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ligli, est of bis stories ' The Spectacles,' the lighitness depends on
0iîe incidents of the story, iot on the manner iii which it is told.

One of the author's most decided tastes wvas for all forrns of
mystification. The tales and stories wliich have been placed in
the semni-,scientiflc ir philosophical clsass depend for their interest
chiefly upori the unravelling of sonie niystery or etii-rna. The
most noted of his wvorks of tbis kiiîd are ' The Goid Bug-' The
Chiess Players,' ' Marie Roget,' and « M Lird Rue
Morgue.'

Poe is the most remarkable of American literary geniuses, a
manv-sided miat wvlo could write %vell on any topic. I-is wvorks
are not disfigured by local color, and foir the most part can be
appreciated by ail. They are wvritten for ail. lIn his studies of the
dark side of hum-an life he neyer descends to the Zolaesque level

to give us a parahlel to that reeking series of' ' Rougon Macquart'
stories. Thougli lie loved the black doniain of niglit and courted
the company of lier grim and weird retinuc, lie needs no apology.
He is fast becoming knovn as the graetuniversal genius
America lias produced, and in assigning to hiis p. ose tales the highi
place thiat is their due, it is not necessary to beg that they be con-
sidered in the light of charity, but in that ot simple justice.

_______J. J. 'o6.

And the man gave names to ail cattie, and to the fowls of
the air, and to every beast of tle field."

Thîis wvas the beginning of langruage, that wonderful gift of
God, possessed only by the rational being, the instrument by wvhicli
he commiunicates wvith bis fellow-men. Soon .Adamn and Adamn's
descendants wvent further. They did not liiîiit tlieir nomenclature
alone to the Il cattie," the Il fowvls of tie air," and the Ilbeasts of
tie fleld." Every existing thing found a naine by wliiclî it wvas
known and spoken of, so that, by the time the confounding of
tongues at the Towver of Babel took place, we mi-ay undoubtedly
suppose no distinct entity of vhich thîey wvere cognizant was without
ats particular appellation. Then, as thie race advanîced in culture
and civilization, the minds of mnen became more precise, and cap-


