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the country aie invltcd ta deliver addresscs,
andi these arc gecuraiiy anastcrpiéccs of logi-
cal treatiuienit.iauJ arncst ciocîucce.

For iiinny years the 'May meetings oi Ncw
York were cqnually dlistisugitaslied by tiacir
throaaging listeners, tlicir powerfîal speakers$
and the Vivid imapressions Uaey kift as ta Ulic
extent anad influence ai Charistianu work. But
for a considerable îicriod, until rccentiy, tiaey
languislied and werc .aliuost ready ta die.
TVic audiences bccariue smnaii and insignificant.
The speeches, as tic phrase is with stock
brokecrs, wcre NVell wa.tered. 'l'lie services an
the wviole' were Juil and conuanon-piacc.
Tlicn caie tic practicat questionti dat miust
bc put soter or later. Shatl wu' give up the
mecetinags? It %,- aiicged tat tlacy werc no
longer suaccessital, bccause af the religious
and eccular Im.pers dcvotiaag sa intiela attciu-
tiai: ta the stabji.cts proper ta suclu occasions.
It %vas soon fit that thiat: nuast bc a fiimsy
reasan, or else wla> laad not the press render-
cd the puipit cqtaally abortive ? Wlîy îad,
sncwsp.apers tiat (lotie away îvitl ail kinds
af oral teachiiiag.* 11 the Prc-sctncc of suclu
questions it îvas icît tlaat the , May meceting "
coaald bc revived. And so thc New Yorkers
resortcd ta the Eauglislu mclthod ar inviting
the best speakers, and ai thus kiaidiing tic
eaithusiasnî vi the peoniel ini this direction.
The meetings arc now a proaxouniccd success.
Immense chiurcli buildings snch as the Broad-
way Tabernacle arc filed ta the door froni
marning to eventing. Thc is no cessation
during tie May wcck. An:d tiais year sccmns
ta promise better thîngs than ever. Our ex-
changes witl soon bc teming îvitiu the reports
af innuanciirable Cluristiati societies, wîith able
anîd carnest addrcsscs ai intiunatial mntisters,
and layincti, and iti resolutioas, the practi-
cal effect ai wvîiclu is the Ciaristianizing af the
svorld.

It is satisiactory ta notice that Toronta is
titis year not ta bc behind. other mcropolitan
centres ira respect af MNay mneetings. These are
ta bc convcncd during the cnsuing wcck.
TI:ey will bc lield ini the ititerests ai a large
number ai Clhristian societies. The Tract
Society, thc Bible Saciety, the Young Mens
Association, and others have cacli thieir day
and meeting. Speakers, bath native and
forcign, af highi talent and comnuanding infllu-
ence arc annuonced ta take part in thiese
gatherings. And wc doubt flot ve slial liave
a weck ai intellectual cntertainimcnt and af
much spiritual cuij yment.

There cati bc only anc opinion regarding
the value atnd importance ai these May meet-
ings. Thaey briîag people togetlher for thc
time whîo othcrvise arc scparatcd by dis-
tances, by differences ai occupation, by de-
nominational, lnes. They leara ta feci, they
arc brcthrcn ina presenice. ai the vast under-
takings inï vhxich in common they arc engager).
They cati out from obscurity much talent
that but for thcm would like naany a flower
be. cestincd ta, bloom ina the Illone land.',
They gather together the men and wamen
Who stand ina the front- af cvcry philanthicopi-
cal enterprise. They focus 'the Christian in-
fluences of the world upon a few centrs, aLnd
from these li tura there emanates a powirful
infUe aiofor good. They glve a bird'a ey«e

425

victv ai the large-heartcd bcncevalence titat 15
ycar b>' year iaucrcasing iu volame and force.
la aIl rc.-pe)cts tiicy arc tiacrefore ta bc comi-
ancaudcd for Uic goor) the>' accomiplisi and for
the influence tiuey arc calculatcd ta exert.

MIONTREA t COLLUWE.

W E. have beetu requaestcd ta state tlaat
tîtouga the cccsi.-stic.il ycar ends

on the 3Otia ai April, thue books ai tlhe Tfea-
suirer ai tie Mloatrcai Cailege wiil bc kept
openl till thae 14ti ai May ta reccive the
conutribuîtions ai tlîosc caaîgregatians titat
havé îlot thuts far rcp)orted. Tite cona-
stittiene' rof titis college enibraces ail the
congregations uad muissioni stations of the
Ciatarcit iii die P>rovince ai Quacbcc and ail ini
Ontario H~aït of Uhc St. Lavieace anud Ottawva
Railway.

Thais territor>' having lcaî set aff' b>' the
Geateral Assembiy, aIl the contributions ai
tiiese clutirclues for college purposes shiould
go towards te upport of thue Coilege in
MNontreai. lai viciv ai tic iact that thc union
occtirre( so reccaiti>', it wvas most gratiiying ta
observe irom hast year's reports ai titis lausti-
tution that aid h)arty lincs lîad beetu abliter-
atcd, anad tluat the congrcgations ai bath sec-
tionis ai the Clinrcha in the Montrcal coaîstitu-
ec> so gcncraiy contributcd ta thte main-
tenatucco ai te Cohlege.

If in tiiese years ai commercial depressiou
it is iound difficult ta wipc ont aid arrearages,
it is ai the utmost importance tat at lcast the
expendittire ai thec ycar shouhd bc met by tuc

jrevenue.
To accomrplish titis most desirabie cnd, wc

hope thuat lna congregationi or umission station
iii the constitucncy wilI fail ta contribute tlîis
year ta the INorutreal Coliege Fund. In the
days of grace aihawed by the Bloard, tdicre is
time for tiiose that hua% e fot yct contributed
ta do sa; and wc trust that the Sessions ai such
congregations ivili at once give their people
an opportuait> ta contribute, and sec that the
amaunt is remitter) ta the Treasurer b-fore
the 14th instanut.

ONE FR4 TURE 0F7 RE VI VALISM.

W E approve ai revivais whn thcy grow
up spontaneously, anîd tuot wlicn the>'

are gottcn np artificiahy. Ina the former case,
results promise ta, be permanently good ; in
the latter, a number ai persans are suddcnIy
prccipitated tapon the rehigiaus lufe with no
security of permanence. This must certaial>
bc accounter) an cvii..- In thc Mfethodist sys.
tcm, the manaster is bound ta hold revival ser-
vices once a year on his circuit, and he does
it as a matter ai routine, without any*refer.
cuce ta whîethcr the conditions are such as ta
tender thue work permanently useful. Thus,'
annually, special services arc hehd, and num-
bers ai people under excitement are precipi-
tated upoa the religiouslue, the great major-
it>' ai whichi sink back in a littie while into
theiraid ways. Wc donfot-favour revivaisb>'
almanac dates , but Wherever there scems a
prospect ai permanent goor) being donc, »we
woaald be only too glad to. me the attcmpt
made.

Èut th=r as ane featuue li& tii. revivalism

of the prescrit ta whIich wc takc exception,
and wc tlîink on good grounds. A revivalist
visits a place, andi cithcr Meort lie begins lais
work lic stipulates for absolute control of the
arrangements, or witlaout any stipulation lie
assumes all control, and aiext ta ignores the
pastor and churca officiais altogetther. 1-«vcry.
body Ns to givc way for tlhe visitor; ail otiier
plans arc to bc subordinatcd to lus. And the
coolncss wvitI wlîich tiais is frequcntiy donc
gocs to show tiuat this is colisideced the riglit
tlaing.

Now, wc do tiot accotant it citlacr riglit or
prudent that the regular servants af a church
slaould bc bowcd out, or leit to, the ainor task
of Ilpronouincing the benedictioti," tlaat amian
who is licre to-day anid goiue to-mnorrow, and
wlao is rcsponsibic to nabody, nuay follow his
swcct iit. And this vicv is not bascd tapon
any. féar tuat chtarch officcrs will suifer from
loss of dignity. For wc do not carc about
Iuurting dignity, as it is only a vcry artifi-
ciat tluing at bcst. ]lut we base it on. pru-
denuce, on a dcsire tlîat the good donc inay
bc pcrmaticntiy donc. Front tiais staradpoint
wc judgc that instcad of a rcvivaiist assum-
inig ta contrcoi a chuirca, lie shouid laelp te
clîurch, being miore ai a servant than a dic-
tator. Sonmetimcs a clivrch may bc war-
ranted in handing over the management ta
min af much cxpcricncc, and rauch, lonoured
by God ini thic work ; but sncb cases must
be deed exceptional. Generally, thc mnin-
istcr af the claurcli should be at the hcad of
revival efforts, backcd up by the marc caraîcst
and godly mnembers of his flock. Mien
the mnany uinpleasantnl-sses and dissensions
which revivais somnctinucs leave ini chiurches
miglit bc avoidud. And, also, the revival
itself îvouid fot bc so likcly ta depart îvith
thc rcvivalist as it so frcqiuently docs.

Dr. Illaikie tells af a minister who liad a
recipe against the datigcrs of special services
;n what lie callcd his '«thrcc S's." Thcy were
thesçe, IlSubstitute," IlSnggcst," IlSupple-
ment," If any ane wished ahymnofaiasome-
what raaiting kind ta bc snng, he wouîd in-
vite the people ta unîte in singing, quictly
snbstitutiag a more utuexceptional hynàn. If
any onc proposed an additional meeting at a
late hour ai the night, lie wonld suggcst
that a meeting shonld bce hcld aicxt evening.
If aray anc would give a one-sidcd address,
lie would supplement it himself by presenting
the other side of the question. Thus avoid-
ing collision with the rushing strcam, he con-
trived ta guide it ina a useful direction ; and
when the waters subsidcd, a valtiable deposit
ivas left, and ever after richer clusters hung
on the branches of his church's vine. This
anecdote deserves more than a passing re-
citai, it is Worth carnest cansideration.

Ma. CHARtLTON,? M. P., bas been appointed by the
Manitoba Presbytery delegate ta the meeting of tue
General Asscnibly, ina Ottawa, ini june icxt

OuR AMericaii exchaitges are just now advocating
brevity in the pulpit, prayer-nuceting, Sunday school,
or committec ot any kind. The Il Christian at WVork
offérs; ibis suggestion : "1The only way for a man to
do Who 1hasn't time to be btief 1is to begin iunt"
middle and stop be(ore h.'4 gets there.' Thea bc cati
'b. short'1 withéut takng the indispesable time, %o
consideratioe. Mnd the "Congregaioanit a.
daiims -.IlTh.es a deut mor of ta&k linti wosI
thas It uaudu.'


