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THE FOURFOLD ASPECT.

‘The early hie of Jesus Chnst has been pictured to us in
different aspects.  Four of His friends undertook the task ;
and cach painted lus Lord in that character i which he
loved lamself to remember Thim. St Matthew, a thorough
lew, whose dewre and  prayer were that the children of
Israel mught be <aved, spoke of Chnst as the  Messiah
promised to the fathers —the Messiah who tulfilled the Law
and the Prophiets which were so dearto Hebrew heans. S
Mark wrote for the pracucal and encrgetic Romans, and he
told them of a Saviour as active and untiring as they were,
Lutin a better cause 8. Luke, the beloved physician,
gazed ont on the wide world with eyes that were pluful and
tender, and depaeted Tesus as the Healer of men without
distinction, hated Samaritans and distant Gentiles as well as
the members of the common-wealth of Isracl. S, Jobn
St b wham the old Schoolmen likened to an cagle--
soared 1o regrons higher stdl. His Chnist s the Chnist who
15 divine, G of an ainfinte majesty

Here, therefore, 1s a fourfold Christ. And Christians
should aum at reproducing, not one of the portraits of their
Master alune, or two, or three, but all.  T'hey should stand
foursquare.

We ought to imitate Matthew's Christ. e loved what-
cver was good i the past of His people. He did not
destroy 1t, but gave it fresh hfe and meaning.  We need to
walk i Ths steps 3 for we forget the lessons taught us by
the past nstory of our land, and we do not copy, as faith-
{fully as we nught, what was pure and lovely i the behet
and conduct of our fathers.  They were great Bible-readers;
but there are so many newspapers and magazines which we
must peruse and discuss, that the Word of God is in danger
of beng shghted  Their old-fashioned religion made much
room for sclf scrutiny, and quiet prayer, and carnest medita-
tion : but ours is full of excaitement and rest’essness.  They
drew a distinet hne between the Chureh and the world ;
but we are afrard to be entirely  conscerated, lest society
should pronounce us destitute of Hreadth and hberality.
Lake them for all i all, the former days were not better
than these @ but there are some matters in which we Lhould
certainly do well to ¢ travel back and tread again the ancient
nack.”

But Chnstian men must lose Mark's Chnst oo He
was unwearymg in His labours.  Every day, every moment,
He was busy, sceking the glory of God and the good of
wen . sometmes e had no lasure somuch astocat. We
complam that we cannot do much, hecause our sphere is
small. Bt Hhis sphere was small -a carpenter’s shop in
Navzareth, and then, for only three years more, the provincial
town of Capernaum and the narrow strects of Jerusalem,
Palestine, from Dan to Beershicha, s a Intle land —2a land
commonplace and rugged. 1015 not a continent, withwide
plams and populous cities and slsp-beanng nvars. Y,
within this contracted space, Chnist spent that brief hfe of
s which was so fruntful an blessing.  Why shonld His
disciples hanker after the fat pastures and the ample estate
and the nchiv furtished house 2 We may glonfy the mean
oot arcumstances by the sweetness and granduer of our
character. W may help forward, w2 true and large sense,
the Kingdom which s nighteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Haly Ghost

And Luke's Christ should be just as dear tous.  His
was an unfettered sympathy, a universal compassions a,
hantlesslove.  There are some of Gad’s children towards
whom we find it hard to chenish any mtachment --the
nighteous men, for whom one would scarcely die ; the
cntical people, who are continually finding fault; the
gloomy Chrnstans, who would almost intect the brightest
saint with their melancholy.  But even these we must
1y teowe, in spate of their angularities, on account of
the Master to whom they belong.  The woman in the
Guspels washied the feet of Jesus  His travel-stained
and tol-worn feet, and we should not despise any
member of His bady, however weak and unattractive
and aggravaung. But our teaderness, af it s 1o
tesemble Hhs, must not be conlined to the channel ol
the covenant | it must overtlow the embankment hke 2t
rver ar Bl and, It must go out to Zaccheus the
publican, and to the prodigal <on, and to the woman
of the city, and to the rabher condemed for his misdeeds.
1t must weep for those who will have none of the Saviour,
Walv then will at be hike the love ol Him of whom St
Luke speaks 1o us.

But Joha's Christ, the divine Christ, without spot or

wrinkle or any such thing—is it possible for us who are
foolish and evil to reflect His majesty, and to r'se from
our littleness to so lofty a statue and so perfect o
strength 2 [t is gloriously possible.  1f our trust is in
Him, we are even now sons and daughters of God ; we
are partakes of the divine nature; we are the spiritual
kinsfolk of the Word, who was in the beginning, and
who became flesh and dwelt among us.  Iti: a thought
to deter us from everything uawaorthy; to shed «
celestial radiance over the humblest spot in our lives;
to make us anxiovs that, by cherishing the Holy Ghost,
and by contemplating our King n His beauty, our
heavenly citizenship may grow more and more apparent.
Then death, when it comes, will only be the opemng of
adror lor us into the Presence we have loved, and so
sha. we be for ever with the Lord  Swwiday Sihico!
Chronick.

Let a man at midmght examine a sun dial by the
brightest of lamps, or the most brilliant moonlight, he
will not understand the dial, but let him go by noonday,
and the glorious sun will reveal his working, and all
will be clear. The word of God cannot be understood
by the brightest intellect, or most luminous tradition,
until the Spirit be given.—Ncw Yook Observer,

Spiritual lite needs opposition to bring out its best
development. It Aourishes most luxuriantly in adverse
circumstances. ‘The very temptations which makes our
hfe one unceasing warfare train us into true soldiers of
Christ. The hardness of our experiences, which seem
1o us ta be more than we can pos<ibly endure, malic the
very school of life for us in which we learn our best
lessons and grow into whatever beautyv and Christlike-
ness of character we attain.~ /. K. M:/lcr

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAULY READINGS,

First Day -¢* lizhold, a soncer went forth to sew.”™  Matt v
|

Secound Day  The Wheat and the Tarea.  Malt v 015t
Third Day- I'arables of the Kingdum of Heaven —Jdatt e,
oS

Foarth Day —** \Whose {an ix in his hawd * Matt, ue 112

Fifsh Day —* Then shall the end come,™  Matt, xuv. 114,
Sixth Day—** TheNonof Man . . . lus glarg.”  Matt, xav
3 I {1
Praver Merrso Torde, March U3, —*The Shorter Catechimn;

its makera, mecrite, and intluence.” ~Deut. v, 1 23,

Prol. Salmond, of Scatland, ssid recently, ** There is s very
cheap way of spoaking of catechisms. ILather and Calvin koew
their valae, aod spsred no painsto prepare them {or their own
lands. No one who undesstands what the catechiem has boen in
the history of the Church would ever speak slightingly of it, ™

THE SHORTER CATECHISM.

Of the average Scotch I'cesbyterian emigrant going wat to his
new and loncly home in some part of the British Coloniea it s tolld
that he 18 saro to take with him his Eiblo and his Shorter
Catechiem, and throogb their use he ie biblically fed and nourish.
cd. ‘Theetrong most contained in a work intended for those of
**tendor years and cf weaker capacities, * is cuough tn satisly »ll
hia coeds, and to tax all his powera to digest. lhe “cottush
peasant regarde the Cateckism asa Look of mvditation, wuite xe
wuch a3 a Catechism to be repeated, and 83 it holda in e
thonghis a place absolutely umigune. Years ago, the writer was
vinting an aged church member, whoso little hi-me was far away
on a lonely hill side, in the midet of turl wonsees and wonse
Throuyh intirmity, she was conlined to bed, and in ndditisn had
lost hier eight  As the Littlo houao was enterod. the vimlar was
told to **c>m ben, and lound his panshioner in bed, and alone
in the houwe, the me:ubers of her family being engaged in therr
fazmi Inbonr. **Arvro you not lonely here, Mrr A 2 waenekel
0h no,” wasthe reply. I say my pialm to myeell’, xnd |
know = great mnany chaptera of the llible aiT by heart, and 1 gac
ower them, and then 1 tak’ the Qaeetions (Shorter Catechiiam) and
1 y»0 ower tbem, askiog m'se} the (acstions, and when I come ts




