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THE ELEVATOR REGULA-
TIONS.

Considerable discussion of the eleva-
tor sltuation in Aanitoba las bteen
going on again recently, owing to the
introduction of a' bill at Ottawn to
compel the railway companies to ab-
ollsh the elevator restrictions. The
matter has been discussed in the prov-
incial legislature, with the result
noted in another column of The Com-
mercial this week. When the alleged
grain combine was formed last fall
The Commercial said at the time that
it would likely lead to another agita-
tlon. This has now come in the form
of a demand to have the clevator
regulations abolished, It is really just
thie same old story of human nature
over again. Deprive a parson or a
community of sonie right which lie or
they believe themselves entitled to.
and there will remain a sore which
will refuge to heal. ‘The forbidden
fruit may be of little or no value but
that will not maie any difference. The
farmers believe they lhave the right
to load their wheat directly upon cars,
without putting it through the ele-
vators. 'This rightt may be of little
value to them, but so long as they
are deprived of it there will be unrest,
as well as encouragemeunt for the pro-
fessional agltator and political truck-
ler to get In his work.

The Commercial lhas always con-
tended that the elovator regulations
have been of grent value to the grain
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trade, and therefore to the grain pro-

ducers of Manitoba, '‘At the same
time, the removal of the restriction
as to loading upotn ears,
would not, we  Dbellove, ma-
terlally affect the elevators. At points
In Manitoba wlhere thew? restrictions
are not enforced, the farmers do not
avpear to take alvantage of the priv-
llege of londing their wheat direetiy
into ers to any exient. Loading
wheat lntn cave is in fact impracti-
¢Vl except In spectn) eakes, and i the
restrictions were removed, it would
mnke very little Uifference to either
the farmers «r the elevator men. Tt
Is amatter for regret that state-
ments calenlated to injure the counw
try, some of them alwurdly false on
their face, have been made in and cut
of parliaens in regard to this wat-
ter. The fact thas the farmors have
thomseives formed a large numbchk of
elevator companies, and huilt ecleva-
tors at many countyy towns, inciud-
Ing exme points where eclevator re-
strictions have not been enforeed, in-
dicates that the farmers are general-
Jy In favor of using the clevators. It
seems & matter for regret that  this
elevator question was not sottled in
some way Lefore the present agitation
way started. If the farmers had been
allowed the right to load into cars,
with reasonable rules as to time of
holding cars, ete., it would probably
have eettled the troubley Now it is
vossible  that some legislation inim-
ieal to the elpvators mhy be passed,
which would be a matter for regret.
No counttry in the world has bLetter
grain-handling fucilhities than Mani-
toba, and itiy not desirable that any

unreasonable  reguations should bo
enforced agalnst ghe system. The

reguiations under which the elevators
are now working hawve gréatly aided
in bailding up this splendid system of
grain hawing in Manitoba, without
which the grain producers wouid be
in a traly bad pesition.

LAND SALES.

While the settiement of our vacant
lands fs not progressing as fast as we
would wish, it is nevertheless quite
apparent that the sales of farm lands
has been steadlly and rapidly increas-
ing during the past few years. The
reports of all the large land companies

show this. The land sales of the
Canadian  Pacific Rallway com-
pany  show a large  Increase

the last couple of years, and the pres-
ent ycar bids falr £5 show a far great-
er expansion of land business than Jur-
fng the previous year. The report of
the Northwest Land company, recent-
l¢ published, way e taiken as an indi-
cation of what has been gofng on in
the land business. The company's
sales for the iast four years compare
ag follows t

avorthy of a trial.
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Yenr. Acres sold. Avg. price.

1894 . e eeeee. 3,305,00 $5.00 por acrd
1890 .. v wee oo 8,034.00 .20 peracro
1896 ... .. ... ... 20,927.00 B5.09 per oero
1897 ... . e e 18,024.07 5.40 por acro

Thix and other reports fndicate that
om vneant lands are being taken up
more rapidly thawr many have imagin-
ed.  Our conntry is of such vast ex-
tent and the quantity of land avall-
ubie s0 great, that a tew thousand
new settlers ench yeav are hardly no-
ticca. In many of the older settle
ments, however, good farms are even
now bhard to pick up, except at o
price which would tempt some of the
older farniers to sell out, with the hope
of picking up a new farm in another
locality, at a Jower price.  Of course
there will be abundance of land in new
districts for many years to come, bug
the present seems to be about as fav-
orable a time as we are likely to
have, for obtaining land in distriets
now partinlly settled and possessing
good markets and other conveniences.

LIQUOR IN YUKON.

The government is no doubt taking
a wise precaution in semding troops
> the Yukon. The presant police
foree in the country would be utter-
Iy unabie to cope with any serlous dis-
turbance. Xven the additional force
which it is propoased to send scans in-
siguifieant in  comparison with  the
extent of country thirough which law
and order will have to be maintained,
especial’y when we  consider that
thousauds of the zoughest clament
from the United Statos are crowding
into> the north country. " Of course
thousands of sturdy and reliabXe Can-
adiany are also> going to the Yukon
regiod, who conld be called upon to
assist the military i case of rioting
or n.ob kuwlessness. At the same time
a  gufficient foree of regularlyy or-
ganized and disciplined men is always
o better safeguard than an caerg-
ency force.

We hear rumors about large guan-
tities of liquor being taken to Yukon.
fu the face of possible disturbances,
it seenis that a great mistake is Leing
made in alowing the shipment of li-
auors into that colmtry. Bven though
actual rioting mhy not ke feared, the
bresence of so many of the rougher
eoment would indicate the wisdom
of banishing liguor from the district.
Tn o coumtry situated like the Yukon
region, with few avemues of ingress,
it should be (a comparatively casy
matter to nrevent the importation of
Hquoryy, and it seomy tha’ a prohibi-
tory exwveriment in connection with
the Yukon excitoment, wouwid ke well
The importation
of liquors into the Territories was
prohibited for ears, though there
wng less reason for it than there is
in the case of, the Yukon distriet. In
the case of tho Territories too it was
mueh casier matter t> defy the pro-



