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PUBLIC NOTICE.
In ordor to meoet theroguirements of thelr rap-
1dly growing busilnesa, the Presbyterian Nows Co.
Toronto, have changed thelr oftices frem 31 York
Chambers, Teronte 8t., to
94 and 23 PRONT ATAELT V7EAT.

1a consequence of this change it is partioularly
requested that in future all cemmunioations re.
lattox to the busivess of the Presbyterian Newn Co.
ubd the ' Presbyterian Review,” be addressed to
* Proeabytorian News Co, Toronto*

Al communlceationa for ths Editerial, Literary,
News and Misosllansous oslumas of this jouraal
should be addresssd to the Editor of the ' Presby.

Ha .
terian Review OXO0. M. ROBINSON,
Manager.

"THE SABBATH SOHOOL OOM-
MITTEE AND ITS REPORT.

R. JARDINE and his committee have
cvidently used all diligence to sccurea full
and complete report of the Sabbath school work
of the Church, and the tabulated returns pre.
sented are of a gratifying character, They con-
tain information, accurate and reliable, upon
most of the points of interest. But it is dis-
heartening to find *hat in various presbytcries
thete are many non-teporting schools, and that
three presbytencs—Newfoundland, Wallace, and
Owen Sound with an estimated aggregate of 73
schools—are represented only by dotted lines.
Indeed the ** Report on Statistics ™ is, as far as
it goes, more satisfactory in regard to the schools
than the Sabbath School Report itsell, teturning
1,76t more workers, and 12,937 more scholars
than the latter.

This state of things ;s treally too bad, and if
it 18 to conunue, the Sabbath School Committee
should be relieved of the duty of collecting sta.
tstics altogether,  This would be extremely
unfortunate, for the * Report on Statistics ”
must, of necessity, limit the items in regard to
Sabbath school wotk to two or three, whilst
there are a dozen points, at least, on which in.
formation 1s to be desired. ‘The committee
suggest an effective remedy for defcctive returns,
* The Sabbath schools should be supplied with
the means of recording such facts as the Church
woulid like to know ; and there should be estab.
lished a simple and systematic process of report-
ing these facts to the presbytery, synod, and
Assembly *. n other words, uniformity in
recordin? and system in reporting. ‘The series
of record books prepared by the committee,
and issued by The Presbyterian News Com-
pany, Toronto, under their direction, meets the
case. It has recewved the approval of many pres-
byteries, of three synods, and won the distinet
endorsation of the General Assembly. It is
having a pretty wide trial during this yesr, and
we shall be disappointed if the good cflects
thereof are not evidenced in more satisfactory
© retutns to next Assembly. Given, in every pres.
bytery an enthusiastic convener, one who will not
merely serve up for the synod the returns sent in,
but 1nsist that every schoot shall be heard from,
and there is no reason why our Sabbath schools
should not shew as complets reporting as the as.
sessment rolls. Itishoped that presbyteries'com-
miltees will press niore vigorously than ever for
full and accurate returns from all the schools.

1t 13 pleasing to obsetve that there is 2 steady
out-flow of liberality to missionary objects—last
year nearly $10,000, from about 100,000 scholars,
But, after all, what is this ? Not half a
cent per Sabbath for each scholar,  Some
schools, of course, are far in advance of this
paltey sum. A few give even munificently, but
the want of heart in many, and the want ol
sz'stem in many more, and the entire neglect of
the duty in no small number, bring down the
average wofully. In some by no means back-
bush presbyteries less than onethird of thz
schools do anything for the mission cause. Pres:
bytenies and sessions should give this matter
their immediate and most carnest attgntion.

The year has proved a fruitful one in addi
tions to the communion rull from among the
scholars, no less than 2,735 having been so
added, as against 1,777 in the preceeding year.
There is reason to believe that the great body of
our teachers are faithful to their high calling and
to the souls under their guidance, and wil there-
fore give dlﬁfem heed to the recommendation
adopted by the Assembly :—** That all superin-
tendents and teachers be exhorted to seek, first,
to bring the children of the Church into living
union with Christ and the communiok of the

Church, and not to forget the training of the
young to assist in the work and support of the
ChurclL”

We are quite in sympalh{ nith the furthier
reconnnendation *—*"That all preshyteries take
sone suitable means (o excrelse closer oversight
of the Satbath schools, cither by the formation
of Sabbath school associations, the holding of
speeial conferences, or in such other way as inay
seem to them best”  We would reckon on great
benefit from presbyterial confetences such as
are held in some places, In which all Sabbath
school workers wve Invited to take part with the
members of presbytery. I these are brought
into use gencrally, there will be little need of
separate associations. ‘The main cnds to be
sought are the recoguition, encouragement, and
instrucbon of those cngaged in the work, the
drawing out of mote symipathy towards the
schools on the part of the people, and the pro.
moting of a more gencral interest in Bible study,
That the presbytery, as a presbytery, concerns
itself in the least with such matters, many, Los.
sibly the majority of Sabbath school scholars and
teachers, never dream.

Perhiaps the experience of former committees
bas discouraged that of Jast year from direct
effort in the mattet of teachertraining ; but there
is na point which ic of more urgency. It is quite
possible to have cquipments and organization,
and discipline, well nigh perfect, and withal the
utmost incapacity in the imparting of instruction.
‘Uhis should not be left to hap bazard. A con-
gregation is not more likely to tuke tone from
the pulpit, than is the school from the teachers!
chairs,  Measures shouid be adopted in every
congregation for the promotion of clficiency in
teaching., [t is not cnough that ** Helps” shall
be put into the hands of the staf.  These are
largely undigested and somctimes undigestible
material ; in cases that might be mentioned,
indigestible, beeause so extremely watery. Pro-
bably on the samelines as those followed in the
preparation of the public school teachers ought
our Sabbathschool workers be trained. They
should be taught to untie the two hard kaots of
how to master a lesson and how to show others
how to master it. \Ye are not without hope that
a Tralning institute for each presbytery, to meet
for some wecks during the slacker scason of the
year, in some central place, may yet become the
tule.  We certainly belicve that a judicious nor-
mal course, under the generai direction of the
Assembly’s committee, would be of great benefit,
and we teust that there may be some feasible
{)Iar ‘anthcoming on this 'J»omt by another year.
Ve would welcome, as a fust instalment, * cor-
respondence " training classes, like those of Dr.
Worden in the American Presbyterian Church
The teachers’ meeting, an indispensable aid to
lesson study, should also be encouraged, and
should find a place in future reports.

We can see no good cause why the coluind
for attendance on the adult Bible classes, which
has appeared 1n former reports, should have been
dropped this year. There is every reasan for 1ts
being teplaced. How to retain especially the
big boys 1 the schools, is, as yet, an unsolved

uestion. Qur strong impression is that master-
ul teaching, on the one side, and the gencral
attendance of men who are no longer boys, on
the other side, will 30 hem in the gromng lads
that there will be no decent exit for them. Itis
ol tmportance that every school which has been
able to kcep its elder scholars, and cvery school
which has gathered the adult element into its
classes, should receive due credit in a separate
ttem of the statistical return,

The newly appointed committee, which 13, we
sce, to be marshalled under the old convener,
will doubtless be enabled to present a much
fuller teport of statistics and of work done to
the Winnipeg Assembly than that of the past
year. They have a 1ight to look 10 the conven-
crs of - presbyteries’ committees for the most
hearty assistance in the matter. Next to the
home and the ministry, the Sabbath school has
the largest part in the answenng of the question,
““What shall the Church of the coming genera-
tion be?* It is worth whileto strive earnestly
that it shall be all that a thoroughly taught and
trained army of Sabbath.school scholars can,
under the blessing of God, make it.

ECHOES FROM THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

HERE is no difference of opinion in the
Chutch as to the conduct of.the business
of the last-Assembly by the worthy Modera-
tor and the other officials upon whom the bur-
den principally fell. Pcrhaps some of those
who were absent may have noticed defects in
the management of the Assembly, but all who
were J)rmm are agreed that they nerer at.
tended 2 1inore pleasant or profitable meeting.
Of course this is due pastly to the factthat there
were no burning questions to discuss and vo
judicial work to do, but doubtless very much is
due to the Moderator and 1o the brothetly spisit
which was manifested by all the membets.

Before the memory pf the Assembly passes
away we desire to point ‘out some improvements
which may yet be made in the intetest of the
Church st large and those who may be membeérs
of future Assemblies,

Much valuable time was lost through no
docket of business belng printed and distnbuted
and no fixed order preserved in the bringing
up of the items of business. Conveners, it was
noticed, found a place for theic reports only by
dint of much importunity and mar ellous pati-
ence. Ifan order of business weré agreed upon
on the first day of meeting, and as far as pos-
sible each item disposed of before gmng on to
another, members could tell at any stage how far
the basiness had p and when the ub-

ject in which they were specially interested was

likely to come up; andif fhls gencral order of
procecdings were supplemented by a daily pro.
gramme placed in the pews cach moming, the
business would be further acilitated.

There was some little discussion with regard
to the posnbility of having all the printed
repotts stitched together and a copy put futo
the hads of cach croter.  Some thought this
impracticable, a view with which we do not
agree. At any rate, we thiok it a sad ply
that there should be such wasie 31 takes place
always through the prowiscuous scatteting of
repotts in the pews. At St Paul’s Church the
Assembly left behind it as many repoits as will
seive 1o ilghl the fires for some winters to conie.
We trast that whoever is chaizman of the local
cominittes a1 Winnipeg next year, he will signal-
170 ouf vist by getting from the various con.
veners their reports a day or two before the As
sembly meets, having them stitched together
and a copy sent to the lodging of cach member
intime for him *horoughly to acquaint himself
with the Assembly's business before it begins,

Lut we come now toa more important matter
about which we have already had somcthing to
say and about which we expect to have a goed
deal more to say—the mcthod of appoint.
ing the standing committees of the Church, A
proposal on this subject, it will be remembered,
was sent down to preshyterics three years ago s
but althougha large maimity of the presbyterics
were in favour of the proposed changes, the mat.
ter was quictly allowed to drep. ‘Fhe time, how.
ever, has now come when these reforms must be
instituted and an cnd be put to the unseemly dis.
cussions which arise cvery year through the
changes made being unsatisfactory to those who
are best able to judge, The simple remedy for
all the Leart-burning and difticulty which has
done so much injury in the past, is to clect the
members of these commitiees for three years
only, oncahuird retiring cach year. DBy this
means the work of these comnuttees would be
more faitly distributed, all the members would
know the rcason for their names being dropped
and all would have the opportunity of ixcoming
thoroughly acquainted with the work of the
Church.  ‘The Church is not aware how many
ministers and clders have been hurt by being |
put on & committee for a single year and then |
dropped without having any i&ea why they have
been so treated.  We trust that overtures from
all the presbyteries on this subject will be sent
up to the next Assembly, and that ovr Church
will fall into line with other Preshyterian
Churches all over the world in the method of
appointing standing committees. In this con-
nection we notice that the standing committecs
of the American Fresbyterian Church are com.
posed of an equal-number of ministers and
elders.  Surely that is only right, seeing that all
our courts are made up of an equal number of
cach class, But on other grounds this change is
desirable, This system would give the Church
the benefit of the business skill of many who
now can take but hitle active interest in her
work, and it would also lead to a knowledge of
the work which would tend towards the develop-
ment of largely increased Iibcralitr.

One more suggestion we would te:ﬁectfulty
offer for the consideration of the Church, The
devotional exercises of the Assembly were much
enjoyed, and we trust that such prayer meetings
a3 were occasionally held for an hour before the
opening of the Assembly, may come to be an
established rule. But would it not be very
profitable to open the meetings by partaking
together of the Lord's Supper?  Drethren mect
brethren there from whom they. are severed by
thousands of miles throughout the year and it
would doubtless dzaw them closer to each other
and prepare them to enter on their work in a
right spirit if they began by remembering Qur
Lord at His table.

e shall be glad to hear the views of our
readers on these matters, and in the meantime
we will unitedly give thanks to the King and
Head of the Church for His manifest presence
in the Assembly.
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A WORD TO OUR FRIENDS.

ROM the announcement in these columns
tast week,and repeated to-day,it will bé seen
that we have taken another and a long step for-
ward. We have enteted larger and more con.
venient premiscs, and have added greatly to our
facilitips for producing the Review, and for the
prompt and satisfactory dispatch of all kinds of
printing and publishing. The facilitics now at
our immediate command are not surpassed b
those of any other printing and publishing kouse
it the Dominion,

No good work can be entered upon.in this
world without some opposition, and our readers
need ':iot be su;; :ise;i 1ohlarn that we have {nvad
our share of this stimulating expericnce.  We,
too, have been fighting the T)cqm at Ephesus,
metaphorically speaking. However, we are very
glad 1o my, all the petty annoyances and con-
temptible tricks which were meant to do us in-
juty have only tended to strengthen our position
and to increase our circulation. Now as we are
widening ouc sphere of usefulness we wish again
to reiterate our determination to do what service
we can to the Church, and to render the Rxyizw
more and more useful to ber life and growth.
We believe that the Revizw has done the
Church some service in the short time it has
been in existence, and we trust by God's bless-
Ing to Increase and extend that influence in
the coming years. We hope to maintain our
entire independence of all political oe ecclesias-
tiul!pan!‘um, but at the same time to be care-
ful of giving unnecessary wounds or rousing un-

necessary snimosities. We wish (0 show that we
are sccking the spizitual good of our people, and

desire to be anlmated In our utterances by the
spirit of Christ.

We would take tho opportunlty of calling the
attention of all our readers and inisters, espec:
ially, to the fact that we have now secured un-
surpassed facilities for carrying on our publishing
and printing departments, and that they will
consult their own interests by communlcating
with us when they bave any primting or pub-
lishlng o do. The Church also has a large
amount of printing to be donc for [t annually,
and now that we are in a position 1o undertake
all such work we would be glad to have an op-
portunity of making tenders on cqual tenns wish
other  establishments.  Hitherto, In a num.
ber of Instances, this oppottunity has not been
afforded us, but we trust in the future the Church
will sce to it that the good business rule of call
ing for tenders will be obscrved, and that her
interests will be duly protected wherever the
spending of moncy s involved, All weask isa
fafr ficld and no faveur,

In entering upon ovr mew premises we would
again thank in tLis public way all those who have
taken an interest in cur welfare, and who have
contributed 1o our success. Wetrust they will still
continue their good oftices and further assist in
increasing the circulation of the Review and the

enceal expansion of our business,  In turn we
ope to be able to show oursclves more and
wore worthy of their confidence and support,
Meantime we shall be glad to see our fricnds at
26 and 28 [ront §t. West,

TICKETS FOR HEAVEN.

A GRNTLYMAN in Halifax,Nova Scotia,recently received
s letter from Rev. LG, Auclalr, priest, St. Coeor de Marie,
Quebee, lmlmlns **ten Hekets fur Heaven,  Kindly help
ut. The Holy Virgla will recompense you, During six
{’uu we shall say holy mass for our benclactors,  Assem

led in the chapel every evening we sball pray for them,
Have courage | thete {s s gowd chance for you. 1 have
beard a favorable repost of you.  Tnat is why 1 hope you
wll not relute ut®

Thls lettes was weltten a forinlght apo. We have »
sample of the ticket for leaven, The following s the
{nsciiption on the first slde (translated) 1=

Ticket for 1leaven. Twenty five cents. The Catho.
li¢ Church is the way to 1feaven. Without the Church
no saleation,

For the next shx years a mass will be said at the Corur
de Maric cvery month for thoso who Luy these tickels.

d lmpamater,

E. A, Tascuxzzav,
Arckblthop of Quebec,
On the other alde of the ticket there are given
Direcrions
For voyageurs who are travelling towards Paradise ;—
Derart At all bours. Axxivei=\When God

pleases.
Price or Prace:

13t class. Eonocence and wlling sacrifice,

and class. Denitence and confidence In God.

3rd class. Repentance and resignation.

Novice,

1st. There are no return tickets.

ard. Thete are no pleasure trains,

3rd. Children who have not arrived at the years of
undecstanding, pay nothing, Erovldtd they aze held on
the lap of their mother, the Church,

41 It is eequested (hat 5o other baggage than that of
good works be carried U one docs pot wish to lose the
i::ln. por expetience any delay at the station before the

1

sth, DPassengers are taken on all along the line,

And this, be it noted, Is the way these lhlnfv are done
{n the Proviace of Quecbee, with the direct imprimatur
of that distinguished penonage Archbashop [uow Cas-
dinal] Taschereaw. We tbink Lhe foregoialg is a pretty
urgent plea for French evangelizatlon,  This way of get
tiog people to Heaven would be startling enough to Peter
and bis brother apostles,—2elifax Precdyterian Witnen,

And this is the man whom the Pope of Rome
dclights to honor, This isthe man whois now the
teader of the Roman Catholics of Quebec.
Truly the claim of f4¢ Church that she never
changes is well sustained! We agree with our
esteemed contemporary that “the foregoing is a
pretty urgent plea for French Evangelization.”

His Worstie Mavor HowrLawDp is earning
the gratitude of all good citizens by an active
crusade against public vice and immorality.
Thanks to his vigorous administrations of the
taw, haunts of infamf are being broken up, the
unlicensed sale of iiquor greatly rcstricteJ: and

enerally, everything offensive to good morals
ganished the city. By his efforts the notorious
Police Gazette and cortupting publications of
kindred nature are to be shut out of the
Dominion.  Indecent photographs and posters
arc 1o be prohibited under penalty of a severe
fine. All this is very satisfactory, Mr. Howland
is nobly redeeming his promises to the electors,
Soon this city will have good right to be con.
sidered tuaterially 2nd morally clean,

Wg would ask the attention of our city

¥ | readers especially to the letter of * Fidus” in

another column. Our correspondent has had
unusual facilities for becaming acquainted with
the spirit that obtains in arranging for the re.
ligious training of the young in our charitable in-
sututions, and the revelations he makes are not
calculated to set us altogether at ease. The
matter deserves looking into, and we promise
onr correspondent that we shall not lose sight of
it.

.Ihu view dof th} ret;egt ;;..tiqn of tl;‘e Anembcl,)}
with regard to Jewis issions, the r
Rev. A. Ben Oliel, Missionary in Romg‘gf the
British Society (or the Propagation of the Gospel
among the Jews, will be read with much interest.
We shall be glad to give a portion of out space for
the discussion of the proposition to organite a
Hebrew-Christian Church.

Wr have received from Dr. Cochrane, too
late for insértion in this week's issue, a lotter
from Rev. T. G. Thompson, the Presbyterian
minister in Vancouver City, lately desolated by
fire, making a touching appeal for ald.
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