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fricudship, social intercourse, if tiot ini sclîoois ; froîîî

newspapers, literature, the stage. .hough %Ne cling firn

to the dogmnas of the faith, as proposed by the Ciîurch, ive

adhere also to, a croiwd of opinions, ideas, views, princi-

pies, reaclh,*utg even to standards of conduct which are

opposed, if not to, the revealed truths theinselves, at ieast

to the conclusions ivhiciî iecessarily flow froni thein which

ought to streani out like so inaliy rivulets into ail tlic

actions of our life and whiclî ie cannot repudiate logic-

aliv withoiit a <lenial of the faitlî itself. How ofteu do ive

hlear laid do-wni by Catholies, as axionis of wlîat they cal

their political faith, principies subversive of the divinle

powver of the Pope or his iiifallibility! They w-ould be

horrified to tallk of tlue îuystery of tlue Incarnationu or thîe

Euciîarist as they taik of the mysicry of the Papacy,

tiioughi it is a iio less fuidaiutal article of reveaied truth.

1- ortunately, ignorance saves sucîx people from any inten-

tionlattack on flie faithi. But flic contradiction is there.

'rierc rests on tlue intellect, flic seat of faitlu, a cloud that

obscures the clear brigh.t vision, that chills anîd benunubs

its power, that dcstroys its influence ini private, social and

pubhielife. WViîat enliaincestUic evil is tle fact tliatwhilst

Nve take care to ixuprove ourselves anid our cilidreîi ili al

branches of secular linowl;edge, our religious kîîow'ledge

reinains at a stand-stiii. WXe are satisfied witlî the few%

cluapters of catechismî lcarned buit vcry nîuperfectl3' ini our

school-days, and flatter ourselves tlîative have ilot forgot-

ten thexu. Side by side witlî rapid progress ini worldly

culture, there has been no growtlî of tlue religious spirit,

no study of tlic Sacred Writingse of flhe History of tvŽe

Ciurch, of the Lives of tlue Saints, of Cathîolic dogina and

asceticisni, and, as a coîlsequence, thc good seed of faith

is chîoked by tlîe briars and thistles of v-orldliness. ?Z-o

doubt tlîis chilliuug anospliere of lîeresy is the mîain cauFe

ivhy there are so fewv canouizcd saints froin countries

iuîfected Nwithi it.


