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CHRIST ORUCIFIED. ' folke.” In the following year, R. Har- | of Independency now in a thriving way.” Ladian Cungregatuonalists at the prc.%,

BY RLV. C. DUFF, M.,

My Lord was crucified ;
*Twixt heaven and earth suspended on the 'ree, !
Delivered up by God’s most wice decree, '
Yet slain by blind, inhuman cruelty,

Frow sin’s.dread.pawer and guilt 10 set me free

rison issued “ A Little "Ureatise upon the
firste verse of the 122 Psalm. Stirring
vp vnto carefull desiring & dutiful la-
broring for true Church Government,”
ete. ihese bring forth a reply entitled
“ A Proclamation against certaine se-
ditious and scismaticall and erronious

What a significant title is the following .
“ An Endeavour after The reconcilement
of that long debated and much lamented |
difference between the godly Presbyter-
ians and Independents about Church
Uovernment.”  This was published 1n

time. The Council system has been
veloped tu its fullest in New Engla
In the chapter on * Congreg-tionaltsm
England,” Dr. Dexter says, * Oar Er
lish brethren have beealed .. L to a.
phasize the sufficiency of each local
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And bring divinest, holiest, life tome ;

Bookes and libelles, etc., set foorth by R.
4 Jesus, the Christ," thus dicd.

B. and R. H.”

1648. About twenty years later a sum- church to act for stsel” *“They have
ilar work was issued, entitled “ Comn- j never used, and, pracucally, know nothing
munion of Churches . . . in the hope | about our system of ecclesiastical® Cour-

In 1558 began the famous Martin
| Mar Prelate controversy ‘T'he title of
Voneof Martin's books will 'indicate the
I'style of weapon used by this opponent of
'prelacy.  He singles out Bishop Cooper,
"of Winchester, for attack. His book
Vis entitled, “Hay ' any work for Cooper,

Oconn of love! how deep !
No mariner hath line to measure it ;
Man's life experiences are ali unfit
To sound this depth of deepest infimte.
And now no more the Law’s chamed culpet,
Beside its rolliug tude, 1 watchful sit 3
The scene, mine eyes doth keep.

' list on this subject we find, “‘T'he Way | one attemat has been made to Presbyter-

that by the blessing of the Lord it may | ils.”  Bah purity of doctrine and purity
be the means of uniting these two holy | of life can be preserved and developed
and eminent Parties, the Presbyterians | without an vrganized Council system, as
and Congregationalists.”  But they are the history of our knghsh churches
not united yet. At one time Baptism s . abundantly proves.  he Wterature of
debated. Among the many bouks in the | Cungregationalism shows that more than

Jusus, with thorns, see crowned !
¢ Saviour and King of 1srel ! forsooth?
This Nazarine, of men most vile, uncouth !"
Derision thus, in madness, speaks the truth.
Real Kingship his: trutl’s from his youth ;
Now bayond all renowned. !

Or a brief Pistle directed to the

lere, heaven's law unfolds ;—
The thomny path for pilgrim’s feet’s not loss ¢
Suffering with Christ for men refines from dross;
The life and crown to come are by the cross,
Not roads of comfort, such as down nr moss 3
Thus God, his prople, moulds.
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With Jesus, let me reign ;
With his baptism, be baptized ; his cup
Of sorrow, if need be, drink up;
And count the cost as nothiny, that I sup
With.-Him in His Kingdom ; and thus fill up
Bife's purest joy amain !
S —————eme:

CONGREGATIONAL HISTORY.*

In a previous 1ssue, Z%e Canadian
Independent drew attention to this latest
and most valuable contribution to Con-
gregational literature.  We would direct
attention to it again, and urge all, who
desire to get a knowledge of the first
facts and principles of Congregationalism,
to procure a copy, and make its contents
their own by careful study. Dr. Dexter
has made the subject a life study. He
has spared himsel{ no labor in his search
for the bottom facts. Intheroughness of
research this book is without a rival |
The author has visited England and
Holland, and has found and consulted |
works hitherto unknown to writers on
Congregationalism. Tho last three hun-
dred pages of Dr. Dexter’s work contains
the richest contribution ever made to
the bibliography of Congregationalism. |
He has given a list of 7,250 publications,
in chronological order, from the year
1546 to 1879. Not only has the title of
the books been given, but the libraries
where they may be found. The list is
followed by a full index of the authors.
The reading of the titles of these 7,250
works is neither dull nor unprofitable,
but the very reverse. Perhaps thereisno
way in which one could. obtain a better
idea of the.character and temper of the
writers and debaters on ecclesiastical
matters  during this period than by
simply reading the titles. of these books
and pamphlets here collated. We
give a few specimens. In 1582, R.
Browne publishes “A booke which
Sheweth the life and manner of all true
Christians, and howe vnlike they are
vnto Turkes and Papistes and Heathen

*THE CoNGREGATIONALISM OF THE LAST
Tarex HUNDREDL YEARS, as seenin its Litera-
ture. Twelve Lectures, delivered in the Theo-
Jogical Seminary at Andover, Mass., 1876-1879.
With a Bibliographical Appendix. By Henry
Martyn Dexter. New York : Harper & Bros.
“Toronte: Hart & Rawlinson.

-ete.

reverend Bishopps counselling  them '

[)U:"l
iff they will needs be barreled vp for ! In the carly part of the present century ianc\c\
fear of smelling in the nostrils o. her | we find many works on the Person of , came to nought.
“Majestie & the State, that they would | Christ showing the battle between Uni- | W. Homwes, who came fromi the north of

to Heaven by Water, concomitated by,
the sweet-breathing gales of the Spirit.”

fnige it.  In 1663, John Elliot * pro-
an exaltation of the Divine Ordin-
of Councils.”. But his scheme

AMter him one Rev.

vse the advise of reverend Martin for the tarian and orthodox Congregativnalists. « Ireland, *“bringing strong Presbyierian

providing of their Cooper.

Because the | ‘This  bibliographical list of works on . attachments with him,” endeavored to m-

reverend T’ C. (by which mystical letters is | Congregationalism is itself a notable truduce some Presbyienan spokes in the

understood eyther the bounsing Parson
of Eastmeane or ‘Yom Coakes his Chap-
lain) hath shewed himself in his Admon-
itions te (he people of England to becan
vaskilfull and beceytful  tub-trimmer.
Wherein worthy Martin quits himself
like a man 1 warrant you ... and
makes the Cooper’s hoops to fly off and
the Bishopes tubs to leak out of all Crye,
etc.” This calls out an ecclesiastical
work with the following euphonious title
—* Pappe with a hatchet, Aliasa figge
for my- God sonne, Or crackt me thisT
nut. Or A Countrie cuffe, that is a
sound boxe of the eare, for the idiot
Martin to hold his peace sceing the
patch will take no warning, Written by
one who dares to call a dog a dog.
sold at the sign of the Crab-tree cudgell,”
etc.

i 610, J. Robinson publishes “A
Jusufication of Separation from the
Church of England.”

In 1641, J. Spencer sent out “A short
Treatise concerning the lawfulness of

every man's exercising his gift as God |

shall call him thereunto.” This calls

forth a book * On the sin of hearing Un- |

ordained men.” In 1646, J.Cotton issued
a pamphlet entitled, ** The Controversie

Concerning Liberty of Conscience in |

Matters of Religion.” Then we have
“ A discourse of the Liberty of Prophe-
sying, shewing the Unreasonableness of

prescribing to other men’s Faith, and the |

Iniquity of persecuting differeat opin-
ions,” ete.  On the other side such works
as the following, “ The Casting Down of
the last and strongest hold of Satan, Or
a treatise against Toleration and Pre

tended Liberty of Conscience,” ectc.
This again answered by “A Discourse on
Liberty of Conscience. Proving that
Liberty of Conscience ought to be grant-
cd to all, and that no man should be pun-
ished for matters of conscience.”

The controversy between Presbyterians
and Congrcgationalists, in the years fol-
lowing 1647, is indicated by the follow-
ing works: *“The Trojan horse of the
Presbytenall Government unbowelled,”
“ Plainc Truth without feare or flattery,
or a true Discovery of the unlawfulness
of Presbyteriall Government.” *The
Levellers levelled or The Independents
Consperacie to root out Monarchie,”
* "T'ub-Preachers overturned or In-
dependency to be abhorred as destructive
to the Ministry, Church and Common-
wealth.”  “The Presbyterian’s Litany
sct forth and ordained to be used for the

| formal Ceristians, had not been advanc-

book, and will well repay perusal.

Dr. Dexter’s work shows clearly that
Congregationalism grew out of an earn- |
nest desire for a purer religious hfe. |
“The one original, urgent, controlling
thought which grew to be a burden upon .
his (Browne’s) soul which he could no
longer carry was that of the laxness, the [
corruption, the prevalent ungodliness of ,
those parish assemblies of all sorts of,
persons, which were the only chusches
thatthe Church of“England knew.” ‘The |
actual starting point of those early Con- ‘.
gregationalists was the conviction that 1t
is the duty of every true Chistian to seck
the highest attainable purity of faith and
life. These first founders of modern
Congregationalisn had their mightiest |
motive 1n the desire for purity of doctrine
and purity of life. The polity of the,
church at Norwich made special provision |
for the culture of purity. “Their polity .
had in it the elements of a better manli-
ness and a better godliness than any
"which it labored to supplant.”  The after,
history shows that this prime idea,—holi- |
ness of life, separation from the world, ,
purity of comunion, was ever insisted
upon. The five Independents in the
Westminster Assembly, in their appeal to
Parliament, showed that the * Presbyter-
ian Way ” was defic’ent in one vital ele-
ment, “the practical part,” said they, “the
power of godliness and the profession
thereof, with difference from carnal and
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ed and held forth.” That these carly
Congregationalists were men of superior
moral character is witnessed by the fact
that the exiled church in Leyden won
the confidence of the business men and
merchants of that city, who testified that
“they had found by experience how
careful they were to keep their word.”
The Magistrate of Leyden, in an official
document stated that, “These English
have been amongst us now twelve ycars,
and yet we never had any suit or accusa-
tion come against any onec of them.”
Congregationalists cannot afford to forget
this lesson from their history, To be
sttong we must be pure. *Purity of
doctrine and purity of life,” as Dr. Dex-
ter says, “are equally fundamental to a
genuine and victorious Christianity.”
And -again, “Congregationalism is pre-
eminently the spiritual polity. It is less
than nothing and vanity if the power of
a godly life be not behind it.”

The chapter on ecclesiastical Councils

more speedy suppressing of the growth

should be specially interesting to Can-

Congregatwonal wheel.  Amony his sug-
gestioas are the following — Tha; cach
Ministerial - Assovation (each  member
hasing with him o messenger from lus
church) make up an ceclesnastical Coun-
cil or Presbytery to hear and determine
all affars ton mighty for disposal by a
single chureh.”

In 1735, a minister in Boston made
another approach towards Presbytenan-
ism by derlaring that * the consocislion
of churches is the very-soul and lite of the
Congregational scheme, necesssary 10
the very Zsse as well as Hene of it, with-
out which we must be independent, and
with which all the gond of Presbyterian

| ism is attainable.”

But these views did not meet with ac-
ceptance. Dr. Emmons, concerning coun-
cils, declared they have no divine author-
iy at all. 1lis famous axiom was.
“ Associationismlcadsto Consociationism,
Consociationism lcads to Presbyterian-
ism ; Presbyterianism leads to Episco-
pacy: Episcopacy leads to Roman
Catholicism ; and Roman Cathohcism is
an ultimate fact.” He sought to put New
England Congregationalism on the corner
stone of Christ’s one command, and in
Vsisted that :  “If we depart from the
'platform of church discipline, which
i Christ has given up in this cighteenth
' chapter of Matthew, there is nothing in
| Seripture to prevent our being Presby-
terians, or Episcopalians or Papists.”
There are lessons here for Canadian
Congregationalists ; there is a tendency
among some to look to Egypt for help.
There are those that wanta “strong”
government ; they want to drive more
hoops on the barrel ; they want to fence
in Congregationalism by outside legisla-
tion. But our strength is not in these
things. “ Our government is not strong
in externals ; it just has God’s indwelling
to shape it, and God’s interworking to
control it—that is all; “all aleng the
years we can sece it- the real strength
and security of Congregationalism has
always beea most developed when it has
most humbled its human pride, and most
exalted its Divinc leadership.” This
work is timely; we all need to care-
fully study it. As Dr. Leonard Bacon
says, “We need to be recalled, as this
book so grandly recalls us, to the first
principles of Congregationalism, as illus-
trated in its history.” J.B.S

Wz shall be pure as the angels the
more we give ourselves upto the minis-
tering angel’s work.




