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TE~ GROGERS' ASSOCIATION.
The recently for'niec association ut' îe-

* tail groceî's iii tlîis eity has alroa(iy been
attracting considerable attention tlîrough
thei p~re-rwing4 out of the fl huî îagree.
iaeit. One of tlîe fiî'st nliatters îvhich
the association touk up was tie q1uestioni
of îrholesalers selling î'efiil. This is a
very imupor'tant inatter te tiae retLuil tî'ade
in a City like W'iiiniipegý,, ani oiie wli"l
î'etail diealer's have a perfect î'ight te con-
sie-, lit sei'erîl uines of tî'ade, whoie-
elile denlers and iianufacturers in tire City
lno doubt sold coni'deî'abie quantities of
goods dir'ect te Consinxeî's ii colinpetition
%rith retail dealers in the saîie Une of
trade. The 'eftil gî'ocers coiilaiiîed
that this was umîfair, inasnituch as iL conu-
peiled tliein te nicet the ccnul)etition of
those fî'oin ii'icn tliey pui'clased tieir
stecks. The refail grocers' association
teck up this question fr'ont tic very for-
ilnation of the association, the iiîatte' bai'-
in- been <iiscusse<l at tlîe flrst meeting.
A ccmnnittee iraS al)peiited te cail1 upon
the irbelesale grocers, pi'cduce and coin-
mission dealers, packers, fruiters, iiiilleî's
aind other parties doing whiolesale trade,
witli tlîe ebject of eîîdeaveriîîg te arxuînge
for the discontinuanice of seIling te Coli-
suineî's, on tue part cf sucli ivliolesale
dealers. Ia this inutteî' the groceî's have
been vcu-y successful, neam'ly ail1 the City
wholesale dealers baî'ing agreed te discon-
tinue selling te consumner-, entirely.

A, ong tiiose who have agreed te <lis-
continue selliug te consuiners ar'e tlîe City
inilers and wholesale Ihoux' dealers.
Hei'etfore the foui' tu-nde lias been lu
î'ery bEul shape se far- as tiie x'etail gi'ocers
irere conceî'ned. Most of the wliolesaie
fleur-dIeiers ;ii the City scid fleur direct
te consunuers iii any quantities askcd foi',
as weii as te the gî'oèers and othex' retail
deniers iii fleur. The only difference
,îîadc- ias tlîat consuners Nvere charged
tell Cenîts more per sack: than the retail
(Içalers. The i'etail grocers %vere thei'e-
'fore ýbIiged t-o dCil floum- at ail idvance coi
tîme whoiesale price, of tel) cents per sack,
in or<ier te conupete îvitli the wiîolesaie
flour'<le4alers and mnillcî-s, wrIx aise sold
m'tail. Soiner even; sol(l ut ant advance, cf
fiî'c cents per sack. This cf course muade
tic flour business unprofitabie te the gro-
cers, as tue qinail mdvance on1 wîîolesale

pm"ce3 wvould ilot pay foi' liandling the
ttrticie. They wre ob.ged, licwever, te
liaîdîe fleur' ii oi'der te pr1oteet thicir
trade. Since the formation cf the gi-o-
cers' association, ami( tlie couîsequent
action î'egau-diu.g selinmg te, Ccasumers, the
City uililers and' w'Ioiesale fleur cleaîes
liav-e iî"ree<l t(> dis<continue entii-eiy scllimîg
fleuir te consumîxers. Exception is mnade
in the case cf tiae City niilei's, irhi ivili
be allowed te excliaiîge Iloni' for wbcat
îritlî faimeîs ut thejir iiiills, ut the meguîar
i'etail price cf floeur. It is also, umider-
st00(1 that the î-etail price ail ar wîd'ill
be 25 cemnts pel' sack, advance, ou the
whlesaie price. Thîis arangeiiîent weiit
into foi-ce on the fii'st of May.

Su fai- tlîe arr-angemlent se.eins te be a
perfectly legitinînte onie. The unillers are
perfectiy justificd iii îefusing te, seli fleur
to cousuiiei's, just tlîe saine as other
wliolesale lieuses refuse te seli te otiiers
thoni metail dealer's. The grocers have
acted quite propl)ey iii tlîcir efforts te
stop the sale cf flou,' te ceiusunhei's b 'y the
inilleî-s, amud they ar'e aise justifled iii tlîeir
effort te place the flour tu-ade iii a more
satisfactery shape. Te agr'eement be-
tweeii tue grocers and the niliers, how-
evei', gees fartdier. It is aise, understeod
that the nuillers are net te seli te i'etail gro-
cers wlîe ar'e, ult members of the associa-
tion, except ut ain udvance cf 25 cents
per' sack eveî' the price te association
gi-rceu-s. The îvisdcmi cf thus utteniptiîîg
te b~ar eut grocers unie do net sec fit te
join the associption inay be. questiomîed.
We are tel([ thiat every i'etaii grocer in
the City with but eue sinîgle exception
lias jeiîîed the association. Frein tlîis it
ireu< sceni thînt the association is streu«
enough te have ignoî'ed timis eue dealer,
and aiioN'ed hinm te o on and buy fleur
fr'ont wlioni lie pieased anud seil it in the
saine way. Tlîe attînpt te pu-event deai-
ers eutside cf tue association fromn obtain-
in<' fleur ut the regular prices,. will tend
te, ci-eate a sympnthy fer the beyetted
persons wvlich ire au-e afî'nid may î-esult in
i!)jmiry te the association.

As te tue advance upon îîîillers' prices,
ut înlich the grocers have ciecided te seli
fleur, ne objection eau be taken by any
faiininded person. T.weiîty'flî'e cenuts
per sack is certi"ly a very sînali niargin'
on a bag cf flour. FI e ur is practicaily
a cash article te tue tu-nde, anl( deniers
are expccted te 'pay, at least îvitiiin a
month, for their fleur. lus seihing iL eut
te consumers they are ebliged te give a
ga'-eat dead (if credit, amud to giî-e credit

menus tho Contraction of bad debts, tic
niatter how careful the dealer is in giiîng
credit. Tlîeî fleur is a heavy article to
liandle, and niust lie delivered by the
dealer. lut discussiiîg the flour questionî
a retail grocer said the other dlay - lA
week or two ago a custonier carne in and
ordered a bag of fleur sent to, a Certain
sta-cet aîîd nuînber. On the way ait 'n--
cident happeîîed îvhich resulted in il
breakage to the rig, costing a coîîsiderablc'
suis for repairs. Tue max-gin outhe sack
of fleuir wvus tell Cents, #t wlîicll figure it
wopld take -everal hundred sacks te ptar
for the breakage to the rig, to say noth-
il), of the otiier expenses of handling thie
article an1 the probability of nxuking
soune bad debts." Tho'saine. grocer linci
just sold a bill of goods, inciuding two
sacks of fleur. The flour ccst $5.80, na
iras sold for 25 cents per sack advance on
the wholesale price. The grocer said:
IlI will not get paid for tiiese goods matil
after hîarvest ut the soexîest4 and of coutn.(e
l'un soîne risk of losing ail or a portion of'
the account.> It wiil therefere be secu,
that even at the margin of 25 cents per
sack the'ie is net mucli in handling floui'
under the credit systemn in vogue, and nut
reasonable person will object to the unar-
gin nllowed te the grecers. Tliose wliu
understand the situation ivili therefore
have îîo fault to find with the grocers.
in some quarterg; however, the action of
the grocel-s appeau-s to be inisuzidersto.ý.

One letter wvlich nppeared in the Frep
Press nmade a nuiuber of unre-asonabie and
faise charges aguinst the grocers' assýocia-
tion, ansd iras se full of inaccuracies -tlat
it is al wonder it iras ailowed te appear iii
the paper ut all. It is understoed to in
the settled policy of the association to
marke, no efforte, te regulate pricez. lit-
deed, the leaders in the association wre
strongly epposed te such a course, andJ
the niembers -%ilI have every freedoîn to
seli at such prices as they see tit. T lie
fleur question is and will be the enly one
in which any effort ivili- be made te regti-
late pu-ices. In this conîrndity the sit-t
tion iras se bad that the grocers cannut
be biarned by nny reasonable person foi-
the action they have taken, though we
think: it wouid have been better lad tie
restriction regarding selling te retailers
îi'lo are not members of the associatin
been left out. The restriction clause
affords ag1 qpportunity te tiiose whlo are
opposed to the association te 'work up an
agitation, auîd atteunpt te, make the public
believe that they are bieing imposed up.'n.


