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single agency for such training; and public opinion throughout
the country, while often going so far as to demand that kinder-
garteners be trained, and that the youngest primary children
have the best teachers, in the higher grades, still permits the
callow college graduate to learn the art of teaching from the
hapless classes that chance to come under his instruetion in the
years of his novitate.

Within the past five years, however, the cause of the training
of teachers has received an impetus. The same conditions
that demanded schools of technology, inereased the number and
variety of the courses in the college curriculum, and introduced
the elective system, have also demanded a similar broadening
and reorganization of the curriculum of the common schools;
they have demanded the introduction of musie, gymnastics,
manual training, objective and inductive methods into all grades,
and of the elective principle into the high school, to the end
that the common schools may be in closer touch with the
conditions of modern life, and that it may no longer be true that
eleven-twelfths of the pupils in the schools drop out before they
have completed even the graminar school course.

In the presence of this demand the training of the teacher
is not merely a thing desirable, it is a sine qua non ; a teacher
or a superintendent, untrained, will fail in dealing with such
conditions just as a quack fails in treating a new disease. And
so, from both sides—from individual necessity as well as from
public policy—there has arisen an urgent demand fcx superior
normal schools from the side of the teacher, for institutions to
train superiniendent and teachers for the public and private
schools, and to equip faculties for the lower normal schools;
from the side of the schools, for centres whose function it is to
work out the solutions of the problems of organization and
adjustment which single schools are too isolated and incomplete,
and which public school systems are too unwieldy, to attempt
to solve. It is evident that until this adjustment is accom-
plished the demand for trained teachers will exceed the
supply, salaries will rise as requirements multiply, and men and
women of higher abilities will seek the higher honours and
rewards of the teaching profession.

VALUE OF PRACTISING SCHOOLS.

In presence, further, of the probable re-organizing of the
Model Schools in connection with our Normal School, the words
of Prof. Milne, indicate the function of such an attachment to



