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bidden to hold their colloquics and assemblics, and
wherever it could be done their congregations were
broken up. This process of repression went on till
1683, when yielding to evil counscls, the vain monarch
was prevailed upon to annul the famous Edict of
Nantes. This reactionar: measure imposed on all
Hugueaots the sentznce of civil death ; it imposed a
scvere check on the commierce and the industry of
France. Wiiat that nation lost others gained. Hugue.
not emigrants were no shiftless and incapable additions
to other populations. ‘They brought with them their
steady and praiscworthy modes of life and their ad-
vanced industrial skill. Previous to 1683 a steady
streamt of emigration had been flowing; but at that
time the expatriation became general.  Over half-a-
million had abandoned their native land, Of 1,000
pastors, 6o managed to make their escape, 100 were
stain or sent tothe galleys, and the remainder cither
conformed to the Roman Catholic Church or dis.
appearcd.

For a time the persccuted Huguenots maintained
a heroic strugglein the Desert.  The famous preacher
and devoted Christian, Amome Count, did herowe ser-
vice during a long and scif-denying mumstry. Poor
fouis XVI1, at the solicitation of Neckar, it 1s s,
signed in 1787 an edict which restored to the French
Protestants the hiberty of which they had been depnved
102 years before.  The Revolution, begmning two
years later, ended all attempts to nunpose arbitrary re-
strictions on any class because of their religtous beliefs.
So that French Presbyteriamsm 1s now the profession
of at least 500,000 of the people.

No wonder that in America and Europe the many
thousands who claim a Huguenot ancestry should
celebrate the two hundredth anniversary of an event
so memorable in the struggle for civi. and religious free.
dom. They can look back with grautude toa history
bright with many moral tnumphs and achievements.
Men of Huguenot descent have become distinguished
in Church and State. They have excelled in every
field of industry. They have won trophics in litera-
ture, science and art. No land to which they have
come but regards the descendants of those who were
persecuted for conscience’ sake as among the most
exemplary and worthy of her citizens. The Presby-
terian Church in Canada has had excellent represen-
tatives of the French Huguenots in sach men as the
Hon. Senator Vidal and the late Col. Haultam,

The events commemorated tmpress us with the valu.
able privileges gained for us by the herow sacrifices of
noble and God-fearing men. We may not be called
on to suffer for our convictions ; but surely 1t 1s incum-
bent 01 us to hive upto them, and that we should be as
faithful to duty in our own day as they were in theirs.

- —am—

CONGREGATIONALISM.

————

WE have just risen from the perusal of an address
given by the Rev. J. Burton, B.D., of Toronto, to the
Congregational Union in June Jast. The reading hae
afforded us unmixed pleasure. The spirit iz candic,
charitable, not beastful, and in a word thorouglly
Christian. To say this does not imply that we
agree in every opinion ; but it would be well if ¢ uny
such addresses were given nevertheless.

We venture a word of criticisin, not in the spir®t of
favlt-finding, but in the exercise of that liberty of
speech which the able author of the address vindicates.
The historical origin of modern English, American and
Scotch Congregaticnalism is, we think, fairly indicated.
Spiritual life, opposed and persecuted within State
churches, had to struggle into existence independently.
Spiritual life also must scek organized embodiment,and
a few like-minded associating for the purposes of wor-
ship naturally become a church, coetus fidelim. As
such, in the excrcisc of Christian liberty, they appoint
their elders and deacors and in other ways take steps to
maintain their Christian organization and to promote
others, We think that Mr. Burton is right when he at-
tributes schism to an attempt to compel submission
against conviction and conscience, and we agree with
him that all such attempts are unchristian, We ad-
mit that Romanism, Prelacy and Presbyterianism
have all fallen into this mistake. But for it, indecd,
the Haldanes would never have become Baptists, and
Independency and Baptists in Scotland, humanly
speaking, would not have arisen. But did Puritans
never forget themselves?  We ‘fear Mr. Burton will
have to confess that they also, though Congregational-
ists, suffercd from the weakness of our common
huraanity. Buwt let the past go. Al denominations

of Protestants have in our day learned toleration.
Even Roman Catholics are ashamed of the intolerance
which is stifl avowed as the policy of the Church, but
is disguised when itcannot be enforced ; and we think
that liberty"of thought and action will be found among
other “hri tians as ample as among Congregationate
ists. They may also come to sce the necessity of
© crganization” among the churches, of a common
creed and common usages as really if not in as muny
details as other Christians enjoy.  Plymouthisin even
can “judge Bewhesda” and refuse to fellowship, as
they term i, as really excommunicating in this way
as Ronie does with bell, book and candle.  Selfpre.
servation is the first duty of a living organism.
State chiurchism may hinder discipline, but discipline
as between churches must obtain as really as discipi-
line among church members. Order is necessary if
there is to be oneness.

MAKING HASTE TO BL RICH.

MosT people are fond of money.  The moust philo
sophic contemner of filthy lucre could casily be brought
to the front, by the offer of a large reward for his ap-
pearance. The anxiety is not to possess money for
its own sake, but for the good it could accomphish. Of
course every one wants to do good with the superflu-
ous moriey he desires to acquire.  With legitunate cf-
forts to make money the moralist has no fault to tind.
Industry, prudence, forcthought and economy are vir-
tuous and praiseworthy. It is the illegitimate, the
dishoncst and hungy lust of gain that invanably car-
ries a curse with it.  How painfully frequent are the
evidences of its presence everywhete !

Two striking instances of this accursed greed of gan
have just come to light in the courts of New York, A
tall typical Southcn;cr negotiated with a * sawdust ”
operator for the delivery of a large nuinber of counter-
feit bills for which a comparatively small sum of gen-
uine money was to be given in exchange. The oper-
ator had his brother concealed behind a panel.  His
part m the swindle was to replace the money with
worthless bundles of paper.  Whether the tall Texan
was incensed at the trick being played upon him or
was bent on getting possession of the genuine money
counted in his presence has not yet been determined ;
but he shot the swindler on the spotand fired t - 5 cart-
ridges at his accomplice on the other side of the parti-
tion, withont however, infiicting on him any injury.
The man who tost his life had been a professivnal
swindler foo many years. Hehad several offices in
the business part of the city where he could lure s
victims and plunder thesa.  His home was mn a re-
spectable locality where his family ¥ved in comfort, if
not afluence.

The other striking example of making haste to be
rich by dishonest means 1s now being disciosed by the
proceedings in the court arising out of transactions of
the Grant & Ward firm. [t is now discovered that
a man named Warpzr had obtained enormous snms
of money from the defaulting firm. These sums were
ostensibly paid as dividends on mongcy invested in
government contracts. In court Ferdinand Ward con-
fessed that no such contracts existed and that the
money paid to Warner was simply what was nvested
by other people. When this cinunal firm collapsed
Ward testifics that Warner induced him to transfer
the property he controlled to the latter so that he
mught still further profit by the wreck that injured so
many and cast a temporary shadow on the reputation
of General Grant.

These are typical cases of cool, calculating and sys-
tematic dishonesty. They show what is possible.
They reveal what is going on beneath the surface on
scales of va. sing extent. They show to what depth of
degradation covetousness can bring its victims, These
depths are not reaciied by a single bound. What may
have been the carly traming of the occupant of the
swindling den has not been disclosed; but the chief
operator in the fraudulent finn was reared wn a good
and virtuoas home. His education, social standing
and grezter opportunities for rascal 7 made hima far
more dangerous man than the other plunderer,  His
criunnality s, therefore, all the greater. It wason dis-

" honest men that the “sawdust” operator chiefly re-

lied for his victims. The principal of an ostensibly
reputable firm had a larger sphere for mischief. His
schemes were specially framed to allure too confident
yet innocent-investors. It is cruel to sweep away the
funds invested by widows and orphans, aad it is said

that not a few such have been reduced to poverty by
the Grant & Ward raseahties.

Henry Rugers descriled a clasg who re.sired no
devil te tempt them to wrong-doing,  They met the
devil halfeway, asking 1f Le had any cunning allure-
ments by which they might be captivated.  ‘There
would not be sb many instances of criminal dishonesty
if there were not so many peaple willing to be er nched
by fraud.  In too many casesthe victi was pefectly
willing to be the victnmzer of the chances had been
favourable.  They seem willing enough to meet the
devil half-way.

Indiscriminate applause of these possessed of wealth
is vory apt to create moral confusion.  To foster class
disinctions and ranl against the rich is both wrong and
absurd; but to fawn upon and flatter the selfish and
ostentatioes displays of wealth is weak and foolish, A
man who by hone-ty aad self-denial has been the ar
clutect of hts fortune which he uses for his own and
the good of others s worthy of all respect; the man
who by sharp practice and wolfish cunning has in-
creased s gains at aihiers expease 1s worthy of some-
thing else than respect.  In the eager race for riches
itis nat neessary to part with conscienee, honour,
self-respect and antegnity,  These are essential to all
true wmanhoud and they are qualities that no wount
of money can buy. The words of the Wise . 1 were
truc in his day, they are truc m ours, and they will be
truc for all ume. “Wealth gotten by vamty shall be
diminished , but he that gathereth by labour shall
increase.”

ORBITUARY.

Geurge Rolxrtson, an clder in John Street Zresby-
terian Cnurch, Belleville, Ont., died on Monday, the 7th
Neptember, at two a m. For several years he s.fered from
discase of the prostate gland.  Duning the past fo . months
he has been contined to bed, his trouble causing intense
suffering, which was only relieved by the continual use of
opiates  Ile never murmured, but rather let patience have
its pericet wark by entire submission to the will of God.
Ite was born in Orkney, Scotland. e had reachad the
great age of nearly seventy-cight years, during the larger
past of which he was the devoted folluwer of the Saviour,
and most of which he spent in this country.  In business as
a carpenter he was kuown to be honest and thorough in
everytlung, snil was in consequence highly respected.  He
was vne of the onginators of Jokn Street Presbytetian
Church, and alout furty years ago was ordained an slder by
the Rev. Dr. Gregg, the first pasiur o} this church and now
professor in Knox College,  Truring the sicceeding postorates
of the Rev. Mr. Whyte, nuw in licland, Dr. Jlaclaren, also
one of the professors in Knox College, Rev, John Burton,
of the Northern Congregational Church, Toronto, and Rev.
D. NMitchell, he ever took an active part in the work of the
church. e was scarcely known to be absent from public
worship, and his presence at the weekly prayer-meeting was
not only constant, but enhanced by his prayers and addresses,
For many years ke led the singing at the prayer-meeting.
He visited the congregation regularly, and for a long peried
shared with another clder, Mr. A. G. Worthrup, in con-
ducting a weekly cottage-meeting in the district of the
latter. He was never more at home than in visiting the
sick and bereaved. For many years he faithfully performed
this duty, and during tde long continued afiliction of
the present pastor was mest wnremitting in  his labours.
1le also tooh a prominent part in the work of tem-
perance, and also of the Bible Societ,, the Evangelical
Alliance, and the city mission The week of prayer
was dear to his heart, and he was known at the Union
meetings not only for his unfailing attendance by by taking
an active part in them. No onc could have xen more zea-
lous than he in promoting Christian fellowship.  He Jeaves
a marked blank in the congregation of which he was a mem.
ber, and also in his family of three daughters and three.sons.
(together with scveral grandchildren) and in the large circle
of his relatives and friends both in and out of the city. He
never let an opportunity pass without speaking of Christ
and the salvation of the soul, and thus many, unknown to us,
have reasun to remetnber their counsellor with gratitude and
love, Hc was fulloned to his honoured grave by a large
processivn of mourners.  He now rests in peace, waiting
th + glorious morn when the trumpet shall sound and the dead
be: raised, of which he so often and so earnestly spoke. May
the footsteps of many be guided by his example into the way
of the Redeemer, and at length to the house above with
many mansions !

Dz. Munuarr has conducted a serics ol evangelistic
mectings in Louisville As many as five thousand werte
present severnl week nights. As a result of the meetings
nearly 1,000 members have been added to thevarious churches
in the town,
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