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pect that al aid friends and many nevi friends willrally ta, the support ai this branch af the Church's
work." Let the Church now by i ts deeds justify
this expectation. There is flot a member of the
Church but believes in Home Missions; welI, this
is Haome Mission wvork, and every argument that
can be urged on its behalf applies with equal
weigh.. on behaîf of Augmentation. There can be
no doubt on this point.

What does the Augmentation Committee do?
Every year it takes off the hands of the Home Mis-
sion Comm ittce praper, saine fifteen or twenty mis-
sion fields that have been nursed up ta the point ai
needing the entire services af a settied minister
whom they are as yet unable ta niaintain atone.
They are just coming ta the 'birth as organized
congregations, and now is their time of need. It
is the work aif this committee ta came in at this
critical point with words of chper and strong arins
ta help. Hundreds ai congregations because ai
assistance rendered thern at this stage, are ta-day
strang and helping others, which, but for this assist-
ance, would have dîed or been stili poar, weak

Sstarvlings. No one who knows the facts doubts
Sthis.

What are some af the facts ? In 1883 this Coin-
mittee took into its care go weak congregatians ;
and since then 190 or 200 mare. Since 1883 by
the help af this fund 2-5o congregations at least

Ihave been helped ta become self-sustaining. The
411 cangregations which, during the past 12 years,
have been or are still being helped by the Aug-

jmentatian fund, are noiv returning ta the Church
in support ai its schemes $20,000 annually. On
the simpiest business principles, ta say nothing af

*the Christian duty and piviiege of the strong to
Ihelp the weak, this fund is returning ample interest

I4ta the Church. Iu aur great North-west and Brit-
ish Columbia, out oi 6o congregations which since
1883 have been helped by this fund, 40 are iiow
self-sustainiug. mIta the nevi settiements in On-

Stario, and among the few and scattered Protestant
Chistians ini Quebec, ail but submerged by Ro-

Smanisin, it carnies the samne beneficent ministry and
lends its strong helping hand. The question

Snaturaliy ises in the mmnd, how cauld aur Church
have done, what would it have been, without it?

S If wc lave aur Church, if we lave out Master and
our Master's cause, and would have it advance in
the future as in the past, let this fund have gener-
ous support.

Lukewarmuess iu its support, and even pre-
judice against it, have existed in some quarters

Sbecause of aileged mistakes in its administration.
IGranted. The committee does nat cdaim ta befintallible. The difficulties in its working have
been many, but be it observed they have been due
chiefly ta the action ai Presbyteries. But is there

Sa single fund of the Church, or a single member aiS it who, during the last tweive years, have made no
4 mistakes ? Then why withoid support fromn the

Augmentation Fund an this graund. Increased
experience has every year been Iessening the
danger and diminishing the number ai what have
been causierea ta be ciefects in itsadistton
aud b calling in tbe help ai Synods as wvell as
Presbyteries ta this end, they have been reduced,
we believe, ta a minimum.

The dlaims ai this fund ta support Pre, we
Stlîink, bath many, and obviaus, and strang. ThereIis at present an argument in its behaîf ai a per-
sonal kitid which we do not feel it unbecoming lu
continued illness ai the brather beloved by the
whole Church, whose courageous heart and inde-

-J fatigable labors have doue 50 much for this fund,
is toalal a source ai deep grief. His eloquent vaice
on its behali and strang personality are much mis-

'~sed.- It has been largely awing ta his efforts and
Scontagiaus enthusiasin that it bas accomplished Sa
much for the Church, that mauy congregatians are
now strang which wouid atherwise have been weak
or dead. This schenie bas far years been pre-

Semiuently bis own because àt appears ta us it is
xs 5 like himself, generaus, unselfish and heiptul ta

the weak. Would it flot be a becaming thiug for'
* the Church at large, a tribute ai respect ta bhima, af

Sappreciation ai bis past labors, a mark ai the
SChurc's sympathy aud love for him, sa well de-

* served, ta make this part ai ber work for bis sake
Sand his Master's sake, whom, in it, as in 50, many
other ways, hc bas served so long and laithfully, a

Striumphant success, and su carry ta him in bis
'sick-room good chcer and ta bis heatt great glad-
1ness~
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T HIS isthc season at which most congrega-
tdons rnake up their annual balance sheet,

review the work of the past year and take an out-
look upon the prospects for that which is to corne.
To many it is a scason of much anxity, Last
Wednesday evening a large number af .. je city
churches held their annual meetings, and .e pub.
lication of their reports furnishes food for reflectian
and an occasion for remark.

The first thing which strikes the attention in
;he reportz published is the deep and widespread
interest, grawing steadily it would appear, in con-
gregational wark and in the Ohurcb's wvrk. This
is evinced by the ail but uniformn statement made
af a large attendance at these annual meetings.
This is a most hopeful and encouraging sign. It
is very gratifying also to observe that, in the case
of almost evcry congregation, au increase of mem-
bership, and at the communion in some cases quite
marked,is reportcd. The large membership of mnany
of the city churches is a noticeable feature of the
reports. It is ail the more sa because cf the still
depressed condition af the city n many respects.
It indicates, we thiî1k, much faithfui work being
done by pastars, afficebearers and parents by which
this growth is brought about.

No one also can heip noticing the many and
varied forms af Christian work and philanthropy
carried ani cannection mare or iess with ail the
churches in the farm af mission Sunday schools
mission halls, visiting and relieving the ooor. The
man who charges the Ohurch wih inuifference to
or neglect af the poor speaks in igarance afi what
is being done in this direction. We should like ta
knaw aof any arganizatian whose efforts in this res-
pect can be compared with thase of the Christian
Church. Societies for the promotion of Christian
lufe in ali its aspects are a prominent feature of the
churches and af aur time. The very full reports on
ail these subjects placed before the cangregatians
are mast interesting. There fulness leaves nothing
ta be desired ; there is no concealment, 110 shirking
of or shrinking tramn what may be unfavourable, or
indicate decline or failure in any direction. The
harm"iny in ail the meetings also shows that the
brethren in the vatiaus cangregations are dweiiing
together in love and unity. Serving af simple re-
freshments at these meetings prevails in many
churches and gives opportunity foishowing and pro-
mating Christian sociality and good feeling.

The financial aspect of these- meetings is
naturally a most important one It is gratifying
that, while in Toronto, as in many other cites, the
past year bas been one af depression in business af
many kinds, and cansequent slackness af work, the
reports financially are so satisfactary. In many
cases incarne bas been equal ta expe liture or left
a balance on the right side, and where it has been
on the wrong one, there bas been generally a gaod
reasan ta give for it, showing no faiiing off af in-
terest or liierality. Even where indebtedness is
quite large, there is no faint-heartedness or lacki of
caurage and hope. Many have saught and been
able ta donsolidate their debts at a low rate af in-
crease and thus obtain relief. Many people ta
keep up the services af their respective churches
must have shavin a liberal spirit, and, in flot a few
cases, mucli seif-denial. E'ven in cases where
there are heavy mortgages and large accounts ta
meet for running expenses, the contributions ta the
benevolent and missionary schernes af the Church
have either nat fallen off or have increased. At
the same time these large debts are found oppres-
sive burdens, ta be relieved of them would be a
great deliverance, and but for them, hav much mare
might and would these churches do for the spread
and building up of the Ohurch at home and abraad.

The training given ta the young people of the
Church in their various sacieties and Sabbath
schools, in the grace ai liberality, is beginning ta
tell and will tell more and mare in the future. No
one need be, na one that we know is discouraged
by the outlook. Taking al things into constdera-
tion the close of the congregational year is hopeful
and encouraging. Let us honour God with aur
substance, let ati try ta corne nearer ta the mark
af which it cari be said, " We have done what we
cauld." The Lard bath done great things for us
whereafý we arc glad ; He bath blessed us ; He will
bless us stilL Let al aur congregations enter
heartily upan another year of gratefui loving service
asking out of full hearts, IlWhat 4hall we render
untZo the Lord for ail His benefits ?"

AND PETER. and other sermons. By Rev. J. Wlbut,
D.D., author ci Il The Ivory Palaces," etc. Fleming
H. Reveil Company, Toronto.

The writer of thetauile book wih fibis quaintile is a
wcll'known religious writer ana worker. The tilae ci the
book as the subject oi anc al the btimons, and as given il
because Peter as such n favorite wittb the authar. It con.
ssisso ai eghîsermons, ail iresh uin their ireaiment, full of
suggestion and aptiîllustration, watt hacunucb cnjoyedi by ail
who read thcmr, ana eSPtCîaay lYCPlUu aMiDibtCrs ta kecp
ihem oui ai ruts.

THE BLESSING 0F CIIEERl ULNESS. By J. R.
Mater, DD., authur vi- Secrets ut H.Ippy domoe
Lie,"s.Sient Times," etc. Hiodder & Stuughton,
Londton; Fleming H. Reveil Company, faronto.

The name of Rev. Dr. Miller as a wriîer an subîeccs oi
practical religion us i.aniluar ta ail who atke anuerestiun sucu
subjects. Tais ts a very nicat, attractive bookiet on an unt-
partant subjeci, and this, the style ai treatiment andi externat
appearance ait commenc t in a ereader.

Tht new Frank Le'e s I>ieasa,:t Houra ljor Boys and
Girls umpraves wuuti everv nuancer. Tnat tur February is

tue Dest yet ; ilas full ai guod thungs for youag people. An
article ahat evcry reader of juventit literature will canjoa s
"Favorite Story-writers lot Young 1 copie," an whichi arc
describad the methads af work af Oiivcr Optic, Edward S.
Els, Nora Perry, .J. T. Townabrtdge and Susian Coolidge;
finlny îtuustratnd witbi their latest portraits. Iltus tac tirst af
a stries a1 papers an tht subjedi. Tutu anre us an article
on Il Costumes lot a Fancy Dress Pa.rty " ; an ceeruntug
chat about chamneleans ; %evcrai short sioants ; ibe con-
tinuation ofa to aseruais oy Eaîvard S. Euîus and jeannet-
te HI. Walwortu ; a stary tor tue fttile luaks; tnt edtor'â
talks about tuetntw bouks fur tboys anud gurus ;and a nura-
ber ai puzzles, for the solution af whicn a prîze aI $5 as ai-
tered.

Thetlc Dr. Jawett us reporîed ta havje once saidto bMys.
Humpnry Ward:. "We suitlcame un the future ta îacci
almost entirely by buograpniy. We shait begin witb thetlci
abat us most lamiluar ta us, 1 Tlne Laie ut Coritit,' and we
shali mort and mare Put belote aur chiluiren the gictiex-
amples ai persans' laves sa abat they shail have main tht ha-
ginnng hctuut! and fiencsis n tbeur ihauglats." Thtedators
ai McClurc's Magazsne thraughuy age wth Dr. Jowett.
IL bas been,itoc a long trie, tatar gîcti uesre tu puzilsh a
" Liteaf Christ " whucn shaîl bel ta quote Mr. Hall Caune's
wards un tht Decemher issue, " as vivua and as paràconai main
the standpaint ai belîcf as Renuns was irom taie stancapaunt
ai unbeîief." Tûe publication ofaius cdeparture un magazine
littrature wjLIIbegîn un tht February numoer ai McClure's.

Queen's Qitarterly Val. 111. NO. 3 cantaîns raany inter-
eStung paper.. Tnt 6irst place us giveu ta the betoved tli
Proiessor Wuîîîamson, LL.D., whose memary wull ha kept
gretn un Quren's for rnany a ycar. A suggestuve subject
and article s " Tue Infiocuce ut Greace upau the Thaughî,
Farm and Developmeiîat ofthe j ewisti ligion." '-Are aur
Amarucan Newspapers Dcgenerating ?" as dscussed by A.
17. Drummaond. IlVegetabîe Pny:.iolagy ;" - Keats, the
Paet aibeauty;" "Tnt Gocis ciGreece;' -Cuassucai Notas"
tby Pruicssar Date ; " 'ook Rtviews ;" and ', uticai
Events," intarestingly dibcussea by tht weiliknown tacute
Pen a1 G conctucie a vcry unîcrestung number. (Box A.,
Q uie's University, Kingsto, Ou.]

Mfassey's Mag-azine as a naw candudate and venture in
tht Canda t îîrIsy wand. Wc wlstb ut succeas. lis brsi
articleas by the well-known contrîbutor Przofessor Wm.
Clark, D.O.L, an Il Tut Caîhedtrat ai C;urtss Cbutcth1 Can-
terbury"Iliiiustrated. Foîuowing ut are 1 1 Tht Evuuutuon of
Twa ai mny Puctures;'"lTht Singer af Tantramar ;" by
Paillane Jotinsian, "Snakespeatt's £ragtdie-1., MacbiethI
us a psyctioiogucdî study. An accotant us guven ai the New
Canactuan Shup Canal a: Saui Ste Marie " wuîh illusratiuans.
" Outung andt Recreatuon," "' Womars'zi Raam," and IlTht
Llterary Kungdom, with Carrent Comment are the ieadung
Icatures ai tbis first number. [Tac Masbey .Press, Toranto,
Canada.]

à potinl by Arthur Sherborne Ulaidy, IlThe Ciy oi
Dreains," opens tht January Cosmopoiu'an. lis illustra-
tuons are as usual admurable un every avay. Saine ai lis
leadung articles art "0Ciastug clawn sortie Great Moun-
tains ;"I "Amateur Phatagraptiy af Ta-day ;" *1flutteifes,
a Taie of Nature ;" Submnarine Boats ;" "lA Biîti H i5tcry
a1 Aitturla ;" "lA rragedy ai tht Great North Raad ; wth
a coloured îrantisplect illustration, recalluig the olden turnes.
Other and lughter articles tend varueîy ta Laits rexceîun and
wanderiully cheap monthly. [Thie Casmapolitan, Irvingtan-
an-ihe-.nudson, New York, U.S.)

Tht Lac famil$, af Vurgunia is the subject of a strias af
profusely iliustr.ited arlicicstb hch wili consttute a teadtng
fecature in Frank Leslie's Po,Ôular Monthiy duing tûa cur-
rent year. Tut Ftbruary number ai tais magaz.na contins
the initial article ut tht stries, entiied I Thte.&nctsiots of
Generai Robert E. Lee, and tht Turnes la which They
Lived." Tihis number also cantauns beautiutlly ilustraied
articles uapon A Roman Festa,' " Tut Social Seulement
ln Auerica,"" West Point," Il Art Students un Parus," and
siarues, sketches and poems by popular cantributort.

"A Maîher's Book af Luliabies" is a collection afi 6ve
sangs by Eugene Field including:Il Caraish Lullaby,"l

IMediavai Eventude," "«Dcwdraps anditha Rase," "l Dutch
Lnllaby," 16Oad English Luilaby," set ta music by D. B.
Gillette, Jar. Tht baok us train tht press ai Win. A. Pond
and Ca., Music Publishers, 25 Union Square, New York.


