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BLOOD OF ST. JANUARIUS.

nteresting Descriptlon of the Liquefactic

. Miracle by a Casadian Layman,
. The Register has this week
ved a very intercstin;i lette
3 m a subscriber, a lady living i
das, Ont., enclosing one fro1
et brother, now in Naples, Italy
\We publish the latter communict
tion in full as a remarkably obsc
.vant and clear description of ti
i Hquefaction of the blood of S

' Januarius,
Pensione Poli,

Parco Margherita,

Naples, Sept. 2

3

'

My Dear:

How 1 wish that I could han
some of you here, if only for ot
day, to have you driven around 1
ses some of the wonderful churche
and just now, too, you would 1
able to knecl in the Cathedral an
kiss and sce the relics of St. Ja
uarius, But we cannot have mb
acles worked to meet our own con
veaiences.

I had told you that if I wer
here on the r9th of Scptemnber
intended to sce the liquefaction
but your letter spurred me on

I had reud mnothing about the
miracle or the life of the saint my-
self, only I know that he was be-
headed by order of Diocletian in
A. D, 306,

However, your letter caused me
to go early so that by 7 A. M. 1
was inside the great Cathedral,
one of a crowd standing before the
great bronze gates which closed
the entrance to the chapel of St.
Januvarius,

At 7.50 they were opened and we
rushed in, for it was really a rush,
and I got a position in fromt,
against the altar rails, up one step
in height, so that I could see per-
fectly well., Of course I was oppo-
. site the altar of the saint, where
' the relics are preserved, but there
are two other altars in the chapel
1 m&ﬂy large and almost as beau-
> . ‘There were niether chairs
 mor benches amywhere. At 8
; o'clock the chapel was crumnmed
! full and they commenced saying
Mass at all thrce altars, Only one
* Mass was said at the saint's gltar,
? but they were continuons at the
¢ other two, directly one was finish-
. od another priest came in. All
75 this time the people recited the
¢ *Rosa'v, the Litany of the B. Vir-
‘:;’i'jgin or the Credo and some hymns

ty:were sung, all in Italian, of course.

‘7At about 8.30 several canons and
i priests came in, all robed, and
pe. some man wearing rather a gay

¢ sort of uniform and wearing white
B kid ﬁlows. An Amerlcan lady who

E has lived here some years and is
g staying at my hotel, told me he
P was a governmnent representative
Fand had to do with unlocking the
MR receptacle containing the relics,

g% These were followed by a crowd
Anof ladies and gentlemen with a
ENscore or more of priests in their
¢ %black habity and evidently in a pri-
~xvate capacity and about five or six
>, .nuns, all crowded round the altar,
¢ There is no doubt that had I
. known the routine the day before,
7 T could have been there also, but
T did extremcly well as it wag, At
this time therewould be about 200

(o arred

ople on and about the-altar-and
g: rcast 2,000 {n the chapel, paek:

‘with ‘as: 'many people - as-possib
‘on 'the Somumitte, "

.« wu e people and
numerous candles lighted in front of
it, they were also numerous on the
altar and all round the chapel.
Now some of the canons brought
a bishop's rohe, shortensd to suit
the bust, on which they placed
them and a mitre which thef‘r plac-
ed on the head. You might say
that the mnitre was on the saint's
own skull with the silver casing in-
tervening. It all looked most
strange and weird to me, there was
an apparent mysticism about it
which I cannot explain. All this
only took a few moments for there
was mo ceremony, the people said
their prayers in their own way and
Masses were still being quie(l{
said. It was not yet g o'cloc
when one of the canons took up
the reliquary which was of silver,
circular  in shape with & round
piece of glass about four mches in
diameter, at the front and back,
forming a case and the hermetical-
1y sealed phials being secured with-
in. The circular piecces of glass
were the windows at which you
looked at the phials. An attend-
ant was there holding a lighted
candle which tiicy now kept plac-
ing behind  the glass while they
looked through. It was not yct
liquefied. All those standing found
and upon the altar, priests and
laymen and women were privileged
to look through, with the candle
always held just behind and the  re-
liquary being frequently moved up-
side down to show that there was
no fluld within. Occasionally it
was held at arm's length to show
the people for by means of the can~
dlc you could sec some distance
away. I was about twenty fect
awav from it and could se¢ quite
plainly; there was no liguefaction,
aud so half an hour or wore pass-
ed awar, all those on the altar
looking all the time and for cach
one who looked it was moved
round so that a fluild could be seen
to move, It was all done in a
quiet, stralghtforward manner, the
good priest scemed never to tire-of
showing the people. It was com-
ducted just like.a court of eﬁl;uir{,
e
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All this time Masses were being
said, one was reminded of that by
heating the  bell at the devation
whilst hundreds in the great c.owd
kept saying  thewr prayers  Once
some woman towards the back in
« duud and unpasstoned  voice
broke out m a supplicatory prayer
in Itabian  which lasted Jxree or
four minutes It caused some scn-
sation for those on the altar cram-
ed their necks to see the wotnan
who was evident! in some tron-
ble. It seemed to be quite an un-
rchearsed effect,

About 9 o'dock the canon stopp-
ed showing the relic whilst he re-
cited the Credo, which the people
repeated alter him.

Then they recommenced the ex.
amination until I thought the
good priest's arms would ache,
showing each one and moving it
eround. You could still see them
shake their heads, there was noth-
ing fluid, but at last the Canon's
face bnghter>d, he became alert
~something was happening—thei
was a deathly silence, only that
you could hear the priests saying
Mass. It was quickly held before
the faces of five or six who seem-
ed to nod assent and say, Yes,
yes  He beld it up with his left
hand and waved a white handker-
chief aloft with his right, 7The
liquefaction had taken place.

Then the crowd broke out with
a tremendous shout — not a hur-
rah, but one singie shout of tri-
umph, which was taken up by the
thousands outside and inside the
Cathedral.

Then  bombs were fired, which
was like the boonung of artillery,
and told all the people of Naples
that the mirade was accomplish-
ed Abuve all the noise 1 heard peo-
ple  wailing and sobbing, and look-
my round from my elevated pos-
on 1 coudd sen thos oo

1 was at first  surprised to  see
that they all looked through the
glass — it seemed once that it
showed a slight want of faith —
but no doubt it was not so; it
must have been merely that they
all might bear testimony to the
miracle.

Then High Mass was celebrated,
the Bishop as High Priest. There
was a good cheir, which sang a
fourpart Mass.

I had been in the front in the
chanel, but now I was behind,
probably 100 yards away. They
all seemed quite dwuifed on the
altar, but it was very grand-—the
gorgeous vestments, scarlet and
purple prominent — a blaze of col-
or with candles and in It

and then another would come to
relicve him, wearmg red vestments,
He woulu first kneet down and ex-
amine the rehic closely, then kiss
it, ete, as 1 have explained.

‘Ihe vord was then placed round
his neck, he rose from his knees,
and the pricest being relfeved would
then  kueel and examine the relic
and kiss it, ete. This scemed to
be the prescribed rule

I hought a common little picture
of the Saint at the Cathedral door,
and touched the religuary with it
as I kissed it, I enclose it, and
you will no doubt appreciate it as
a souvenir.

Well, now you see I have mnot
been delayed here for mothing., I
have becn prevented fr.m coming
o see my dear parents, but I
know that :ny father will be glad
indeed that onc of his own family
has beeu privileged to witaess so
astounding a miracle. I went
there expecting to see something—
but still I thourht that something
would be left to my imagination
cr faith to fill in; but there was
nothing wanting — cverything was
clear as day.

RELIGION ON THE STAGE.

“The Desirability of Producing on
Our Stage Plays Dealing with Re-
ligious Matters'' was the subject
of a debate at a meeting of a Lon-
don dramatic club recently held un-
der the presidency of Mr. H, W.
Massingham, literary editor of The
Chronicle. The matter was intro-
duced by Mr. Edward F. Spence,
who moved a resolution: *“That it
is not desirable upon our stage
that plays dealing  with religious
matters should be presented” —
which resolution was not put to

the vote. Mr Spence contended
that snch mattcrs should Le ex-
cluded from n

mMost modern piayvs dealt, and wo-
men  composed three-fourths of
pla~~oers.

— - - ——
A SURE CURE FOR HEAD-
ACHE.

Bilious headache, to which wo.
men are mote subject thaun imen,
becomes so acute in some subjects
that they are utterly prostrated.
The stomach refuses food, and
there is a constant and disttessing
effort to free the stomach from the
bile which has become unduly se-
creted there. Parmelee’s Vegeta-
ble Pills are a speedy alterative,
and in neutralizing the effects of
the intruding bile relieves the pres-
sure on the nerves which cause the

e, Try them.

was all wonderfully impressive, and
after the miracle I had just wit-
nessed 1 realized as I had never
done hefore, that there is an awful
mystery in the ritual of the Mass.

Whilst Mass was being said the
relic was being kissed by as many
of the thousands who were waiting
as  pussible. A temporary balus-
trade had been erected in a semi-
circle and brought out some dis-
tance from the altar, so that
about 100 could kneel at once.

The reliquary was secured to the
priest by a stout red cord which
was passed over his head.

On one side was the attendant
with the candle, and on the other
a policoman. No one was allowed
to touch the relic, and it secmed
pretty secure fromt the grasp of
anv madman.

They had very good patience
with the people, and it scemed
that all those who wi‘shed were
permitted to have the light  held
behind,

I went away at last. It was
hopeless to wait, and, besides, it
was to contiuuve 'lor a week; but I
wus there the next morning, and
was permitted to look closcly.

There were two phials, one larg-
er than the other, and somewhat

car-shaped. The larger one would
fxold about one ounce and a half,
and was rathcr more than three
parts full. The hlood was quite

-dark, Each priest would officlate
“Hor about

one hour with.the
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CONDEMNED DANCES.
Montreal, Dec. 22, — In all the
Romuan Catholic Churches of the
archdiocese & pastoral letter from
Archbishop Bruchesi was read yes-
terday.  The archbishop roundly
s~ured the growing desire for enjoy-
ment and worldly pleasures aund
the gradual disappearance of con-
jugal confidence. Balls especially
met with his displeasure. In pri-
vate hovses, he said, “dances that
shame decency, dresses that out-
rage good taste as well as
modesty, and discourses and songs
that would not be permitted other-
wise, prevail,”
ey il A

“A  LITTLE COLD, YOU
KNOW" will becomne a great dan-
ger if it be allowed to reach down
from the lungs to the throat. Nip
the peril in the bud with Allen's
Lune Balsam, & sure remedy con-
taining no opiumf

————

At .
HIS HOLINESS CONDEMNS SO-
CIALISM.

Rome, Dec. 23. — The Pope this
norning  received the cardinals,
who offered him their Christmas

reetings, The Dontiff made a
engthy address, during which he
condemned the e ive liberty of
thought indulged in  at the pres-
ent time. He sharply criticized so-
clalism, agitation for divorce, and
‘hostility - between different sections
jof the chirch,.and urged'a  union
of ‘the: Christian’chiurch,.

Y

A Column of Verse.

On Juda's Hiit.

By Muabe! Farl in Sunday Sihoul
Times.

The day on Juda's Hills was done,
And, sailing slowly toward the
west,
The stars went onward one by one,
Like freighted ships to find
their rest.
Wrapped from the wind in autle

gray,
The shepberd mused and wratched
the skies,
While close against his bosom lay
The lamb for next day'y sacri-
fice,

The torchlight flared in Juda's
t

stall
On shining hoof and horned head;
Strange shadows flickered on the

wall
Above Immanuel’s lowly bed.

The patient oxen watched the
ame ) )
With drowsy wonder ix their

eyes, .
When unto David's city came
The Eternal T.amu of sacrifice.

While yet the shepherd poadered,
1

lo! .
The purple heavens flashed with
fire;
More bright than mortal cyes
might know
Shone out and sang the angelic
choir,

Down to his kneces on Juda’s hill
The shepherd sank, and veiled his

eyes,
While on his hosom slumbered still
The lamb for mnext day's sacri-
fice,

L3 []
Cheistmas ia Swedea.

They 1l a lovely story, in lands
beyond the sea,

How, when the King of Glory lay
on His mother’s knce,

Before the Prophet, princes came,
bringing gifts in hand,

The dumb beasts felt the miracle
1en could not understand!

The gentle, patient donkey and the
ox that trod the corn

Knelt down beside the manger, and
knew that Ch:ist was bom,

And so they say in Swedsn,
twelve cach Christmas night,

The dumb beats kneel to worship
and sce the Christmas light!

at

This fancy miakes men kinder to
creatures needing care,

They give them Christmas greeting
and dainty Christmas fare;
The cat and dog sup gaily, and

a sheaf of golden com
Is raised above the roof-tree for the
Yirds on Christmas mornt

We do not live in Sweden, but we
can feed the birds,

And make dumb creatures happy
by kindly deeds and words.

No animal so humble, mo creeping
worm so small,

But that the God who made us has
made and loves them aill

If we to them are cruel, like Christ
we cannot be!

And this shall be our lesson from
our dear-Christmas treel

L J
Faltare,

{ Oh, k:;:lg and dark the stairs 1

tr
With stumbling feet to find my
God.

Gaming a foothold bit by bit,
Then slipping back and losing it.

Never progressing, striviug still,
With weakening grasp and fainting
will,

Bleeding to climb to God, while he
Serenely smiling, unnoteing me,

Then came a certain time when I
Loosened my hold and fell thereby.

Down to the lowest step of my
all,
As if I bad pot climbed at all.

And while I Jay despairing there
I heard a footfall on the stair,

In the same path where I, dis-

mayed,
Faltered and fell and lay afraid.
And lo! when hope had ceased to

be

My GZ)d came down the stairs to
nie.

—Theodomz Garrison in Smart Set.

L 4
Neel.
Star-dust and vaporous light-—
The nust of worlds unborn,
A shuddering 1 the awiul mght
Of winds that bring the morn.

Now comes the dawn; the circling
earth
Creatures that flv and crawl,
And Man, that last imperial bicth;
And Christ, the flower of all.
—Richard Watson Gilder's
Palestine.”

*
Christmas Day: Glory to God n the Nighest
(Bv 1, M)
“Glorv to God in the highest™
For Christ the Lord is born!
Rejoice, rejoice, dear children.
This happv Christmas mom.

“In

‘Join the angelic chorus, )
And kneel with sheoherds mild,
To priase the Lord of Heaven,

¥ " AchumbleJittle Chilal..
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J.,.E. SEAGRAM

DISTILLRER AND DIRECT IMPORTHR OF
WINES, LIQUORS and MALT and FAMILY PROON

Whiskies, Old Rye, etc.

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF THOSE RENOWNED BRANDS
« QLD TINES” and “WHITE WHEAT"”

Conceded by Connolsseurs to be the Choicest Flavored Whiskies in the Markoks
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ALEX. MILLARD

UNDERTARER & EMBALMER
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Open night and day.

F. ROSAR,

Undertaker.

240 King St. East, Toronto.
Telepbone Main 3038,
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The Standard of Canada
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