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LESSONS FROM TUE WORLLY.S S L'NJ)A 1

SCUO!..CONVENTION.t

That a convention, ta which sa many ministers had corne
(rom other lands, should attract sa few in aur avin, was a sur-
prise ta the delegated minsters as well as ta their lay brethren t
in this country, And this may fitly suggest the tlrst tesson to J
be learned.?

How much more important a position the Sunday schoal1
occupies in America than herel11

(a) There it is an integral part of the Church.3
(6) The minister is atlits head-nat merely nominally or in

tbeory.
(c) It lis the ministry ai the Church in the direction ai

Bible teaching, as distinguished from the preaching servicesr
in the sanctuary.1

(d) The Church is vitally, habitually interested in it-natr
spasmadically or on anniversary or some lew other occas-e
ions, when the Church is reminded ai the dlaimis af the Sun-f
day .chool.

(e) It freely suppfles al the monty needed for carryingt
an Sunday school, regarding ail the necessary wants as fur-
nisbing as valid a dlaim on the cburch finances as the minis-t
ter's salary.

It dots nat, thereiore, lay upoia the oficers and teachers
who are doing the work ai the Churcb, and wbo are aiten per-
sons ai humble means, the additianal burden oi financial care9
and anxiety.

(f) It encourages ail classes ta attend tht Sunday school,
and as the children ai the better educated and wel-to-da mem-
bers are in the scbool, their parents are naturally anxious that
there sht)uld be found as teachers those ai the rpest txperi.
ence and richest culture Mr. B. F. Jacobs, ai Chicago, said9
at tht Convention, cancernifig bis own land, "lThteILord
Jesus Christ bas practicaliy skimmed the Cburch and poured
the cream of it inta the Sunday schoais."

Thetlesson for us ta lay ta beart is that mînisters and
church oficers must sec ta it that mare ai the citam ai tht in-
telligence, cultur, ripe experience ai aur cburch.-s be poured
inoa ur Sunday schools.

The mare elevated platiarni which tht Sunday school in
America occupes secures the iollowing resuts :

il. That tht Sunday schoal is flot a place merely for the
spiritual instruction of cildren, ta be left as soon as possible,
when advanced ideas ai what is manly or womanly begins ta
deveiap ; and

2.T bat tht Sunday school is not a place merely for chil-
dren ai the humbler classes, whose parents have not tht abil-
ity or tht disposition ta teach them.

Tbe Churches in aur land, by nat recagnizing tîzat tht
Sunday scbooli is tht place ai religious instruction for al
classes and for al agts, have limittd tht attendance tai chit.
dren of certain classes only, and tbase only ta tht period af
girlhood and boyboad.

We may flot have the advantage ai a mixture ai classes in
the day school, but, at least, let us lÈave tht advantage ai the
mingling af tht children ai tht ricb and tht poar in aur Sun-
day schols In tht great social problems that are befoère us,
in tht dark days abead, whase skies may loomn with heavy pa-
tent if the yawning gl which separates dlais from class
shahl go on widening, and if the distrust with which tht
poar regard respectable, wel-to-do Christianity shaîl become
bard and cynical, it may be ton late ta preach that Jesus Christ
knew no distinction ai classes, and that His Gospel is the
best, safest and happiest mît aif life for aIl.

But if tht rich and tht poor shall meet tagether in aur
Sunday schoals, shahl si' beside ont another in their classes,
shall meet on equal ternis in social intercourse at the bouse ai
their teachers, or ai tht wealthier members ai thé churches,
fired witb tht love ai a common brotherbood, there Cmay
grow up such a mutual respect that shali neyer wear wholly
off.

Tht rich man'ls son, Iearning sonitthing ai tht povtrty and
straitentd crcumstances ai bis class neigbbour, realizing, as
he neyer otberwise might, what loss ai work through unfav-
ourable weather, what sickness ini a crowded raom, what con-
valescence in an unwhlesome atmospbert, and with but a
limited supply aificodoa any kind, and an utter absence ai al
that might be suitable or tempting, may mean, shall regard
wth brotherly sympalhy bim whom Gad bas placech in a
lowlier lot, and shaîl learn for bis own sake as well as for
bis, who shahl become tht abject ai a loving ministry, the

- meaning ai the divine ordinance, IlTht poor always ye have
witb you."

Tht paar.mun's son, made ta feel the reality and tender-
ness ai tht truth taugbt in the class, that we are aIl children
ai tht samne loving Father, shall Ieamn that riches can be

*divinely used as they are divinely entrusted, and that camiort-
able circumstances need be fia barrier ta, tht manifestation ai
brotberly love. If there shaîl thus grow up-as assuredly
there will-in the bearts ai bath, at an age wben tht nobltst
and btst in them bas tht beýt chance of asserting itsehf, be-
fore class prejudices and the maxims ai mammon bave bard-
tned and encrusttd them, by-and-by in altued Tlationships,
perbaps, wben they stand ta one ancitser'as employer and
employed, they shall yet cherish - for-ie anather feelings ai
-mutual respect, wich may helpthe'mn ta remember that les-
son so bard for us aIl ta paactiseii Look flot every man
an is own things, but every man aIma on the things ai an-
other."1

THE. CANADA PRESBYTEiR1AN.

Tht circumstances ai tht Convention surely have a lesson
for us al; and pcrhaps same facts cannecttd with tht Con-b
vention may belp ta impress an aur minds the growing impur- t
tance ai tht work it was called ta conîrder. I

The Convention itseli was impressive. lit gathered ta-a
gcther many ai our best workers, clerical and lmy, tram al Il
parts ai Engiand. Most ai aur religions societies, at Icastz
those flot distinctively connected with tht Church ai Eng- i
land, sent delegats. Our colonies, Canada, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, British Columbia, India, Australia, Westa
Indies, sent their delegates. Germany, France, Italy, Hol-e
land, Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland and China were repre-c
senttd ; Canada sent fifty-five delegates, ai whom seven1
were ministers ; and as for America, there neyer was such anc
invasion ai tht sons ai the pilgrim Fathers ta tht aid land, t
which t hey neyer cease ta honuur and love. They came ta tht
number ai 36,-leading ministers, leamned praiessors fram v
ber colleges, busy prolessional men, weaithy 'merchants,
men ai humbler means, who had ta practise economy tad
enable them ta camte, and ai noble wamen there werc flot at
iew.0V

0f tht American delegation ninety-flve were ministers,r
moretatan ont.foutth of the number front tht States. Bas
that iact no significance? Has that fia bearing on tht ques-(
tion ai tht relative importance ai the Sunday schnol in thatc
country and in this ?i

Think, too, at what cast this delegation was obtained.1
Taking tht 415 who came tram Canada and tht States, and1
estimating their expenses at tht low figure ai $15o per
head, we find that they spent over $6o,ooo ta camne ta the2
Convention.i

But many did nat came at their own charges. Santie ai the
State Associates seat their delegates fret, and deemed that,
in the interest of their association, thty were making a wise
expenditure. Fancv any at our local Sunday Scbool Unions
or Churches acting similarly 1

But they may. This Convention bas enlargcd aur views
and broadened aur minds, and raîsed aur ideals af what the
Sunday school is destined ta accomplish. It bas brought us
inote contact witb men-ministers and laymen, wbo are in dead
carnest, who believe tht Sunday school is the mightiest, most
hopeful, and most successiul evangelizîng agent tht Cburch
bas, who are convinced that time canant be better emplayed
than in periecting its machineny, organization, and methods,
that it must engage tht maniiest interest, the deepest salici-
tude, tht most eanest prayers ai the Churches ; and that they
must bc ready ta affer on its altan tht amplest means and the
most consecrated service.

Tht Convention turther bas taught us tht marvehlous
growth and extent ai tht Sunday school. It bas been quite a
field day for statisticiarîs. They phod away collecting thein
figures, naking thtir comparisons, tibulating their results -
but tao oaten they are but tht vaîce ai ane crying in tht wil-
derness. Thty want some great occacian, when mtn's htarts
are ready ta take in figures, for if they get na futher than
men's beads they eflact littie resuits.

M. Hartley, told tht Convention thatthere are now in Eng-
land and Wales 5,733,328 Sunday scholars, a proportion ai
2o-29 per cent. ai the popuhat.on, or ather mort than aone in
five ; or if teachers and scholars are added together, as is
dont in Amneica, tht total number ini tht Sunday scbools
amaunts ta 6,350,206, or 22o5 per cent. ai tht whle popula-
tion.

Tht large increase in tht numben ai children attending day
achools since tht passing ai tht Education Act, saoft from
dimînishîng tht attendance at Sunday school, as was pre-
dicted, bas bad a contrary effect, and there are now in Eng-
land and Wales a million mr scholars iound in aur Sunday
schools than in aur day schools, in spite of the compulsory
powers witb wbich the latter art entrusted.

But if these statistics fil us with encouragement, they
should aise deepen in us a sense ai our responsibilititsj here,
at aIl events, is no naorn ion lamentation that tht Sunday
achool has lost its hold on tht population, that tht workîng
classes are indilerent and antagonistic, that tht attendance
an religious educatian * s decrtasing with tht itctase of secu-
Ian knowledge. More than ane-fifth ai tht population-
reckoning, tao, a very large section ai the people who think
ai tht Sunday schoal as only intended or adapted for tht
children ai the humbler classes-are in the scbools, and tht
percentage ai population is fncreasing rather than diminish-
ing.

Then, whereas Wales shows as large a percentage as 30
pet cent. ai tht population in tht Sunday schaol, Landan bas
ianly about 12 per cent., so that there remains much land ta be
possesstd.

Tht tact is that at ither end ai the social scale there are
yet many ta bc gathered ino tht Sunday school, tht children
ai tht very pon and tht children ai tht ich ; and surely tht
Churches most able ta reach these separate classes shauld
flot find it difficult ta devise means. Then there are tht
well-to.do members ai aur own Churches ; and the pastors
and delegates ai tht congregational Unian should bc respon-
sible for the childrea that are within tht reach-of their influ-
ence.

Tht lesson ai responsibîlity that rests on us, concerning tht
large num bers cf childen that are already under instruction,
is ane that presses with seiotis concern.'

What are we doing for these multitudes that are within
caur racb, anid that came ta us Sunday after Sunday ? Large
numbers aifthem came fieora homes where the sense ai par-
ental responsibility is cither feeble or dead. Whmt are tht
churches doing for these gatbered in their names ?
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Are tbey doing aIl tbey can ta provide the achools -with tht
best teachers? Aire they inttrtsting themselves ta procure
the most suitable buildings and rooms for these scbalams; ta
be taugbt in? Are they careful ta Surnish tht means best
adapted ta attract and ta bold tht scbolars ? Are they afixiaus
thit tht schols should be sa conducted as ta beconie natural,
zasy and pleasant gateways ta the chiurches? Are tht pastors
in full sympathetic; taucb witb tht young people, not onlv
generally approvlng ai the work ai tht Sunday-school, and
apprtciating the labours ai tht teachers, but in hearty, tam-.
est, close relations with the teachers, helping, inspiring, en-
couraging themn by a constant intercourse and communion ?
Are aur pistors in constant intercaurse with the yaune people
ai tht scbools ? Do they make thein eed they are indeed
their pastors, their iriends ? Are they so closely identified
with tht Sund-.y-school as that tht scholars shall feel that tht
ministers sustain a vital and interested relationship ta them?
Are tbey alive ta tht deep neccssity that tht teachers who have
devolved an thcm sa tremendausly responsible dutits should
be quatified, fitted, adapted for them? Art they aware
whtether aIl the teachers are suitable men as regards genera-
reputation, autward deportmnent or character ?

Are they doing all they can ta help tht teachers ta
quatiiy themselves for their work ? With 50 far superiar edu-
cational advantages, with sa much deeper a sense ai ail that
is demanded of a good tearber, are they daing their utmost ta
help themn by addresses, by lectures, by preparation classes
ta make their wark mare effective ?

It is a terrible tbo ught how mauy tens af tbousands ai
scbolars are entrusted ta incoînpetent teachers, many ai tbern,
if you wilI, not 'using ail the advantages within their power,
but many ai theni aima iaithfüi ta their iew appartunities, and
their few single talents.

If this wert a gathering ai Sunday.school teachers it
w*ould bie ta tht purpose ta draw for themn the tess~ons tu be
learned from the Convention, but as this assembly is composed
mainly ai pastars and officers ai churches, flot actively en.
gaged for tht most part in tht Sunday scbool, thaugh ail in-
terested in it, tht lesson now ta be learned is that responsibi
lity for tht incompetency ai teaching and lack af power ta
impress or ta hold tht scbalars will rest fiat anly at tht doar
ai those who thus show themselves unfltted for their work, but
with tht pastars and churches whose work these teachers are
doing. Tht pastor dots not rid hirnatif af mespansbility for
tht souls ai tht young people ai bis charge, by devalving
their training on Sunday school teachers; as shepherd hie is
responsible for tht under-shepherds ta whomn tht lambs are
cammitted, and for tht paetures ino which they are led. And
churches will nat be held guiltless that are not doing their
utmost for tht efficiency ofithe Sunday schooli but are leaving
it tincancernedly ta such officers and teachers as may aflbr
tbemselves; or may be prtsstd sometirnes reluctantly and as
mere makeshiits, into tht service ai tht school

ThetI Report ai the Convention," wbich txtends tuaa
volume af over 400 piges, and gives full accounts ai aIl the
meetings, needs onîy ta be read ta furnisb many tessons whi':h
the individual reader, be lie pastor or teacher, may apply ta
bimseIL. But one cannat but glance over tht programnite,. x-
tending as it did, through four day; erbracing ini its twelve
sessions s0 many and such varied subîtcts, without reahizing,
as perhaps ont bas neyer fully realized betore, tht breadth
and comprehensiveness ai tht Sunday school system. At one
meeting a resolution was agreed ta netn. 'con. by a standing
vote, IlThat every Sabbath school shauld be in fact and
effect, a temperance training scbool, fitting tbe nising genema-
tion for active and aggressivt effort in this and every other
departmnent ai Christian worlc." A few years ago such a reso-
lution would have been impossible. Tht growth ai tht Con-
tinental Mission and ai tht American Foreign Sunday School
Association shows that tht Sunday scbool is an important mis-
sionary agency, and will become increasingly such. Tht Con-
vention resalved, IlThat an organizing stcretary be appointed
for Sunday Schaol Extension and Work in India," and
already there bas came from that great empire a sang
ai rejoicifig at tht prospect ai tht Sunday scbool being
there developed and extended. Tht Sunday school bas
atready shown by its Bands ai Hope, Christian Bands,
Young People's Societies ai Christian Endeavour, week
night classes, week-tvening lecture% and entertainments,
young men's and young women's Christian institutes, clubs
and gymnasia for lads, that its came ai its scholars is flot con-
fined ta the Sabbath, and tht beanty receptian afforded at tht
Convention ta those who advocated txtending tht influence ai
wtek evening engagements proves that tht Sunday school is
able ta adapt itsei ta tht increasing needs and varying me-
quirements ai each generation. Without at aIl lessening the
effiiency ai tht Sunday labours ai teachers, witlîout losing
sight ai their chief am and purpose ta lead their scholars ta
tht Saviaur, and ta train them, ion Christian lite and service,
it may now be said that everything that affects the well-being
ai the scholars, or that touches any part ai their lifé; cames
wel within tht scope of tht Sunday school. This large field
gi ministny that is now open catis for Christian workers from
all aur churches, and affords a sphene for the most varied
Christian service. Tht teachers are doing their part on the
Sunday and during the week, but many aifthein have but
scant leisure and iew opportunities. Ont truth emphasized
over and aven again at tht Convention was that tht Sundmy
school is an integral part ai tht churcb ; and its workers sigh
for a dloser unity thertwith. Tht truc theory ai tht Sunday
schmol is that it is thtensinistryaof tht Church ta tht young,
and whatever may bave ttnded in the paît ta prevent this truc
ideal being realired, we do flot care ta enquire. We now
ive and labour, and pray that the ichool may be so dlostiy
identificd with the Church, that pastans, office bearers, church
members and those who are at work in tht school, may td
they are united by the strangeat cords ai mutizal sympathy
andgood will. We are certain that tht Convention will tend
in thîs direction, and we trust that this humble attempt ta in-
dicate some ai thetlessons *iil have same beauing in the sanie
gracious direction.


