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almost naked, which impelled me to hlli and inspeet them more
closely. There were plentv of clusters of fruit remaining in fair
condition from, the autumin hefore. The drupelets were those of
thé group of Rhus glabra; and this was a surprise, because the
first glance at the branches had convinccd me beyond possibilitv
of doubt that the colony was of the R. typhina group; flot that
thev manifested that dense velvctv, or rath-r plushiv indument
like that of the homns of stags when the hurns arc newly grown.
There are Rhus liyphiiiu allies, unquestionably such ho ail who
know hhem, that have no trace of the velvct or plusb on their
branches at, any lime. These arc conditions of which the
bot anist s who write the descript ive manuals know not hing. The
book does flot vet exish ir. whichi thc imost fundamental distinc-
lions between these trxi-ecinglv coninion shruhs. those o: thle
,zlbra type and those <>1 the 1iphi1 ,àa tvspe bave been gi yen. What
the most e.ssent ial characters of thc two groups are. 1 proceed to
state; and tlrst. those marking the 1 * phina group. The vouflg
branebes are «-' -ilidricaI. or Icrclc. to use tlic goc.d botanical teirm,
whicb rncans t hat the cross s-eci ion is In out line a circle; also t he
bark of sue.: 'oung branches is of a Jeep or dark gCreci, vit bout
trace of bloomn or pallor. In every formi or phase or dlistinct
species of the glabra alliance sucb voung branches are flot onlv
paie or u-klii wiff hlom. t bey are never cylindric or terete.
but always plainlv anglcd. thecir cross sections never circular,
alwavs ancgular. more <>r les; definitely and acut cly so. liv sucb
Cicar andl dcinite notes as these niav the I>otanist out of doors
<isinguish het-ween these two types of sumiach even in miid-
wînter; and bot hi i -pcs are comnion over an are;i t hat eml>races
almost ail of Ncirtbh AmericLa east cf thle Rockv Nlounitains. And
the points of difierence hiere emphlasizcd havc flot l'een known
to the writrrs of <)ur manuals sitting in the learium. although
herlan*um specimens exhilît t hem.

1 shaîl bave more to, sav concerninit the sumachs of West-
cm Ontari,î h)v and hv.

This pcrbiaps mo*rc distincîivelv %()ulhwrestcrn part of the
gireat 1 Provincc. as 1 t raversed il f romi Sarnia a.car thle sout lcrn
point of Lake Huron tn Ilamilton on Lake Ontario. and as I
have walked some scores of miles of il in pursuit of hotanical
knowledge. lias to mne the appearance, of what rnav have been
froni the irsi a gentlv unrlulatinjr prairic countrv brokien into
-sections of sniall extelit hv nianv woodxlanel.l>cltcdl rivers and
t heir nuflierc-us Iesscr t nbuî 'ares.

Across the prairie lnoking e:.stward froni St rat hrnv I flot cd
as at tule probable dist anc of a mile and mor- a si rM c-h nf t uber.
whec 1 1upse should find a water-eourse of some kind. and
on the wooded hilîs al>ove one spec(ial des-ideratum. Thaliétriin
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