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~
“Thet was the true light which lightsth every man that cometh into the world.”—Johni. 9.

In the sixth chapter of this gospel, our Lord speaks of Himself as the
true Bread, and in the 15th chapter He again represents Himself as
the true Vine. Thus He is the true Light, the true Bread, and the
true Vine. There is progress in the symbolism, and the variots phrases
define what our Lord means to be and to do for us. As the Light of
the world He is come to scatter our darkness, to remove our ignorance,
to impart unto men that knowledge of God which is declared to be eternal
life. He also quickens the heart. He who is the Light of the world is also
the Bread of men. He comes not only to rescue us from ignorance, but to
rescue us from the ignorance which involvesdamine, and from a famine that
ends in death ; and in this rescue there are established between us and our
YLord such peculiar, such permanent, and such profound relationships, that
all rights of ownership are vested in Him, so that we can live only as we
live unto Him. He is the true Light ; He isthe true Bread ; He is the true
Vine. So, in Cifferent phraseology, He is our Prophet, He is our Priest,
and He is our King. In all these phrases there is something peculiar in-
dicated by the word © true.” Christ is the true Light, the true Bread,
the true Vine. That word ““irue” may be taken to represent that which
i3 opposed to the false, or to the derived. It msay be used to describe
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