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the country are invited to deliver addresses,
and these are gencerally masterpiéces of logi-
cal treatment and carnest cloquence,

For many ycars the May mectings of New
York were cqually distinguished by their
thronging listeners, their powerful speakers,
and the vivid impressions they left as to the
cxtent and influence of Christian work, But
for a considerable period, until recently, they
languished and were almost ready to dic,
The audicnces became small and insignificant,
The specches, as the phrase is with stock
brokers, were well witered,  ‘The services on
the whole’ were dull and common-place,
Then came the practical question that must
be put svoner or later:  Shall we give up the
mectings? It wes alleged that they were no
longer successful, because of the religious
and sceular papers devoting so much atten-
tioni to the subjects proper to such occasions.
It was soon felt that that must be a flimsy
reason, or clse why had not the press render-
cd the pulpit cqually abortive? Why had
newspapers not donc away with all kinds
of oral teaching. In the prasence of such
questions it was felt that the * May meeting ”
could be revived.  And so the New Yorkers
resorted to the English method of inviting
the best speakers, and of thus kindling the
enthusiasm of the people in this dircction.
The mectings are now a pronounced success.
Immense church buildings such as the Broad-
way Tabernacle arc filled to the door from
morning to evening. There is no cessation
during the May weck. And this year scems
to promise better things than ever. Our ex-
changes will soon be teeming with the reports
of innumerable Christian socicties, with able
and carnest addresses of influential ministers
and laymen, and with resolutions, the practi-
cal cffect of which is the Christianizing of the
world.

It is satisfactory to notice that Toronto is
this year not to be behind other metropolitan
centres in respect of May mectings. Thescare
to be convened during the ensuing weck.
They will be held in the interests of a large
number of Christian socictics. The Tract
Socicty, the Bible Sacicty, the Young Men’s
Association, and others have cach their day
and meceting. Speakers, both native and
forcign, of high talent and commanding influ-
ence arc announced to take part in these
gatherings. And we doubt not we shall have
aweck of intellectual entertainment and of
much spiritual enjoyment.

There cain be only one opinion regarding
the value and importance of these May meet-
ings, They bring people together for the
time who otherwise arc scparated by dis-
iances, by differences of occupation, by de-
nominational lincs, They learn to feel they
arce brethren in presence. of the vast under-
takings in which in common they are engaged.
They call out from obscurity much talent
that but for them would like many a flower
be_destined to bloom in the “lonc land.”
They gather together the men and women
who stand in the front of cvery philanthropi-
cal enterprise. They focus 'the Christian in-
fluences of the world upon a few centres, and
from these in turn there emanates a powérful
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influence forgood. They give a bird's éye
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vicw of the large-hearted benevolence that is
ycar by year increasing in  volume and force.
Iu all respects they are thercfore to be com-
mended for the good they accomplish and for
the influence they are calculated to exert,

MONTREAL COLLEGE.,
WE have been requested to state that

though the ccclesiastical year ends
on the 3oth of April, the books of the Trea-
surer of the Montreal College will be kept
open till the 14th of May to reccive the
contributions of those congregations that
have not thus far reported. The con-
stituency of this college embraces all the
congregations and mission stations of the
Church in the Province of Quebee and all in
Ontario liast of the St. Lawrence and Ottawa
Railway,

This territory having been sct off by the
General Asscmbly, all the contributions of
these churches for college purposes should
go towards the support of the College in
Montreal,  Inview of the fact that the union
occurred so recently, it was most gratifying to
obscrve from last year's reports of this Insti-
tution that old party lincs had been obliter-
ated, and that the congregations of both sece-
tions of the Church in the Montrcal constitu-
ency so generally contributed to the main-
tenance of the College.

If in these years of commercial depression
it is found difficult to wipe out old arrcarages,
it is of thc utmost importance that at least the
cxpenditurc of the ycar should be met by the
revenuc,

To accomplish this most desirable end, we
hope that no congregation or mission station
in the constitucncy will fail to contribute this
year to the Montreal College Fund. In the
days of grace allowed by the Board, there is
time for those taat have not yet contributed
to do so; and we trust that the Sessions of such
congregations will at once give their people
an opportunity to contribute, and sce that the
amount is remitted to the Treasurer before
the 14th instant.

ONE FEATURE OF REVIVALISAL.
E approve of revivals when they grow
.\; ‘/ up spontancously, and not when they
are gotten up artificially. In the former case,
results promise to be permancatly good ; in
the latter, a number of persons are suddenly
precipitated upon the religious life with no
security of permanence.  This must certainly
be accounted an evil, - In the Methodist sys-
tem, the minister is bound to hold revival ser-
vices once a year on his circuit, and he doces
it as a matter of routine, without any refer-
ence to whether the conditions are such as to
render the work permanently useful.  Thus,
annually, special scrvices ace held, and num-
bers of people under excitement are precipi-
tated upon the religious life, the great major-
ity of which sink back in a little while into
their old ways. We do not favour revivals by
almanac dates ; but wherever there scems a
prospect of permanent good being done, we
would be only too glad to see the attempt
made.
But there is one feature in. the revivalism

of the present to which we !takc exception,
and we think on good grounds, A revivalist
visits a place, and cither before he begins his
work he stipulates for absolute control of the
arrangements, or without any stipulation he
assumes all control, and next to ignores the
pastor and church officials altogether, Livery-
body is to give way for the visitor; all other
plans are to be subordinated to his, Andthe
coolness with which this is frequently done
gocs to show that this is considered the right
thing.

Now, we do not account it cither right or
prudent that the regular servants of a church
should be bowed out, or left to the minor task
of “ pronouncing the benediction,” that a man
who is here to-day and gone to-morrow, and
who is responsible to nobody, may follow his
sweet will.  And this vicw is not based upon
any fear that church officers will suffer from
loss of dignity. For we do not carc about
hurting dignity, as it is only a very artifi-
cial thing at best. But we base it on pru-
dence, on a desire that the good done may
be permanently done.  From this standpoint
we judge that instcad of a revivalist assum-
ing to control a church, he should help the
church, being more of a servant than a dic:
tator. Somectimes a church may be war-
ranted in handing over the management to
men of much experience, and rauch honoured
by God in thc work; but such cases must
be deemed exceptional.  Generally, the min-
ister of the church should be at the head of
revival efforts, backed up by the morc carnest -
and godly members of his flock.,  Then
the many unpleasantn.sses and disscnsions
which revivals sometimes leave in churches
might be avoided,  And, also, the revival
itself would not be so likely to depart with
the revivalist as it so frequently does.

Dr. Blaikie tells of a minister who had a
recipe against the dangers of special services
in what he called his “three S's” They were
these, “Substltute,” “Suggest,” *Supple-
ment” If any one wished a hymn of a some-
what ranting kind to be sung, he wouid in-
vite the people to unite in singing, quietly
substituting a morc unexceptional hynin, If
any one proposed an additional mecting at a
late hour of the night, he would suggest
that a mecting should be held next cvening,
If any onec would give a onc-sided address,
he would supplement it himsclf by presenting
the other side of the question. Thus avoid-
ing collision with the rushing strecam, he con-
trived to guide it in a useful direction ; and
when the waters subsided, a valuable dcpos:t
was left, and ever after richer clusters hung
on the branches of his church’s vine. This
anecdote descrves more than a passing re-
cital, it is worth carnest consideration.

Mr. Cmm:rov, M. P., has been appomted by the
Manitoba Pmbytety delegate to the meeting of the
General Assembly, in Ottawa, in June next.

OUR American exchanges are just now advocating
brevity in the pulpit, prayer-meeting, Sunday school,
or committee of any kind. The ¢ Christian at Work ¥
offers this suggestion : “ The only way for a man to
do who ‘hasn’t time to be brief’is to begin in the
middle and stop before he ¢ gets there.,’ Then he can
‘be short’ without taking the indispensable time to

consideration. And the “Co ionalist * - ex-
claims : “TW:; deal more of inthlswukl
.thn'itnnds.



