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i efficient performnance are tiot easily pro-
cured, because there must be a combination
of variousqualities that, 1n their full develope-
ment, are not ofien found united. No Salbath
school teacher can bo successful without
tervent zeal and genuine picty, and that living
earnestness wl ch is clcar{y distinguished
from thoe formahsm of a heartless service;
but knowledge, oxperience, and discrotion,
are also indispensiblo.  To lum the genoral
direction may be addressed, ** Kuow what
you have to do, and do it."" By quiet and
unostentatious labour—by secking to combine
1he greatest amourt of perforinance with the
smallest exlubition of outward show—by en-
deavouring to instruct tus scholars, and to
exercise their understandings, and aftect their
hearts, without giving prominence to lus own
acquirements, or ndulging in lengthened
exposition of the passages of Scripture select-
ud for the lessons—he will best secure the
accomplishment of the object to which lus
efforts are devoted. The Comuntice recom-
mend, that in the appointment of Sabbath
school teachers; the praclice should be
followed, which frequently prevails, of select-
ing for this important and difficult duty those
anly who are commumcants i the conarega-
tion, and who engage in the work under the
sanction and approval of the mumster and
kirk-session. ~

The relationship in which the Sabbath
school stands to the Church has also been
noticed in former reports. The Committee
are not prenared to matam, that  every
conceivable c.se there ouaght to be a Sabbath
school attended by the ciildren of these who
are members of the congregation. ‘They
have always held, that when paremts are
ablo and willing to instruct their chuldren on
the Sabbath, and when this duaty is actually
performed by such patents, it1s not necessary
that their children should attend a Sabbath
school. That the minister of a congregation
ought to take a deep interest in the r*higions
.:npdilion of the children connected with it,
it 1s unquestionable , but 1t Jdocs not follow
that parents, when pliced in circumstances
which render them well fiited to ginve mstrue-
tion to their children on the Sabbath sheuld
deprive themselves of the privileges of dis-
charging this duty. 1In almost all cases,
however, congregativus are so constituted
that they may have advautageously, as can-
gregations, their Sabbath schools, 1n which
the young may be trained 1o & personal appli-
cation of the truth, aud persuaded to autci-
pate that time at which they may sech ad-
mission to scaling ordinauces, and gne evi-
dence of their acquaintance with the Scrip-
wures and their spiritual attainments,

The distinetion between Sabbath, schools
in laige cities, or populous districis of the
country, and those in vural parishes, was
fully stated in the last report.  T'hey are felt
to be very beneficial among a class of the
community, cut off; in a great measure, from
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there has been a rapid increase of popmlation,jmost eflective form, be universally n!)plicd.
that Sabbath schoals contribute most to the]The only kind of education which the
important, work of rescumg the ucglected Committee can commend, and of which they
children of carcless and irrehgious parenls'duanu to seo the universal oxtension, is that
from the evils with which they arc surrvund-;which is conducied in striet accurdauce with
ed.  Such wstrumentahty, mdeed, can make, Chiristian principle, combinmg rehigious with
but a shight and feeblo inrond on the large ordinary justruction, and recognizing the ne-
fields of juvenilo 1gnorance and delinquency. cessity of constant training in conformity
Itis only a lmulcﬁ amount ol educativn that wub o decided and avowed fanh in the
any one can obtn both at weeh-day and Gospel of Chust Jusus.  They  rejoce
Sablath schvals,  During the hours uf every that Uus is the cducauun oblained at the
day, whether spent in relaxauon or getive parish schoul, and they chensh the convie-
duty, men may be regarded, throughout thejtion, that, without the aid of such cducation,
whole pericd of their hves, as pupils in @ the cflorts of the Sabbath school would be
school, — receiving 1impressions — advancing [compatatively powerless.  Trusing that no
in knuwledge—subject to diseipline—becom- attempt cver will be successfully made 1o
ing older in experience. Tt consequently banish rchigion from the week-day school,
fullows, that from earhiest childhood the'undcr the pretext that it is taught elsewhere
largest portton of education iust be obtained jon the Sabbath, they would record their be-
among those with whum the young associate|licf, th . Sabbath schools must he .productive
when they are not at school; and that the of great and extensive injury if théir existence
tmoral and religious character of the children should ever be regarded as a reason for -
in any community must be chiefly aflected|dhifference to the preservation of that system
by the hiabsts that prevail among their parents of combmed seculur and rehigious instruction
and other relatives. But attachuing full|in the week-day school, which, united to the
weight 1o sll these considerations, 1t is not to kind of tramning to which it leads, has confer-
be denied, that the Sabbath school often gives red on this country estimable benefits.  But
a right direction to the conduct, whparting an|while the Commitieo desire to give promin-
intelligent acquaintance wnh the Word of ence to a right education, with all possible

God, and frequently cnabling the young, not
only to resist evil, but to deter others from
continuing in uts commission. Conducted,
morecover, as these schools are—devoted ex-)
clusively to religious tramnng and mnstruction
—they are peculiarly fitted to impress chil-
dren at an early period with the wnportance
of remembering the Sabbath day to keep 1t
lioly. Correctaampressions of the sanctity of
that day are by no means umiversal. > Al-
though Sabbath schools belonging to varions
denomingtions have heen stituted. in our
larae cities, many children are sull found
gathering in groups, for mischief or amuse-
ment, at the very tume at which these schools
are taught ; and even the children atiending

improvements, as one valuablo influence that

!’oughl to bo directed aganst existing evils,

they believe that the cure is not 1o be found
1n educauon alone. They recogmize the ne-
cessity of that lngher power, without which
man’s uimost efforts are unavailing ; and
wlile earnestly imploring the divine inter-
position, they are satsfied that, in addition
to churches and schools, valuable and -
portaut as they are, there must be a greater
concentration than has yet been effected, of
Christian zeal and activity i the work of
clevating the humbler classes of the commun-
ity, and maki.g them better, and happier,
and more enlightened wmen. They regard
this as a matter of pressing urgency, forced

them by no wieans umforinly mamtam thatjon their attention by the examination of the
propriety of conduct which beéomes the)working of Sabbathschools ; and which swells
morning or the evemng of the Lord’s day,{into more impressive magnitude when 1t is
but 1t 1 beheved, that, notwithstanding this, {seen how hitle such schuols, even when effi-
a salutary nfluence s exerted over thosewhojciently conducted, can accomplish. The
are placed 1 favourable circumstances, and;Commutee behieve that the evils of ignorance
that they are thus preserved from the evil ofjand vice, with all their degrading deformties,
being nusled by the daring and uuscrupu]ous!in the wynds, and lanes, and dark recesses
eflorts now so often made to eradicate andjof our cities, and amidst the coarse sensuality
destroy every fecling of reverance for thejof many rural panshes, demand the earnest
Sabbath. and immediate attention of every member of

‘I'he Commutice, in conclusion, would add, |the Church; and they would rejoice to see
that they cannot examue the nature of thesejthe Commirrees, both for the city and coun-
schouls, the work they profess to accowmnplsh, try, expressly appointed underthe sanction of
and the difficulues with which their teachiers the General Assembly, to whom the work
must contend, without feeling that, even atjmight be specially entrusted ; convinced that
the best, they form only a cuntribution te tha,it would be in the highest degree important
vast and varied agency demanded for meeting |10 - ascertain fully and “clearly the extent of

immorality, and revoluug crime that prevailjought.to be ascribed—~and the means, how-
among certain classes of the community.|ever vast and expensive, that seem best
These arespringing up with luxuriant growthjealeulated to form the careless, the ignorant,

the benefits of Christian example, and from

in our crowded citics, and larger pwns, and|the 1dle, andthe profligate; so that, ntro-

that 1raining in religions principle and duty
which is so valuable when obtained under
the domestic roof. Even in maily cases
where these advantages ave fully enjoyed,
such: schools are eminently useful. They
assist domestic training and discipline, es-
pecially among our peasantry ; and when
aided hy the religivus instruction received m
the parish school, they way be powerfully
instrumental in aflecting the heart, and mould-
ing the disposition, and giving practical im-
pressiveness to the lessons of the Bible. But

wining aad manufactuning disttigts.  Everyduced into the ranks of the peaceful, mtelli-

kind of delinquency finds there Rourishment
and suceess ; and there, too, it is most dex-
terously concealed ; but scenes of licentious-
ness and flagrant crimo are repeatedly
presented even in our rural parishes, revealing
the melancholy fact, that, with all our boasted
puvileges, there are many by whom the
lessons of divine truth, are” unknown, or, if
known,, cutirely disregarded. There is a3
loud cry for education asthe sovereign remedy
for all such evils. Tt1s of the uttnost import-

it isin our crowded.citiss, or.in districts wheie

ance thar uns counteracting influence, in us

gent, and industrious of our countrymen, they

might, if pussible, be brought at last to the

knowledge and faith that are .essential to

salvation.
o

MissioNaRy T0 RussiaAN PRISONERS,—
The Soldiers™Fricnd Society has appointed’
the Rev. Mr. Stallybrass, late Missionary
in St. Petersburgh and Sibefia, as Mission-
ary to the Russian ptisonersof war in

England,

the evils thot exist ; \he ignorance, irreligion, such evils—the real causes 1o which they



