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e
Adpinrar thou Famoe's rooky munut lo nenle,
10 Jte econt Lo ulant thy banner oraving ?
fie rofonlute ~-bollova thou citat not fall, .
And high triumphant tha s shnlg sco 1L wnving.

1.t not harah disappolniment cast thoo down ;
‘Hul; gathar atrongth (rom every froah Jdisantar ]
‘Tho fulttte {Or OUTSEITA4 \WE MINT OF CTOWI,
For ltosoii, ot yot ls Portuno’s master.

The satf-entiant sond all walllng scorns,
And ‘neath dofont’s cruat hIOW rings out trug

motal.
Ionhgdares not ptick tho ros for foar of thorne,
W hito Uonfidenas unturt will grasp the notue,

Leavs < bay® and * 11" 10 v.mlluun)i minds, .
shift'ng nnl veering cuch rucceo-ding hour;
Sch wor<s bertt tho zoul lnnctlon binde,
=t van™ Cwill,” enl '’ muet,” the apirit that
wanld towdr,

.ot nathing tampt thoo frg thy ehoson tiack,
Tuy { arposo Lo acoom pilabmani persuing,

Lot no miatortinetura thy footstop haok, —
Succons 1sonly won by stondfast waaoing.

1,5t not thy hoart jt advoerso thunlors shrink,
Nor wenk nnd {daccul donbis thy strongih en-
©Imhor

jonsant sunshine idly sk

Nor inJuy s
: ? rnmln of splirit-stnmbor.

Intnasinm

Rely gpon thysolf, for evor boar

\V'lxhln thy bronst a conflilenco untiring ;
Presarvo that tatisman ngalast doapalr,

And prosudly gatathe goal of thy mp‘rln;.

OFFICERS LONG COURSE.--GUVNERY
SOHOOL QUEBE®.

Novembor 1873.
4t OPRRATIOXS OF WAR.'

Question 1.—State the advaniagoes and
disadvantages of the initiative in war; the
iufluonce of railroads in offensive and de-
fensive operations vespeotively, and the
form of gevernment alono cipablo of
initiating war with suocess.

Answer fo Question 1.—A great advan-
tage of the initiative is that having concen
trated your foroes on a particular point be-
hind your frontier,such point unknowntothe
enemy, youadvance towards the dofendin
army choosing the point you will attack an¢
genorally meet him with great odds in your
favour as far as numbers are concarned.
For sn army acting on the defensive is
obliged to keep dispersed on the dilferent
avenués through which the invader may
advance, and up tothe last moment cannot
attempt to conocentrate, fearing the attack
directed against a point of its {ront 1s
only a feint and that tas real attack is to be
made At a quitedilferent point. This dubious
state i ni‘}l aggeavated if a false attack is
directéd on a point at the same time as tho
real one. The real attackis then discerned
only whon it s too late to concentrste to
resist it.

One course remains to the dofensiyo army
viz., to retroat, sbandoning territory to the
enemy. This has a demoralizing effect on the
army and the nation, but is necessary, ssit
is the only way ths defenders csn manage
to concantrate—ather ways axposs thom tc
attack whilst moving by fank mirch—a very
dangerous situation. fhe ratreat of theFrench
army on Chalons would have besn. attended
with much benaficial effect in 1870, but the
French generals were prohibited tv waink of
it, as such a retreat meant revolution in
Paris. The result was McMahon's troops was
defeated, and then Baxiine's corps d'armico
nullified, and the whole army wss destroyed
before it could concontrate, so thit each
section would afford lugport to the other
Anpother sdvantage of tho initiative is to
force tho eremy to conform to your wovo
ments ; force him to act very often quito
othermse than he would, Rhe Confaderates
forced McClellsn to abandon his lincs on
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thePamunkey in hisadvance uponRichmond
by throatening3to out-fnnk hima. Another
advantage of the invadors i3 that he
lives on his enemy’s country, which he may
strika with heavy contribution and spare bis
orn nation so much of the expeace of war-
fare.

But dissdvantages aro also attendant on
tho intiative or oftensive mode of warfare;
as you must dopsnd as much as possibloona
fowliries of communication,and asyour troops
move all in as compact order as possible,the
result is that you cannot essily supply your
armr from tho country you moveinto, oon
sequently, tho groater part of your supplies
must be taken from your base of operaticns;
consequently great magazines must be es
tablished there and groat preparations for
their fraosport must be made, inoressing
thus great expense at the onset, Another dis-
advantuge is that being in great partde
pendant for supplies on y.ur base of opers-
tion, atid not being able readily to provide
for your army except through your lines of
comrmunication, you are more striotly bound
to them than if you acted on the defensive
in your own country; thero you can shift
your base adopting a temporazy one, thus
enabling you to changoe front,if such change
is advantsgeous.

‘the Sardinians, when defeated in 1849,
might have retreated on Alexandria chang-
ing their base of oporation from Turin,which
up to then had been their base of operation,
The Ausirians could not have changed
taeir front to such an extent being bound to
a line of communication through Lodi and
towards the quadnlateral which was their
place of refuge in case of retreat. Another
disadvantage of offensive is that being able
to draw supplies from their own oountry in
all dircotions, s retreatiog anny may adopt
a defonsive offensive mode of opsration by
detaching a corps on the flank of thq ene-
my's communications ; 1t will force him to
guard the by roads by which the line of
communication could ssvered, forcing
thus the enemy to fritter his force till ulti-
mately he may be engaged in an action with
odds ngainst him,and tho position of the two
armies reversed, Napoleon's retreat from
Rusma affords a wmemorable example of
the danger of iusufficiently guarded and
prolonged lines of communication--his line of
retreat #as cut at the Beresina by two
Russian ¢orps who had manwmuvyred on each
flanks of it, starting one from the north and
another from 2outh of Prussia, and his re
treat was converted into one of the most
disastrous routas ¢n record. An sdvantage
the defendive army Las ovor the advorsary
is the easd snd comparatire cheapness mth
which it can be supplied, the troops being
dispersed over a large extent of territory,
ready access {0 magazines can bs had, saxe
of tmx;siport, and the districts themselves
occupied can nearly supply the army by
which they are ccnupisd. Auother example
of difficulties encountered by invaders asfar
as supplies are concerned, 1s to be found in
the advanco of the Prussians towards Chan-
xe's armies in the north-wost of France in
1570, tho invaders would have besn obliged
to retreat il tho capture of L» Mans andCoun-
ille had not replenished their exhausted
traine with'provisions. Railways ssem to be
more favorable to the defensive than to ths
offeusive. It is true they help the offoniive
army to azsemble much guicker than if it
bas to be accomplished by ordinary roads—
such was tho assemblingof tho German con
tingents cffected in about a fortnight, It also
facilitates collection of supplies, &2., but
when the invader is on the enemy’s territory
oond:tions are reversed, for if the dofender
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ownnot use hia railways to concentrate by la-
teral movements on ncoount of uncertainty of
the point of attack,still as he is retiving 1f Lo
destroys the railways in his front e lays nn
impediment in the way of o enemy,guning
thus sufficient time to cffuctuate concontra-
tion 1n a line in rear of that formerly oocu-
pied by him.

‘Taking the Waterloo campnign as an ox*
ample, and supposing it hal been gono
through with the assistanow. of railweys now
to be found on tkat theatr§ of war,Napolaon
would have concentrated his troops from
Paris to Fleure by means of tho Lille
Vallenciennes Maboyne rajiway as unforsasn
as he actually was then,and would have found
the allies dispersed watShing the aven
ues to Brussels from the sea to-the Gérman
frontier. But-in the action st Ligny the
Prussian corps at Ciney and neighbourhood
might have been brought up to the battle
field by rail in time to inke part in tho
eonfliot —and supposing Nipoleon siill vie
torious the Prussian rotreat on Waterloo
would have been.effectod by the Warre and
Gembland railways, bringipg the Prussian
army or = largo part of them oun the Battlo
field in lime for tho battle, instead of their
reaching there about three o'clock p.m.—
Napoleon's adyance on Waterlco would not
have been muoch nltered as the railways
would have boen destroyed as the enemy
retired. Thisis supposing a French fores had
not been detached to out them behind the
rotirining foroes—and had succsesd—then
things would bocome much similar to what
they actually were, then Wellington's mave:
ments would not have differed very muoh
from what they actually were—Grouchy
would have pursued the Prussians much as
hedid. Tho sum total ssems then in {avor
of tho dafensive when use 0! railways comes
into question,

The best government to assumse the ini-
tiative is tho despotio. All the questions ta
be solved by political as well s taotiosl
strategy being left to the discration of one,
the placo of campaign can bo more readily
decided upon,the cost of the initiative being
considerabls. Lf left to tha discussion of
many, delay will be incurred, if lsfd in the
power of one to decide no such delays
will take placs, aod piompiness Is
absolutely necessary to secure the ini-
tistive. All the rcsouroes of the nation are
divecied towards ons end with a upity
of purpose and design that oin bo the atw1-
bute of no other governmént exoept tho
despotic. Nepoleon is a good example
which can be adaduced of the influence &
form of government has on the securing of
tho initistive. A more modern eximpls
might be found inWilliam of Prussis,though
he is sovereign of a nation 4nd spparently
governed by constitutional institutions.

The concentration of trodps previous {o
advance in Irance was effectcd by tho use
of railmays, the officials of which, even, wers
under the military control of the comman:
der in chief of the army. Thess advantages
ars lost 1f the despot has bad hesith or
weakened brain. .

Question 2.—\What were the reasons that
induced the Confederates 10 stand on the
defonsive at tho commencement of the
Civil War ?

Answer fo Question 2.—The reasons bo*
longed to political strategy. The President
of tho Jonfederate States prevented the
advance of the Cunfedernte army on Wash-
ingtlon sfter tho batiloof Bull Run, becauss
it bad been atated at the begining of the war
that tho object of tie South was not to sub*
Jugate the other States of the Union, dut to
securo its independence.This secured theaid



