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on eartli, the field from whic. lio reaps bis richest crops of humina souls. Ilow
needful, thon, ouglit we all to pray," Il Lord, lîelp tiiese thine own buian crea-
tures, and deliver thena froua the fiendisli powver of Iii iii who bates both TIhee and
thein.",

But sonie persons have thoughitlessly used the argument, if argument it may,
bc called, that Ilthe causp is thoe Lord's, and wbeui is good tiuaoe conies, lie
will effeet the conversion of the lacathien iii any ivay Ile pleases." Tiiese adivo-
cates of this idea forget that tho usual way tbat God works Mie works 0o1 eartlî
is, b>' aneans. Truc lt certainly is, tliat He could crushlichathienisîn tbirougbiout
the world in an instant of tiino, b tbe outpouriîîg of' thie Hly Spirit, if lIe so,
chose to do; but this we know He bias flot donc an sueb lar-ge anci overwbielm-
ing measure, tpon ail men, nor have we any promise of is that He wvill over
do the work ln this way. The leavea of the Gospel lias already been put b>'
Hina, tiarougli the Saviour, into the dry ineal of tbe world, and it bas done
good ivork ia leaveuing such portions of the world as have corne in conatact
wîtlî it; but to the iyoan-(Matt. 13: 33) the Churcbi of God la the worldl,--
bas been eatrusted by Hlm the bigla and exalted honour and privilege of
carrying it to tlîose parts of tbe world not yet reaclied b>' the Gospel, and
planting the standard of tbe savingr truth of J3esus there. Tihis is the couinon
modle by ivhicb the Alnaighty procceds, and wve bave no righit to fiud fault with
it, but rather tbankfully net in conformnity wvith is will. Hian agents Hie
raises up aud employs thus to do lus 'will, and we, as cliristians, are called
upon by Hum to aid tliese iu thîeir ivork to the utmost of our power, as Ho bas,
in tbe riehuess of His providence and grace, blessed ourselves. The hceart of
every ebristian nman and wonaan rejoices mnost ini this, to, perceive the naine of
the Lord ballowed and adored in thie world, aîad His kingdoin flourishing bore.
Now this caunot be seen uuless those individuals, into IV" ose hcarts God bias
put grace, and calleci into lus publie service in di-tant lands, exert tlîerselves
manifull), lu ls cause, and tlîis the generality of tbeua are ixot able to do,
bowever willing tbey inay ho, unless tbey are supported temporally by tiacir
fellow-christians.

The heathen field is a bard and difficuit one to cultivate, and liow anucht
need, therefore, hiave those <levoted individuals whio set themnselves to this task,
of ail the assistance and encoura gement we eau possibly give theià. The cry
from, heathien lands to thîcîn is not generally " Coine over and lielp us," but, ln
many cases, the very opposite. They bave often te coatcad acgainst imuch
oppsition and coutradiction,-ofteu te endure mnucli ' ardship,-o1ten is tbeir
if ia dagr-and inany of' theas bave seaded thie truth of their devotion to

Jesus and lus cause, ivith thacir bhood. No motive, therefore, can ive reason-
abi>' iumine thiese mn of God can have, la going to heathen lands wvith the
gospel, than truc love to God, and the everlasting wvelhare of the perislîing but
imniortal souls of thîcir felloiv mîan. For this they laboucr zind pray; for this
Lhîey bil adieu to comfort and convenience-to, relations and frieuds-to tbeir
native country and their homes, and go forth wita nothing but thae protecting
baud of their l-Iavenly Father over tlieaa, to, win souls to Chirist. What necâl
of prudence and -watclîfuliiess and circunaspection have they, iu thxeir zeal, in
working the works of God, wvben far awvay aînong a heatlien people, mny of
whoîn are prejudiccd against tlîein and the cause whicb the), are upliolding!
Did thiose devoted missionaries not fully and finaîlly believe in the force and
power of the gospel wvbieh thaey arecearryinci along with thieni-tat it is an
instrument put into their bmands b>, God 'Ihimiseit, perfcctly and 'cSlnpleteîy
colupeteut toecrtish hacatlienisin to tlae dust, and elevate its bliaad and super-
stitious worshippers to the digunity of truc mon in Christ Jesus-not one of tmeni
would be fouud to go to thiese distant lands amad act as thaey do. But the> have
already experieîaced the power of the gospel upon thienselves, and tbey thacre-
fore know and believe wbat it eau and will do upon others witli wlaom it com.-


