memory
bevray you at the end of your first Letter, where
you ** profess to siate 1n a senies of Letters tomy
Right Reverence the reasons whick 1xoucep you
to leAve the Roman Catholic Chiarch, and winch
prevent you from returaing to it.”"—{page 11.)
Now, dear * Kirwin,” we are told 1a Logie,
that of two propusitions which mutually contra-
dict each ether, one inust be false. I your mind
was ** a perfect bland as 1o all religious anstruce
ton,’’ as you assure us 1t was (page 30), how
conld you have *reasous that induced you to
leave the Church *' —(page 11.) IHave you
forgotien in one page, what you had ailirmed 10
the other! Now, howerer, that I have calles
your recollecton ta the nnstake, pray, be senons,
and telf the public whick vf these contradictory
statemnents you would have 1t to beuese.  Why,
sir, your own great stand-by, ** commen sense.”’
revolis at the wnsult of rehyzious ¢ reasons,” ofs
fered from « mind which. as 10 rehztous wstrue-
tion, s a ** perfect blank. ’

Some persons iy tunk that you are quizzing
the public. 1 think ot Your memory appears
to have been but paor from your childhood. And
here allow.mo to pluck up a netile which vou
would have nlanted on the graves of *“ vour pa
rents and pnests.”  Thauks to their charitable
efforts for your wstruction in the Chnsuan doe-
trine, you ¢ knew your Catechiem by bheart, at
the age of mine or ten years, when you were
confirmed.”—(page 31.) Nuw I would cail tlus
3 good, almost an exiravrdinary memory in a
cinfd of ten years. It had eceived and retamned
the waters of Chrst:an knowledae which over-
spread the pages of the entire Cateclusm which
you knew by heart  This was no trifle. But
the first subsequent evidence of its fuilure is the
fact that you have for otien to tell us of the sad
catastrophe by which 1t became a cracked and
leaky cistern immediately  afier confirmation ; so
that the ** catechism itself was forgatton™ when
you arnved 2t the jumping-off age of eighteen
years —(ibrd.)  Pray, might ask, whether 1t
w3s this, your precocious talent of forgetfulness
which ea  ed vou, at that period. 10 be * even

jtalked of as a candwate for Mayaooth 1" —

{page 31 )

to rohigio. 3 instruction. your rind was a ** per-
fect blank ¢ !’

It is not my business to reconcile theso flat,
palpable contradictions. 1 have estabhished,
from your own repeated avowal your utter and
profound ignorance of the Catholic religion, when
you left the Church, and became an infidel. You
never returned, to finish, or rather to legin your
Cathohic education. Like onc of the winged
messengers let loose from the hand of the Patrni-
arch, you found more congenial sustenauce
abroad, and you visited the Atk no more. In
all of this you may have been sincere, and if you
were, in nothing of this do I blame yoa. But 1
blame you for assuming a churacter which does
not belong 10 you.

Wien a man changes his religion he wyght
to be seious and sincere.  When he does it with
that direct reference to hus account at the bar of
God’s et tual judgment, which leaves no doubt
as to the sincerity of hus motive, then, as 1 snd
once befure, I regard it as the grandest and most
truly heruic act of which 2 rational being is ca-
pable on this earth. To assign the mouves for
such an act is equally fair and hono:able. Bur,
str, 1 can concerve of nothnng more disgustiag to
an upright man to discoser whet is vulgarly,
but very expressively called *“ humbug’ mixed
up in the ass:gament ofsuch motives.  This foul
admixture 13 what 1 charge upen your recent
Letters, und biame.

Tie Amencan public are generous, and eredn-
lous too, towards those who profess to write for
their amusemen’ or instruction.  Buiag chiefly
Protesiants, little acquamnted with the religion
which you have forsaken and denounced, they
would be, they have been particulaly generouns
and credulwis towards vou.  Asan Irishman, it
15 unw oty of vou to take unfuir advantage of
these noble seatiments.

It is true, that if they read your pages wnh a
cold, impartial eriticiam, they would see ~- < it
to put them op their guard.  But your profound
ignorance of the Catholic docinine, when you be-
came an infidel, which vou asser: and repeat,
usgue ad nauseam, they will censtrue, hike your-
self, as the reproach of your parcats and priests
On tiie otker hand, your introduection of yourself
as one brought up in the ** camp of the coemy.
was obviously calculated, if not 1atended to de-
ceive them. Here is your bow to the public.
*¢ 1 was baptized by a priest—I was ennsinined by
a bishop—1 often went to confession—1! have

But after all, dear sir. th:s memory of yours! Worn my smulets—and 1 have sa:d say Pater

H ~
puzzles me amaziagly. 1 tura to page 98, where

paving gnven me up, you address the Insh Ca-
thoitc Laity i such tones of winaing tenderness,
that Nlarpey Castle never upped the human
tongoe with sweeter.  ** Youor present feelings
asto your chisrch, § have had in all their force.
1 can entirely appreciate them. 1 have cordially

!hatcd Protestantism and Protestants ; and { have

seen the ume when I regarded the man as my
personal epemy who would utter 2 word against
my rehgion. But these weie the days of my
youth, and of my 1gnorance, \When 1 became
a man, 1 put away childish things.”—(page
98.) Why, this is queer, You had forgotien
at cighteen what the Church had taugit you ;
and you rcmember at seven and forty, your ha-
tred of Protestants which she never taught you
atall!  You remember that when yon became a
man, you ** put away childish things”” and ** be-
came also an infidel.”  Yet vou furgot that you
had told us before, that when vou hecame a
man, there were no ** childish tliings™ left to
be put away—that they had alrcady sioped
from your memory-~ibat at the oasly age of

ness of emory—and this 15 8 grea: wiefortune

.

cighteen you had ¢ forgoften them, and that, as

Nosters and my Hail Marys, more tmes than |
can now enumerate.”’—{pagoe 10.)

Now, this anaouncement of your competency
to treat the subject, fs sufficiently bricf, 2nd suf-
ficiently stupid.—Barmng the *¢ amulets,” Vol-
taire ceuld have said the same of himself. Bu
ninety-nine out of every hundred of your Amest-
can readers would say on perusing this ¢ There,
there, atlength, is 2 man who knows Papery
from within, from personal inowledge—a man
who, with the modesty of trve genius, merely
insinuates the extent of his wformaiion. and thus
avoids Egotism and the affensive display of ius
gifs.”

Such feelings on the past of the Auorican
Public cught not to be tnfied with br yeu. Of
your knowledge of Papery, as vou call it you
know nuthing—azad you have avowed .:. Then
you 3re no mrore compelent 10 speak er wnte of
it, than De. Brownlee was.  What you kaow of
i, tree ot lalse, you, ke him, have learaced from
us cncrmies. But there s a difference. Do
Brownlee never had the chance to iearn end Jhon
Jorget the Catholic catechism before the age of

[eighteen.



