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kim, or the son of man that thou shouldest deign to
visit him ?

It seems tohave been at right that the piety of
the Psalmist was awakened by this contemplation ;
and there is much in the scenery of a nocturnal
sky, to lift the soul to pious contemplation. The
mind abandons itself to reverie, it sees nature in the
simplicity of her great elements, and it sees the
God of nature invested with the high attributes of
wisdom: and majesty.

But what can these lights be? We all know
that every visible object appears less in magnitude
as it recedes from the eye.. The lofty vessel, as it
retires from the coast, shrinks into littleness, and
at last appears in the form of a small speck on the
verge of the horizon. The eagle with its expanded
wings, is a noble objcct; but when it takes its flight
into the upper regions of the air, it becomes less to
the eye, and is seen like a dark spot upon the vault
of heaven, The same is true of all magnitude.
The heavenly bodies appear small to the eye of an
inhabitunt of this earth, only from the immensity of
their distance. 'When we talk of hundreds of mil-
lions of miles, it is not to be listened to as incredi-
ble. For remember that we are talking of those
bodies which are scattered over the immensity of
space, and that space knows no termination. The
conception is great and difficult, but the truth is
unquestionable. By a process of measurement, the
distance has been first ascertained, and then the
magnitude of some of those bodies which roll in the
firmament ; that the sun which presentsitselfto the
eye under so diminutive a form, is really a globe
exceeding, by many thousands of times, the dimen-
sions of the earth which we inhabit ; that the moon
itself has the magniiude of a world ; and thatevena



