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THE ISTHMUS CANAL.

‘The audo.n.em.nt from Washington
of the atuogation of the Clayton-Bul-
wer treaty wiil not Le regarded with
diefavor Iu Canada. This trealy was
eviCentdy {the main obstacie in the
way of the construction of a canal
agrost the isthmus of Central Amer-
Ica. Now that titis oltuacle is remove
eu the United States wiil no doubt
pusli  the work of opening a swater
higisway etween  the Atlantic and
1 acific oleaus forwatd to completion
at ac ecarly a date as possible.

The eficet of the uptning of such a
camad will be to almust revolutionize
traascontivental traflic. Some classes
ol merchiondise can mow Le  shipped
from Facific coust yoints by water
ateune Cupe 1orn, o Atlantic ports,
more chicaply than by rail across the
continent  Whei the water route is
shortened some Lhousunds of miles, by
clupinating the necessity of circum-
navigatine South America, the value
of the water route bketween the At-
lantic aud Pacilic cousts will Le en-
ormously ucrcascd. The opening of
the canal will be of inestimable value
to the Iacific coast country, in which
our owu l'acific proviuce will fully
share. The Jumber trade of British
Coiumbia will be one Linportant indus-
try wiick will be greatly VLenefitted.
Britislt Columbla hunber 1s now shipped
te Americau Atlantic ports and to
Europe, via Cape Ilorne. The opening
of the isthmus route would enable the
shipment of British Columbia lumber
to Atlaptic and trans-Atlantic ports
under wuch more favorabic condi-
tions. The shortening of the water
route in thie way would also greatly
improve the position of Vievoria and
Vancouver as wholegale centers, giv-
ing thicm & much shorter and cheaper
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water route to Europe, for the impor-
tatlon of foreign gouds,

On the other hand the transcontl-
nentul rallways would undoungedly suf-
fer considerable loss of  traffic ‘rom
the opealng of the Isilunus rgate, and
there would probably be sharp reduc-
tions In trapscontinental frelght rates.

WINNIPEG LLECTION.

AB a resuly of the recount in  the
Winnipeg election for the federal par-
liament, AL W, Puttee has been declared
electea by a majority of eight. The re-
turning offlcer on polling Ay decliared
Mr. Martin clected by o majority of
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A, W. Puttee.

some forty odd votes, s0 that the re
count has made quite a change in the
situation, After all, therefore, Winui
peg is not to b represented by a per.
son in close touch with the commercial
Interests:

Winnipeg, more than any other city
in Canada, is pro-eminenly a1 commerci-
al eentro. It is not, as might be sup.
posed by the return of a labor eandi-
diate, an industrial central of great
importance, Yet tho labor people
have carriea the day and elected sheir
candidate, with tho assistance, un-
doubicdly of many electors who could
nov be classed as workingmen. Now
that this result has Leen attaineq, the
inbor elemens will show wisdom by
making as little us possible uf the vie-
tory from a class point of visw. The
couree followed in this respect will de.
cide Mr. Putwwe’s usefulness to the
city as weli as his future political lite.
Tue chicl objection to Mr. Duttee, in
the opmion of a great many people
was, that he stood for a cluss or see-
tion of the people, and not for the peo.
ple as a whole. This oblection, how-
¢ver, could bo urged against a candi-
date of either of the great political
parties,

Mr. Puttee and his , supporters we
belicve will recognize thig situation.
Mir. Putteo is now memper for Winni-
peg. Ho Yyopreseuts the city ag a
whole. While endeavoring {0 main
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tain certain  principles which were
chief planke in his platform, wo be.
Heve ho will, to the best of his ability,
serve the city faithfully and with less
fear and favor than we might expect
from a straight adhorent of either of
the great political parties. -

IMPROVE 'THE ROADS.

One gdvantage which would acerae
to the rurai districts surrouiding the
city by the improvement of vhe roun.
iry roads, woula be tac establishment
of summezr residences in deslrabie locali.
ties, particularly on main roads lead.
ing through the fiuc districts along
the Red and the Assiniboine rivers,
where therc are manv beantitul 1:en.
tions for rurai residencey, If thesc roads
wera improved 1t would be an induce.
ment for city pzopie to eslablish sum.
mer resiceices along the rivers, in-
stead of poing away to ome of e
!ak(’s for & summer outing, Winnipeg
I8 gettlug to be qulte a citv, and as
the huginess men beccme establigheq
they wili scck for comfortabie sum.
mer reguienices where they can enhy
a little case and relaxation from busi.
ness. The forbiding character of the
country roads leading out of th» city,

Jhowever, puts a damper on the sclec.

tior: of auy of the many pretty spots
along the rivers as blaces for summer
resideuees. It 15 no deubt uwing to a

considerable extent  to the bad
roasls, that the  citizens o
away to spend their sum-

mer holidays, Lo mors: distaut sections,
The  estabiishment of sumimer jiomes
wong the rivers, near the city, woukld
nprove ihe value of Jand materially
in this district, and would thereby he
2 benefit to the rural municipalitics,

Rubber Still Advancing.

Canadan manufacturers of rubber
belting  packing, hose, and mechanieal
rubber goods generally advanced prices
avout 5 per cent on Feb. 1. ‘Phis ig
owmg to the long continued :.dvunee in
crude rubbes.  Cotton aurd other ma.
terinds used in the manufacture of 1ub-
ber goods are also Ingher,

As regards rubber footwear, we have
no fl.ﬂ‘tllet‘ information with which to
suppiement our remarks of last week.
1t 15 belloved, however, that Shere wiil
be a revision of the lists, to take el.
{3&5}\0" April 1, next, as noted last

Winter Dairying in Manitoba.

A corrcspondent says: “The Bran.
don creamery has up to the present
Leen kepr running, and the doubts that
it could not Le kept open during the
winter months have now Leen got
over A pgreat many of tho local farm.
crs as well as many as a distance, ure

avalling themselves of it by
Lringing and shipping fa
thelr  cream, s0 much so that

@ very considerablo quantity Is belng
recelved av the present time, and the
prospects  are that It will increase
very much, Owing to the good acmand
{or creamery butter Letter prices can
Le paid for eream than for dalry
butter.
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