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TUL TRAVELLER.

AT THR SOURCH O THE XiLA.

Dy Mrs, Llemyns.

10 sunser’s lght, o'er Afrie throws,
A wanderer proudly stood

Basido the well—spring, deepand tone,
Of Egypt’s awlul hood—

The eridlo of that nighty bLirth,

8o long o hidden thing to earth.

1o henrd it Hife's Arst murn: o g sound,
A low my=terious tono—
A murie sought, but ttever found,
By [ingy and warrlors golie
11e” Hatened, 10 his beart beat igh -
That was thesound of victory.

Tho rapture of a conqueror's mood,
Ruash'd throuzh hts burning frune,
The depths of that groen solitudo
Its torrents could not tuwme :
Thero stillness lay, with Eve's last smlte
Ttound thoso far fountatns of the Mile.

Nighbt camo with stars ; across his zoul
There swept o sudden chiange,
Fren at the pligrim's glorious goal
A ghudow durk and strange
Dreathed from the thought, so swift to fail
O'er triumph’s hour— and 15 thisati ?

No nfore than this 1 what seem'd §t now
First by the spring tostand ?

A thousand streams of lovelter flow
Buthed his own mountain land,

Whenco far o'er wasto and ocenn tracil

Thelr wild sweet voices call’d hlm back,

They call'd him back to many a glade,
His cbildhood's haunts of play,
Where brightly through the beechenshade
Thelr waters glunced away
Taey call'd bim, Wwith thetr svunding waves,
Back to his futher’s bills and graves

But darkly Iningling with the thought
Of eanch fantliur scene
Rose up a fearful vislon, fraught
\With all that lay between—
‘The Arab's lance, the desert’s gloom,
The whirding sands, tho red simoom,

Where wastho glow of power aad pride ?—
‘The splrit born to roam ?

His atter'd beart within him dicd
With yearnings for his home—

All valnly stmg;:lmi: 10 repross

‘That gush of pataful tenderpess.

Hewept ! the stars of Afrle's heaven,
Ilehold hits burning tear,

E’en on thatspol where Fate had given
‘The mead of tolling years.—

O happiness ! how far wo flee

Thine own syweet paths in search of theo !

INFANTRY LESS0NS OF TUE
MANEUVRES,

(Continued from page 692)

Resuming this subject our coutemparary
observes that it was pointed out in the firsi
article how plainly tho manmuvres showed
that the stiff Brittsh Jine is not adupted to
the requirements of modern war; for the
choico at themancuvrees bemgonly hetween
line and heavy columns, the colzmus were
usually emplosed for advauces even undes
sruilery we on ground which was especiully
favourable fer hno formation, by reason ol
its openuess awd freedom from obstaclo
daployments beng constiutly made under
heavy five.  When dunng the manccuvres
line bad Leen formed, theiwr old advantages
were lost, because the fire of nifled guns at
ranges practical for them, but useless for
tho old smoothbores, flwnked the line, so as
1 take them in the direction of thewr
greatest depth.  ‘The next unportant ques-
tion (our contomporary procceds o say) is
whether the flank attacksso constantly
mado were wise or thereverse. We hold
them to havo been wise, though not always
perfeclly carnied out, and tvo wiil neow at-
terupt to show how nmodern amprovements
in guns and nites render flink attacks
alumost imperative, atd why they are now
suporior 1o the tacties of the great Napoleon,
who, a3 arule, broke through the centre of

th enemy’s lino. Napoleon and Welling-
ton, carried the principles respectively of
atlack and defenco to theie highest dovelop-
ment—highest, that is, so long as men
fought with the old weapon, The Napoleon
and Wellington of to day would change
their system, not becauso thoy used to be
wrong, but because the two great command.
ers would kootw how to adapt their tactice to
the new circumstances. Leaving out of
question for tho moment the advantages of
pursuing an  labitual system of attnck or
one of defence, wo will consider how attacks
should be made for itiscertain that onoeside
at feast must attack.

If wo examine the old troalises on war,
wo fiud &8 number of plang given for arrang-
ing troops in order of battle. T'wo opposing
armic used to proceed leisurely, and nel
ther attacked till the other had made its
dispositions. Thoy were like two chess
players arranging their pieces in the regular
order before tho commmencement of a gnme
And uvo wonder, for jo those days war was
constant; men of rank made it the business
of their lives, looked to it for their name,
their fame, nnd often even for their wealth,
while thesoldiers were cither feudal servant,
or mercenario who sold thewr services for
pay and plunder sometimes to one nation,
sometimes to another. The fierey attacks
of the French in their wars of the Revolu-
tion gave the death stroke to tho whole
system, and Napoleon's genius found in the
usc of requisitions combined with contracts
means of moving his troops €0 rapidly as to
out-manceuvre and demoralise all armies
led by generals who had been tratned on the
old system. What happens invariably in
such cases oceurred now. Napoleon's ideas
were adopted and his methods copied toa
great extent by other Powers. Some re
ceived them in their spirit, others according
to tho fetter. Englangd aloneneither copied
tho letter nor accepted the spirt. Welling-
ton’s system was to act on the defensive,
tactically, so it is assumed that the defensive
must be right for 21} time. Wellington used
bis troops drawn upin line with artillery so
mixed with them as to be able to take shel-
terin infuntry squares when attacked, so
nothing new must over be introduced.
Wellington met the offensive centre attack
by a steady front and won, therefore the
English must stand with solid impossiveness
in every hattle for ever and ever. This pride
inold achiévements and in the memory of a:
great chief is an excellent virtue worthy of a
great and aucient people, but it may be
overdone. Now that suff ne of battle and
steady endurance of fire withont replying
hwe become impossible, may it not be well
to ask what wonld Wellington have done had
he fived anl rethined his youthful fuculties
unimpaired in 18722

Suppose, first, that he would have adhered
tn the defensive, and that he wasattacked by
a Napoleon in the oll centro attack fashion,

He would have argued that his artillery. ]

even il belonging 10 an army three times ns
numerous as any he ever commanded.would

bo ablo to concentrate its fite upon the ad-,

vancing columns on tho ency without
moving a single gun, supposing tho pieces
had been well placed at the commencement
of the battle. His infuntry fire. combined
with that of the guns,would thiow thecnemy
into disorder Jong bofore they came within
reach of a possible charge, and they swould
inevitably break up. Would ho thon cause
his infantry to charge with fixed bayonets ?
No. for the enemy would be too far off;, and
broken as they would be, theirfire and that
of their artillery would binder bis advance.

e would knnw, hawever, that the flanks,

bad Leen weakened tostrengthien tho front

attack ; ho would have made his dispositions
beforohand. and while driving the defeated
columus pefore him —not with the bayonet,
but by fire~—ha would make a flink atiack
at the same {ime. Such, we belives, must
be tho fate of concentrated centre attacksin
our days, and Napoloon, if he lived now,
would not practise them, becanso at differont
ranges nearly the whole artillery of the de-
fenders could be direcled againat the attack-
ing columns, All roasoning from facts, all
experience of the lato war, tend to prove
that a trained army, properly covered,ither
natorally or artificially, properly trmeod and
supplied with ammunition, is unassailablein
front with any hopo of success. Solong.as
French regular army existed it never once
failed to meet and hold back & front attack
uutil its flank was turned. The author of
the Zactical Retrospect 1866 tells how the fire
of a defending force caused tho attacking
force to steam naturally towards the flanks.
With later experienco before us we may say
that what the troops did by instinet was the
right thing to do,and must in future be done
systemetically dnd by order of the generals.
Von Moltke, in an article published by the
Militair Jochen Blati, in July, 1865, says
that a line of troops with open ground in
front of them can defend themselves against
a"y front attack and be pretty sure of suc=
cess. On the other hand, ¢ As the chance
of & iront attack beirg successful becomes
smaller so much the moro certain is it that
the enciny will direct his attention to the
flanks, snd so0 much the more important
does it become that these should be well
protected.” His words have been verified in
every battle between armies provided with
breechloadors, and it seetns impossibla to
avoid the conclusion that flank attacks
supersede all others for thoreal decision of
battles. Front attacks must be made, of
course, to hold the enemy fast, and
we now come to a very important
conclusion based upon the rapidity of fire
from breechlonders. If an enemy atlacks us
boldly in front and we reply by a simple defen-
ce, il is almost Vmpossidle to know his
strenght, or to be sure that hic is not very weak
in front and massing As {roops on our flunks.
For, if an ejual force can holdits grount
with ease against front attack,ap inferior
one can make the scwe impression for a cor-
tain time and aggressively. Such work
was actually done frequently in 1870. Teak
for example, the battie of Mars.la-tour. The
object cf the Prussians swas to hold Bazaine
tast and prevent him from making his es-
cape from Metz. TheThirdCorps was the first
to arrive 1 conlact with the French Armyy
There was no hesitation or doubt about it
conduct, though the French weroitamensely
superior in strenght. It laid hold* of Bazai-
ne's army like a billdog and never ceased its
apparently reckléss attacks, though perfec-
tly certain not to succeed in driving the
enemy back. It held him fast, and though
it lost nearly 7000 men, maintained ity
po-~ition and its hold upon theenemy uatit
suy ported by the successivearrivalsof other
corps. It i3 now a golden rule wilh- the
Prussians never to yicld an inch of ground,
becauso once yielded it is s0 hard to regain
it. Itisrecognised that an inferior force in
position can hold its own for a long time
against:front attack—and for this reason
they are not afreid of weakening theic
front in presenco of tho cnemy, 50 -only
that they can uso thoe troops taken away
for the purpose of a flinkattack. In ibis
tho action on thelast day of tho manwuvres
the battlo of Amesbury as it was called, was
wisely conducted against an cnemy so prons
to act on the defensive as vras the Northern
Army, A small fords did, in facy hold the



