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of such & measure ¥ I it proves a real
protection of home manufactures, it
must discourage Importation ; and if, on
the other hand, it discourage importa-
tion, it must, as & consequence, fail to
attain its other aim, namely that of rais-
ing a revenue. By the very nature of
the case, it is impessible to attain both
cnds. One, however, niuy be attained ;
and the likelihood is that it will he the
protection of the manufacturer. The
reason is apparent. The home-manufac-
turer. finding himself thus protected.
cleverly adjusts his prices so as to uu-
dersell the foreign manufuacturer to an
oxtent that will secure the ready sale
of his own goods. Ior exiample, suppos-
ing the manufactured article cost $90.00,
and the duty imposed upon it were
§15.00, then the home manufacturer, by
selling his article for $100.00, could se-
cure a ready buyer. Nor would the pur-
chaser fully realize that, on the $100.00
spent, he had actually paid $10.00 tax,
to go, not into the public treasury, but
into the pocket of his rich manufactur-
ing neighbor. Even lhere, the injustice
is but in its first stage. A year passes
during which the revenue has fallen

short, most appreciably, from the fact
that the fountain, from which it was
expected to flow, was checked at its
source or turned aside to enrich those
who needed it least. And now there is
but one way out of the difliculty. A di-
rect tax must be imposed ; and the pur-
chaser of home-manufactured goods
must be punished for ¢ encouraging
home-manufacetures ” by being forced to
pay another tax—this time, however,
into the public {reasury, not to the
wealthy manufacturer.  We thus see
that a protective tariff for revenue pur-
poses is not only impracticable but in
the highest measure unjust—tending to
make the rich, richer; the poor, still
poorer.

Other objections, from an ethical
stand-point, might be advanced against
Indirect Taxation ; but these will suffice
to show wherein it falls short of the
standard of justice. llowever satisfac-
tory it may prove to the economist and
the political scientist, to the moralist it
displays an array of defeets that de-
mand correction.
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Ask God to show you your duty, and
then do that duty well ; and {from that
point you mount to the very peak of
vision.

—Edward Everett Hale.



