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lised wvere again over-run wvith barba-
rians, and wlia we gaincd in one part of
the ivorld ivas lost in another; and wliat
was the use of' laboring for nouglit ? Do
we net almoat seeru to be working
aaînst the vwill eof Cod in sucli a case ?

Mawe niot have in our failure an inti-
niation that Providence is against us ?
Hie did net go se far in worcis. perhaps,
but that was the impression Ieft.

Now is it -any ivender that, with sueli
influences around thern, and sucli diffi-
culties and discouragements ahead of
thees, yeung men should shrink from
gein- into, the missionary field ? The

iwne s that so many offer theinselves
as do for service, fevr as they, are. But
there is stili a furtlier and more unavoid-
able difllculty, perliaps, whieh 1 may lie
aBlowed to suggest without oflence.
There is something in the ver), idea eof
being under the inspection and jurisdic-
tien of a special conimittee, whicli is con-
trary te our natural desire of liberty of
judgxnent and of action. The India
Committee may bc COnposed of' noble-
hearted mnen, and largely of those who
have been iu India themnelves, and who,
are likely te, know something of the feel-
ings and ivants ofoabers; it may be, said
thiat they allowall the liberty eof judg-
nient and ef action to their inissionaries
whicli any one cani rensonably demand;
but stili it is a fact whîch oucdit flot to
bce oyerlooked, that the thougà of bcing
under a coinniittee bias an unpleasant,
restraining effleet upon sme, and that
mnost likely in proportion te their force
of character and ability for the work.
'The desire of mien for a kirk o' their adn
15 as natural as it is real; and were thert-
kirks in'India ns there are liera, or were
the inissionaries on the sanie footingt
socially and ecclesiastically as their bro-
ther ministers at homne, the salaries
inight be no larger than they are now,
but the men would certainly ba more
nurnerous. You may say, of course, that
the commnittee is neccssary to the very
existence of the mission ; but thougli the
evil sliould ba foun to ha inherernt in
'vour systeai et' gvertiment, it is réever-
tliclcss there asi have txied to state it,
and there is ne> use in trying ta speak it
away.

If -ie -wished t,, enquire more deeply
into the causes of ise creneral indiffer-
cace in thse Cliurcli of Scotland towards

fereiga missaonary effort, we night id
tlim perhaps iii their systein eof endow-
ment, in a more or less censcious cvm-
pathy ivith the prineiples eof the modern
sehools eof Culture and IŽvolution, in a
kind of worldliness et' spirit and love et'
externals whieh is rampant everywhere,
and se forth, or, in peeai, in unbeliet'
or' want eft' hi. 'ut liavingr stated
îvhat we consid,-r ta be the more in-
fluential proxiniate causes of' the scarcity
of' iissionaries, we mniglit now e nquirel,
how is the difficulty te be get over?
The obstacles in the way o? its being
(lone seens ta ho deep-rooted in oui-
nature and spread throeghout the body
eof the Chureli. Is thera any hope, apart
frens an aet ot' the absolute power eof
Ged and an ilLape et' the Spirit, ofseeing
the foreigyn mnissioaary work et' the
Churcli prosecuted with greater vigor
and success ? Witli regard te that work,
the Cliureli of Scotland as a wliole seems
at present te lie well-nigh dead or sleep-
ing. Caa the mca and vromea who com-
pose it arise ns in the strength et' God
and shake froru thern their lethargy, or
inust they wait as expectants et' a grace
and power firomi on higli which ay, or
mray never, bie i-eceived in their day and
generatien ? Sin-ely, unles wa are t.
liold by the witliering ereed et' fatalisai,
we may say that something, ean lie donc.
Will auîy oe make any suggestion on
the way in whieh it ay beat lie donc?,
M eaniwhile we close, exprcssing the hope
that soînething(, rnay corne from the re-
vival of whieh we have heard se ntc
ini the way ef increased niissiocaarv life
and zeal.

Synod'sa Home MlBsion Fauna.

Mie annual collection in our Churclies
for this fund was appointed by Synod te
be, made in January, or as soon after as
would lie coavenient. It was the prac-
tic eof the Clàerk te issue a Cireular on
the eve of the collections appointed to,
h! muade by Synod, rcrnindincr ministcr3
of thons, but, tliongh this lias0 net heen
done ini the present instance, it is hoped
that no mrinister eof ca.r Synod will flul te
gi-ve bis congregatien an opportunity eof
contributiig te this important fund.
Indeed there is ne t'und eof our Churcli teý
which tise people should ho urged more
en.rnestly te give. It is truc tisat tihe


