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THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

sure, that Christ is now coming to tuke’me. 1 fec?|a dwarffed wiolistand atheist—a pitiful illustration Copy of & Despateh from Lord Grey to Lord Elgin

more sare than I did on Sunday morning.? She
again asked il he loved the Saviour, and it he felt
that the Swviour loved him, when he emphutically
auswesed, ‘ Yes, O yes”  After this he dechined ail |

nourishinent, and in ubout an hour after depwted familiar with the novel uuth, we looked upward, jn

s we hutnbly hope to that ha
bad so anx.ously fooked for.  Poor little fellow, ke

one day saud that he wondered swhat the purpose of'y
God coulil be in heeping lum, a poor litile lue

\

of the maxim, # 2 l&tle. knowledge is a dangerous
thing.”” But, as & general 1ule, when we recovered:
trom the first ruds shock, and became somewhat

onr feet, the blue infinite was still above, wnap-

proached and unapproachable. Yoetry retuined,

-ou the Clargy Reaerves,

“ DowNING-STREET, Jan, 27, 1851.
My Lorp,~1. Lhave hitherto deferred answers
g your Lordstip’s despatch No, 198, of the 1%h

ppy world whichdie ynd found that although the clouds were bencath of July Jast, in which yon transmutted to me an

Address to Her Majesty from the House of Assem-
*bly, on the subject of the Clergy Reser ves, because
~when this despratch 1eached mie the Sess:on of ithe

boy, hereeo long, Many pleasing things he attered “only more exalted ; religion resumed s sway,only  Prowincial Legislature huving alscady been brought

after he had tound peace in believing.  Heleft waith |
h.s mother @ message to be delivered to each of lus .
trothers who were liom home, should she ever see
thum again,  Eljub’s remains lie in Berwick
Churrh-yaid, a head-stone
affection, will mark thespot.  He was eleven years
and three months old. 1 intend leaving tius place
soon, as my leave expires on the 30th, and I wish
fo remain a few da?rs in Dublin, with my relatives,
Mrs Q. and myself sat up in tuin twenty-five
nights with our dear Elijah belore his death.

« Affectionately yours.
#J. OLonigur.”

Pizneellaneons.

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.)

POT1RY AND SCIENCE.

* There isa general impression that the greatest
productions of imaginative genius belong to the car-
Yier stages of society 3 and that asscienceadvances,
poetry must decline.  If any. reflecting man will
look into bis own intellectual history, he may learn
how such @ impression has originated, and how
much it is worth. If he is even moderately en-
dowed "with the gift of imagination, he will remem-
bera time when he looked upon nature only to sce
its poetry. The starry heavens—the sunlit land.-
acapes—mortal loves and hates; cach was 2 mys.
tery in which fancy revelled. But, by and by,
came Comstock’s Astronomy, Physiology, Chem-
istry, and so forth; and the heavers, the landscape,
and man, became matters of fact: the mystery was
discnchanted—the little boy philosopher knew all
about every thing. The stars were mapped out
into constellations—the planets were weighed and
measured—the moon became a round body, visible
by reflected light, wheeling round the earth as
mechanically as the hand of a brass clock moves
round the dial—the balm breeze wasanalyzed,and
found to consist of so much oxygen, and so much
nitrogen. Poetry was impossible in nature, as in
a kitchen, or a cobler’s stall.  But did this prosaic
era continue 7 Contemporancous with this disen-
ebantment of the region of poetry, there was ano-
ther revolution still morestartling and painful. Our
text-book philosophy became a little sceptic or
atheist. This and the other mystery had becn un.
ravelled, and the whole mechaniste of the universe
was 20 thoroughly mastered, that there scem to be
no need for a Divine cause. The changes of the
moor—the ebbing aud flowing of the tide—the se-
volutions of the scasons, which we had been aceus-
tomed to ascribe to the immediate interposition of
.the Deity, are discovered to depend upon well-
known agencies, Our faith was, upset, just as our
poetry had been. But did this continne? Here
and there a shallow soul caught in the sophistry,

more wrapt and pure. It may be so it our socul
progress, that which now scems to threutentlie dete-
rioratiot, it not the extiuction of poetry, niay be the

literature the pest and noblest frusts of wmaginas
tion,

——y
{FOR THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.]

OH, IT I8 T00 BUMILIATING!

A man, calling himself a philosophcr, who had
just beena spectator at a baptismal scene, being
agked, what he thought of the ordinance, sneeringly
answered, ¢ Oh, it is too humiliating !’ [ told
him, that God’s ways are as not our ways, neither
are his thoughts as our thoughts ; and that the na-
ture of the Christian religion is to humble the crea-
ture, and to exalt the Creator; and that our blessed
Redeemer, though being 1n the form of God, and
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, so
humbled himself as not only to take upon him our
nature ; but, after suffering many years of neglect
and reproach, permitted himself (as was Yoretold
of him) to be led as a lamb to theslanghter, and as
a sheep dumb before his shearer, so he opened not
his mouth, and it his humiliation his judgment was
taken away ; for he died the just for the unjust ;
bearing our sins on his own body on the cross;
and that, although he had no sins to wash away,
(which is one of the emblems or signs of baptsm,)
yet he condescended to honour that ordinance by
submitting to it himself, in the niver Jordan (tothe
astonishment of John, his forerunner.) And heis
still saying unto us by his his word (what he then
said to the Baptist) « Thus it becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness ;»* and, also, as he afterwards
said, “ Learn of me, for T am meek'and lowlymef
heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls.”” -

The person who gave that scornful answer,
made no pretensions to the Christian character;
and, therefore, it was not so surprising, as if he had
profssed to have been a believer in Christ, By
reflecting upon the subject, I thought the conduc
of many who are professedly evangelical Christians
indicate the same abhorrence to that holy and sip-
nificant ordinances ; ant some of them of high
standing as ministers of the Gospel, have expressed
their opposition to it in words not less scornful
than those uttered by that mfidel! But surely
their proud hearts have not been sufficiently hum-
bled before God ; and, therefore, like the pharisai-
cal Jews, they aresecking the honour of the world,
instead of thav- which cometh from God ; and thus,
considering it * too humiliating” to be " buried
with Chtist in baptism,” as penitent belicvers,
they (so far as buptism 18 concemed) ¢ reject the
counsel of God against themsclves,”

JOAO.

yisided to the bondege, and remained, through life,
[ .

“toan end, and that of the Imperial Perliament being
'about to close, nothing could for some months be
ldone oft the subject referred to, and I therefore
1 thought it advisable that it should be reserved for

1882 tnbuteof'a parent’s introdurtion of a new era wlich shall giva to ourithat full and dehberate consideration of Her Ala-

' jesty’s Government, which s difficully and impor-
tance deserved,

2, Lhave now to instruct your LordsHip to-inform
the Housg of Assembly when it shall again be
called together, that their address to the Queen,
which was_transmitted to me in your despatch,
has been laid before Her DMajesty, and that Her
Majesty, has been pleased to receive it ve
ciously,  You will justher inform the House that.
while Her Mujesty?s servants greatly regret-that a
subject of so much difficulty as that'ot the Clergy
Reserves should, after an interval of some years,
haveagain been brought under discussion, 1t has
appeared to them on mature deliberation, that the
desire expressed by the Assembly in this address
ought to be acceded to, and they " will accordingly
be prc{;ared torecommend to Parliament that an
Act should be passed, giving to the Provincial
Legislature full authority 1o make such alterations
as they m::?' think fit in'the existing arrangements
with regard to the Clergy Reserves, provided that
existing interests are respected.

3.In coming to this conclusion Her Majesty’s
Government have been munly nfluenced by the
consideration, that, greatas would in their judg-
ment be the advantazes which woold result from
lcaving undisturbed the existing arrangement hy
whicha certain portion of the public lands of Ca-
nada are made available for the parpose of creating
a fund for the religious instruction of the inhabi~
tants of the Province, still the question whether
that arrangement is to be maintained or altered is
is one so exclusively affecting the people of Canada,
that its decision ought not to be withdrawn from
the Provincial Legitlature, to which it properly
belongzs to regulate all matters concerning the do-
mestic interests of the Province,

4. It has therefnre appeared to her Majesty’s
Government that it wou S be impossible for them
consistently with the principles on whichthey have
always held that the Government of Canada ought
to be conducted, to advise Her Majesty to refuseto
comply withr the prayer of the Address to the
House of Assembly ; and they have hod the Jess
difficulty in comingto this conclusion, becanse they
have observed with satisfaction, that the Asscmbly,
in their Address, have recognized the claims of
those who are now in the enjoyment of incomes
derived from the funds realized by the sale of the
lands in question, and have not asked, that in any
altcratgon of the Act of Parliament now in force,
authority should be givento the Provincial Legis~
lature to interfere with the continuancee of these
incomes for the lives of the parties by whom they
are receifed.  The course thus taken by the As-
sembly is alike consistent with sound policy and
with justice, and has obviated what would other-
wise have been a great difficulty in the way of ac-
complishing the object they have in view.

3. You will cause copics of this despatch to be
Iaid before the Houses of the Parliament of Canads
at their next mecting, have, &éﬁ

igned
TheEarIgSf Elgi?: and Kincardine.
&C'-, &., &e.y

THE XIRX AND THE RESERVES.
From the Examiner.,

From the following extract it will be scen that

EY.”




