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1t the Lord were not able to take care of
Himsell He would stand a poor chance
among reen. He gives men six days to iabor,
and the seventh is His own day, in which He
wishes men’s lives and service speci: iy for
Himself. Some shippers have asked to have
the Welland canal open on Sabbath. The Do-
minion Government has consented, and rob-
bed the Lord of His day. In doing so it has
robbed the canal men of their day of rest.
That a few wealthy men may make money a
little faster scores are compelled to toil on
the Sabbath; themselves and their families
wronged of their Sabbath rest together. But
it is an i1l day for both men and govern-
ments when they disregard the rights of God
and of their fellow-men. **Be not deceived,
God is not mocked.”

Decaying vegetation grows fungus no more
surely than decaying religious life does for-
malism; and religious and national life are
80 intertwined that decay in the former in-
jutes the latter. One of the -wworld’s religi-
oas excescexces is the awarming brotherhoods
and sisterhoods. They are the bane of Rom-
ish couniries. *‘In Spain it is said there are
94,000 priests, 68,000 monks, and 82,000
nuns. General Blanco, who was the Govern-
or-General of the Philippines, stated recently
in a memorial thst he had intended to un-
veil the doings of the monks, but he had re-
coiled at the thought of the horrors which
would be disclosed. ‘The preponderance of
the monks,” he wrote, ‘is sufficient to ac-
count for the decay of Spain.” The Jesuits, it
seems, are omnipotent in Spanish consels.”
Unfortunately, such orders are on the in-
crease among the high Protestants of Bri-
tain. No doubt many noble souls have thus
sought duty’s path and have done deeds of

true and unseclfish devotion; but most o¢f
these could as well have served God and hu-
manity along other lines, and spared the
world much ill. The only brotherhoods and
sisterhoods that are a blessing to the world
are those of the home, ‘‘He hath set the soll-
tary in families,’? not in orders.

If the U. S. A. keeps Spain’s Indies, three
grand results will follow:

(1) The Islands, which, under misgovern-
ment, have long been in unrest and rebel-
lion, will gradually be reduced to law and
order, life and liberty will be safe, and pros-
perily wiil smile.

(2) The Gospel will {ollow and will bring
higher life, truer liberty, and@ more enduring
prosperity. The Philippines and Cuba, now
dark and priest-ridden, will enjoy religious,
as well as civil, freedom.

(3) The United States, which has hitherto
not taken her due part in international ques-
tions, leaving Britain to act, often alone, as
the upholder of world righteousness, will be
compelled, having colonial interests of her
own, to take her due part in a larger sphere.
This can but bring John and Jonathan toge-
ther, combining their powers, to right, in
some measure, the world’s wrong.

A few months since how unlikely seemed
this long wished for result; and still more
unlikely the way of its coming. The tuture,
as the past, will have the unexpected; but
God reigns and under Him changes among
nations are but the steppings onward and
upward of the race. Some of the steps, like
the present war, are sore. Uphill steps are
usually sore. Travail, is the law of birth;
through much tribulation——heavens are won;
and world gains will follow pains, till gain
is complete and pain shall be no more.



