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Palor.ius is personally concernied, and it is t his %viich distinguishies
theni from other scenes, in which lie is dealing wvitlî questions of the
state. The advice whit.:h Laertes received, containing as we have
seen a serious elernent, is a 'valuable heip, iii arriving at an appre-
ciation of Polonius as a failler.

Having- seen iliat the passage of wliicli we are treating, is an im-
portant one, lat us consider its substance. 1It is made up of a series
of inaxinis whose pitiliness and appropriateness are undoubted.

They- are the resuit of careful observation during rnany years of

varied experietîce. The tailler poured into his son's ear ail his
worldly wisdomi, concluding %vith the injunction ''To thine own
self be truc." Whiat is he import of these wvords ? Here is the point

at issue. One nîay lie true ta oneself throughi selfisl i motives, or on
accounit of a sense of moral obligation. Medlicine tells us ta bewvare
of alcolîoiic drinks, because by extracting moisture, they- harden the
tissues of the alimentarv canal, wvith tue resuit that digestion is im-

paired. Hygiene teaciies the benefits of pure air and cleanliness.
Chemistry points out ta us poisonous substances and gases. Self

respect prompts us to avoid foui langruage, tlîat wve may not be low-

ered iii aur neiglibar's estiimation. A person miglît be living accord-
ing to ail these laws, and truc, iii onie sense, to his physical nature.
But hov different Joes lie act who is guided by moral consideration!
lie, tao. obeys the saine laws as the first mnan, but for entireiv diffe-
rent reasous For himi, good Ilealthl nieans trore btrength, andi
energyy to acconîplisli good. He is leanl of tangue because it offends
his conscience ta lie othervise. He is truc ta hiniseil by considering
ailvays in %vhiat lie can be of use ta oiliers, and by folloving as cia-
sely as possible the dictates of conrFcieiice. In wiîiclî class, then
rnay we rank Polonius?

It; as we have seen, this passage goes a long way' iii ai'-ing
the reader ta knruw tue cliaracter of Polinius, and if we bear in
mind tue rule tram rhetoric wiîiciî says thiat characters m'1ust spenik
poiniediy, sureiy we must corne ta tue conclusion tlîar, had Shake-
speare w-hishied ta give ta these uines a moral tone, lie w'ould have
made tiîat particuiar elemient predominant, and not couîtented hlim-
self %vit- having conveyed such an important character-niakin- cIe-

muent ini ati obscure nianner. It igh-lt lie urged Ciuat Shakespeare

is aftentîies cxceedingiy briet, and in passages af great conse-
quenice. For instance, wvhen lie suins up Brutus', wlicle persona-
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