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wlîiclî so ofteii acconupaiines fainie. Mt wlîile tîuis
specîilatioîi is onu luin 'hiclî Methuselahi w'ould hîave
takzen a deep iiiterest, liati lie lived iui our days, it is of
liai dly as nutîceli practical value to lus degeixurate

deseîî.,aitsasit w~oxîld lie to iîni. for the p)ossib>le
ov'ercrowcliiig of the world is lot likely ho affect us., or
eu'ei ouir granidcliildreli.

THE Â«USTRALIAN BANKS.

A suîiiniary of the bankilig returuis of ail tie Austra-
liait colonîies ou Septenîber 30o, i891, shows a decrease
iii deposits, iii circulation anîd iii coinî and bullion as
coniilare<i %'ith the szaiie dLate inii S9o. Following we
give the geîîeral resuilts;:
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Victoria ........ ..... (4 9 bPO47ý1 ,9l11,79S' 51,315.721 eo.SGo'0745
New Soth -:e..533oj~,o,7 14,077,426 32(.633,097
New Zcail.iiit....... 2.34,262 519-126 13,493.2431 lu,555'66
Soîîthà Ailstrlia --- 1,529.6.30 510,567~ 8,519.467 10.949.US2

Qîiî'iî..........2.221,SIO 799,201 17,3S2,02u 20.60b.7b3S
Tasuîsaîîî:î...... ...... 6(&.2.!o 87,039,. 3 407-810 -4,214.8415

W..utai.......... 3SS, 3231 il 1,62'" 1.618.I732ý 2,143.23l8

19,443,99 (.15,44.0>30 139,815,019q î6;,S5.7 3$

I.z /z lut. d - . .1

Victorh........4S2.902! 14104M 39,367,375! 40.(Y)1,234
>*cw South Wales 3,3; 50402 08121

Necv Vealaîd .......... 57,8S76 35,186. 12,804).92S 13,8o)2.ocjo
Soutii Austval,;î. 477,057 4 :5 9' 7.7161,756 i,2.;9,402

QUCCîîl:îîîdtl.... ...... 641,;50 125.5' I, 9,7,53.6331 10,520,684
Tasluîaîîa ....... ....... 376,647 93,2S6, à,754.436- 4,04.,369
W. Austr.îlia .......... 87,21S l 0,40Si 1.3.73 J 1329,425

5,4"3,7-s2 565 o702 1G9,70(9,906 115,739,390

A conparisoii witli regard to certaini features anîd of
as-seus ov'er liabilities for Sept. 3o iiu 1890 and iS891
shiowvs:

Toial Depos.it' ..........
circuîlation ..............

Coiîî aîd bullioî. '......
Assets over liabilititur...

Sept. 30, 1891.

5,e!53.7S2
39,443,990
50,0>4.807

!iept. 30, IS90.

5.679,417
21,269,004
4,1,96U,716

Wf'îîstiml,i 011*ciec$' rsletloi~i1 forviu, ece~t*,d by C;Orzmel.oîî'k'îîis.

"COMMSSION OR B3ROKERAGE."

TIîT.J.A itAV 7T13l, îS 9 2.

Rcerii 1 it Irticle iii your issiîe of J.:îînary is. lvititled
a. :I penses> in t.he 1-ire 1~ , " %vli-l vnur contetonx thai

Uîcrat ofcoîiîîîsinh . growiig %t tisidîii rapidity is do ît-

lcss correct, 1 Imgx to sa.i ti if vol, 'vil] LilîîlIv aiialyze tle
statcîîiciits of seuvera of the Britishî coIIIîpaîîius, ILS giveli in the
report ror iSo.tîSîciîeîeiolîirîcy<iz%il iii fîî
tuai. ;11 soîie cases (otiier tlînuili ose îîîatrltvl -." iii tuie table

atle cs of ycnîr.article).a largea:ilniilît of ilie" Ila .ri, rees
and ocliur cha;rges or oflicials " ltit lînîvc lîcea iiîclittle4 wviîl
Ulic 'l coiiiiilii or l>rokvrai;(r," aiîd 1iai. tuli si. or compluaîies

'Inr-c "a",liouild lie extteîîde'l -,iificcîîulv ho probalîly
redicei.le :vergerat ofcoiîiîisioî ctxially pid to agentus

or lîrokers hy Ilritîsîa coisipaîîies to about 16 per cet .u %-t
stanthl, yoîîr t.bllatetl st.tciîîcsih i, to a certamin exi, I îs
le.tqliig, for ic re.asol tîtat ini soinie cases tuec rvîîîxilîeratiois of

the chlier aîgenît is imelud(edl %vithIl commîîission or b rokerage.''
%Vh1ile ini otiser cases il is lot.

Volns trulv,

ALFI:.;I) W'RIGII*T.

[Our correspIolldenlt %îill find, ulpoln exaliniiationi, tlîat
iiu the swornl statenlienîts of the coluipanlies ilu tule Inistîr-
:încc .Sulerititend(enit's report for 1890. every oile appear-
inig iii oîîr table, exceptiiîîg tiiose inarked Il a,"' report

.coiinniissioii or lirokerage Il (ufiliitely. just as set
dowîi iii the table. it to exceptionis, the Plîoeîîix
of London andc the NorwIichi Union, ail liot ho iînarked,
report specifically ail ainouîît iii addition ho Il coniisý--
sioxi or brokecragc" Ilndffer tic hlidig, Ilsalaries, fu.
anîd otîxer charges of officiais." Alîd vet our corres-
pondent is nio doubft correct lui lis deductiouîs, for evi
deîit1' niot oulv thze two coînipanlies abov'e nlaîned, but
soune others wlîiclî rcport Il salaries, fées andi otiier
charges of officiaIs,'' iiiclinde counpcîîsationi iii wlîole or
ii part of geiueral agent or mnatager iu i itemhi of

coiiiinission or l)iroleraige.' Thei lack, of uniifortinity
aîno101g tule coluipanlies ilu the treainient of expuîisc itenîs:

ini tîxeir reports iialzes it imipossible to do cotupllete jusý-
tice iii every case iii any tal)ulahed staienient, tlioxigli
,lie genleral restîlts %vill be founid very îîeairl% correct.-
Enf. I. & F. CuîRoNxcî.î.j

The appointment of a iiîanager of the Lancashîire
for the floiiîiuioîî lias been îîîadc.

*rhe Chicago fire loss for 1891 ',va,3 $3,157,34S. as
coîulpared îvith S2,092,071 il' 1890.

A British accident company wtill shortly eniler
Caniada for the transaction of business.

The London Assurance ]las rciiisured its risks lii
Kcntuncky wvill ilie Firciiaii's Fiîîid of CaVfornia.

The total insurance placed oui the W'orld's Fair
buildings ah Cliicago ilp ho Dectinîhur 3ist last M'as

The Gernian Fire of ilhiladelphiia, a sinil colipaiîy
witli Sîoo,ooo, cap)ital, liaîs beeîî ruiiîsured by tie Na»
tionial of Hart ford.

There arc rumors thiat two iiîore Britisli fure offices
wtill shiortlv entler the Doniîîiion for buiis.Onc of
these riiotrs.at least is %vell foicfled.

The Standard Fire of New York. ifter aut texper-
iclice ot p2 vu.ar-z lias dcîdecd ' o retire, thouiigli perfectly

!solu'ciît, atîti Mvth a surplus of ot'er $bz.000.

A ncw company in England to i usure stcuri tic.
coiitract-s anîd crechits ls beesî forîned, czilied Uie

iNaç.tionl1 Ilistraîîce aîd Guiaraitlce Corporationî.

The Home insurance company of Newv Vork
closed tlle yea-r 1891i ivitlu icrcased assets but a loss iii
net surplus of $2o4.205, as coîiipared witli 1890.

The dividcnds declared by the Suit ijfe, tile
\Vcslerii, anîd the Biritislî Aiierica irc rCSpeQctivcl3' Si\.

fiv'e and tlirvt -iîc'. a lialf lier cenît., 'ci*îiul
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