
SANER TREATM ENT 0F MENTAL DEFEÇTS. 299

and in the case of those who are flot idiots or imbeciles a certificate
must be signed, aftcr inquiry, by a 'judicial authority' as defined

by section 19 of the Act. It may be set in motion by a petition at
the instance of any relative or friend of the 'defective' or by an
officer of the local authority (that is, the county or borough
council); and pre ýautions are +aken to guard agairrt an ortier
being obtaincd uipon insufficient evidence or for some sinister
objeet. Very oflen mental infirmity cornes to lighit in the course

of criminal proceedings, ïi. which case the Judge himself may take

action; lie mnay direct an inquiry, o>r he may make such order ns
thle j u(icial aut hori ty under t le Avt would have made. The work-
ing of one section in this connection will need to be carefulir,
watched 'wliere it appears to the police authority that ans- person

chargcd with an offence ils a defective, thev shiah communicate
with the local aliti-ority, andl it shal, he the duty of the police
n thoritv to bring before the 'ourt such evidence as to bis mnenta'
condition as max' be -availqble.'

Thîe gov erning body or central authoritv is a Board of Cont roI

co-',sisting of not more than 15 members, invested with large
powers as to the supervision protection, anti control of 'de-
fectives' : as te, the administration by local authorities of their

functions: and also as to certifving and inspectilig institutions
and bones for (lefect ives.' Upon ths> county an(l bor-ough councils

(assisted 1w the loc dt education autboritv) devolve the dutv of
aspertamnîng %vbat 1personis within tlheir areas are deI(fec(tivt,' anid

providing suitable accommodation for them. Pi-actically the
local administration will bc in the bauds of 'the cominittee for

the care of the dlefective,' composcd partly of members of the
council, but strengthened by outsiders having special knowledge

and experience of 'd .ectives.'
We have said iiothing as to the important changes effectedý

hyv the new Act in the criminal law rclating to 'clcfecti'ce-.' It is
enough here to say that, for the first timne fromn Wednesday last

effect, is given to the principle that persons who cannot take a

part in the struggle of liTe, whether they have or have not propcrty,
whether they have or have not, committcd crime, are to be pro-

terted !) h tte against themselves and others. For the first


