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Quettious I.-State the. ativ.ntagos and
dîsatiautagea of the initiative in wir, the
iufluonce af raitroada iii offensive uni! do-
fonsive oporabions rosjliectively, anti the
fortas of gevernmcnt alosie csiblo of
initiating wir wili Cuocesl.

.. nsaoer fa Queition 1.-A grisat stivan-

,age, f ths initiative is thut having cancan
C2te your forcs on a partiaular peint Le-

bînd ycur frcnliersuch peint uckuown to the
enohn>, ye= adrance towards the defendinS'
xrmy oooeing the. point you will attaok and
generAîl>' mnte Lin wigh gral odtis in yoiir
faveur a far &ç nurnbers are ooncerned.
For un srry ating on the dokastive li
obligod te op dsersot on the duferent
avenués thrug whioh the invader m:sy
adrance, andi up Ie the laut moment cannot
attorrpt te aenoentrato, f.aring lie attack
directNd aginsL a point cf ils front is
only a feint and that tize rosi aîtaok ia te Le
matieà ài qultedlTerent point. rnus dubious
s tage ré s tilt aggrevated if a faie atinak is
directisd on % peint at tise stane ture as thec
rosi oÙ.. Theq regA atlsck as then cliacerneti
anly rLen Ma tba laten ta coneentrîte Ie
resist it.

One oc re meâne te the dofenaiyo army
vis., te retreat, abandcning teriter> te Lie
enoin>. This has a demoraliuing effeet on the
army andtihîe natioin, but is necessary, sait
is tb. cul>' gray' tie dotendona cita manage
te cencentrato-oiher w3ys expose Lhem ta
,sttacli wbls noving b>' flnk rai-a v.ry
dangeous situation, Vhe retroat oft îeFranah
sirn>' on Chaion weulti have beau. attended
wti muai bonseieial effeat In 1870, but th.
?renh generals were probibiteti tu înink ot
it, as snch a retreat meant revelation in
Paris. Tii. result mas RMahLn'a trooips mas
defested, andi tiren Baztine's corpi t'aiarec
nulltfied, and Mie wLoleariny wus destroyeti
Lefore fb could cocontrate, se tit oach
àection meouh affoîd su pport ta the. >ýthei
Another atirantage o! tho initiative is te
force tbc cuemy te confarmn te your moue
met&ri rea hom ta aet ver>' otten quite

atheimeth=ho oulti. lie Confedorises
forced UcCloits. ta abandon bis Unes on
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Ithei>nniunkey in hits adravoe upon1Riohuond
Jby tIîrionening9tc, out -ft"nk bitu. Anothor
itiv.intige of ibe invadors la that Le
lives on bis enmny's country, which ho may
strike wlth heavy contribution and &pare bis
civo nation se muai et the oxpenre of war-
rare.

But disadviantages arc also attendant on
the intiati'ru or offensive mode of warfare;-
ns yen must dopeni us mach s.aposible on a
fowliries of communication,and sycur groopa
tnove MI inas compact order as possibletbo
resuit is tisat yoiu cannot ouily supply your
armr frein tho country jou more int, con
sequesslly, tbo groater part or your supplies
rouit b. taken frein your buse cf operationsi
oonsequontly great magaznes must be es
tabliahed lioe antd groat proparations for
their flswsport must b. made, inoressing
thus great exiinse nt the omiet Anotherdis-
advantisge is tîsat being in great part de
pendant for supplie& on y...Ir base of opera-
lien, anid net being able readily ta prouide
for your arniy exoopt through your Uines of
communication, yen are more striotly bound
ta themn Ilan if you neted on the defensive
in your owîî country i thore yen a shift
your base adopting a temporary one, Ilius
enabling you to change frontif such change
la advantageou.

'Ibo Sirdiians, when deleatod in 1849,
migit have retreated on Alexandrin, chang-
ing their buse of oporation frein Turin,which
Up t0 thon hard been their baue of operation.
The &ustriant could flot haie changed
thoir fredt ta suai an extent being beund ta
a lino of communicatiOn thtough Leodi and
towards tie quastilaterat whioh iras their
place cf refuge in ceue of retreat. Anothor
disadrantage or offensive is that boing able
ta draw supplies fram their own country ini
ail dirctions, a retreating anmy may adopt
à defonsive offenisive mode cf operation by
detaohing a corps on the fiank eft he en@-
niy's communications; il will force huîn te
iguard the by tosids bl wliich the. lino cf
communication coulti bese!verod, forcing
thus the enemy ta fritter his force tli uitl.
mately h.e may le engaleti in an aotion wfth
oddts agains: him;and the position cfthe tire
armies riveraod. Napeleon'a retreat froin
Rusais aCfords a momorable example cf
the danger or isufficiently guarded and
prolonged lines of communication--has lino of
retresat lis out at the. Borosina by two
Runsua 6orps iwho 1usd mancouvroti on ab
faka of it, starting co from the north and
anothor [rein aouth of Prussia, andi bis r.s
treat wus conyerto<i ino one )t the. mcs&
disastrous routa Gn r.cord. An adrantage
the dcfontve army lma ovor the. advoraary
is the enab andi cowparative cheapness it
whiah it cau be suiîplied, the. trocips boing
duzpersed oyez a large extent cf terrltory,
ready accus te magazines ca be Laid, eue
ef transort, and the districts theielves

r epîd can noarly supply the army by
ihicli thoy are ocrupieti. Another examplo

of difflculties encountercd by invadora as far
as supplies are conaerned, is to Le founil ini
the adranco cf the Prussians towards Chan-

is ar-mies in the north-west cf France la
1 i7O, the invarers vroulti have been oblig.d
te relre&l f thc capture or L-9 Mans andGou-
Ille had net replenishedti hoir exhausted
trains withhprevîaions. Railwaya zomt le
more favorable te the deronuive than te the
offensive. It istrnietey help Chuoffentie
*rmy te asemble much quiakor tisa if il
bai ta e hacrnpiished by ordinary roadi-
suci lm thre assembling of the. Germais con
tiugents cffecteti in about a rortright. It alse
factûitates collection of supplies, &3., but
vihen tho invader la on the enemy's territory
oond:tions are reversod, for if the dofonder
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o wnet use hi% railvvîsys go concontrato lby L>.
teral movemen ( on secun t cfr u ncert ain ty o (
the point of atr.aok,still *a h. lasreliring il lin
destrays, the raitwaya in i a front lie 1-.ys ait
impodimont in tht way of tue oenemny,pîning
thua suflicient tirai taeflàuiaî concentra-
tien in a line in rear or tifs: fonmery cocu-
pied b>' hlm.

Taking the Waterloo otamprnign as Ait 0X.
ample, Antl auppesàng it hall Ilen gestu
tbrough witi the asiàtano.. of railw4ys noir
te Le tound on that thosfrt cf iur, Nanlfenn
would have ccncontrAted bis troeps frni
Paris te Fleure by menas cf the Ligie
Val lenciennes MaboYn a rallway as unfers-een
ais ho actuall>' was then,anq irouiti bavefound
tbe allies d isperseti wsfghîng the aven
us te Brussels front the ses te-tii. Girmîs
frontier. But-in the. action et Ligny the
Prussian corps nt Ctuoy AndI neaglbourltooti

mit have beon brouglat up te the baille
ne ld b>' rail in time ta take part ini the
oonlit-and anpposisg Nâpoleon stUll ,io
torieus tiie Prussien rotreal. on Waterloo
wouid have beçu.oiroctod byr the Wuare andi
(lombland railwauys. bringiog the Prussian
arny or at large part ef thein on'tLie gattlo
field. in tie for the baille, irastendt cf their
roaching biiere about tbree o'cloctk p.rn.-
Napoleon'a-idvsnce on Waterloo woulti ne&
have bicon muai nltoreti as the railwaya
woulti have been deiiroyed, As the enemy
rtred. This la supposing a Frenchi force hati
net been det etaoeut them behind the.
retirining foroes-and had srucoe»t- thon
things woulti bocome ranch similar te wmat
tho7 actually wer., tien Weltingtot<a move.
ments vmould nlot Lave differed very muoli
from whlat the>' actual>' were--Graucby
mould have puraneti bhc Pruuis mac as
ho diti. The sum tot a emi then ini fayer
of the daeonsivo whon use o! rtilyrsys comes
into question.

The. Lest governinent ta assume the ini-
tiative In the dospotio. AIL [he questions te
Lie aolved by politicai as oll a tactica
strategy bains loft t he disaration cf one,
the. place cf campaiga am bc more re#Aily
decideti upon,tbe cost of the initiative bain&
consideirabie. If loft te llst disouslon cf

nmy. delay miii b. lncurred, it loti n the
poirer cf one ta decide ne suai delsya
wmli talc. place, ait piomptness la
absolutel>' necesa-y ta sSaure the ini-
tiative. All the reoni cee cf the nation ame
h-dirotobards onetaend sith a nnity

cf purpose anti designut e4.oa Le the atu--
bute of ne allier goreramiint, exoept the
despotic. Nspeleou is * jood example
wvia cala be aaduicad cf >ie Influence a
foria cf goveramont lias on tbe secuning of
iii. initiative. A more modern example
m7igbt Le founti inWiiliain of rusathntugh
hoe is sororigu cf a nation 4nd apparenl>'
governed by constitutionnl lIntitutions.

l'ie concentration cf trcept priens to
adirance [n ance was effectedl b>' the use
cf raulwan the officiais cf wlilai, even, moersi
under the milita-y coul roi tif the comma e
der ini chief cf the army. Tisa drantaLges
are lest if the dispot Lits bad beÈh or
meàkened braira.

Q.4aiion 2.-WLa& mare the i-casons that
induced the Coufoderates te stand on the
defonsivo at tho commencement cft uhe
Civil War ?

ÂAnwer Io Quelion -).-The ressens bo-
lengeci te polatical alrategy. The Preuldent
of the. ;.oniederate rýtatez prevuted lie
advaaaoe of tise CUtnfedorato arrny on Waah-
ingten after the batlicf Bull Itan, because
it bad beau atate t th îe besiflhragofbbewsr
that thc abject of the South was net te tub,

juagale the citer itates of the U nion, but ta
secure ils indaipendence.This secured Mie aid


