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are, there liave been, ani alwva3s will bx, duubtless, liere and tiiere,
families in. city congregations, the spirit of whiose piety is deep1 and
influentîal. There is no inistakingr tho fact that tliey derive tlieir
daily inspiration froni the Lurdl Hiinself, wlho dwehls ini thelm, and
mfinisters to tliein riehily of His grace. It is froin suclh families
as these that tie sniall. perceîîtage of city stutlents,, fur tuie zîîixistry
cornes. Our business is to dual witli whiat is general, not exceptioi.
Hence the poinits on which wc enlarg(,e we bl.»ieve to bc 'reinecrallv
true of the comnmunity of p)r<féssing (hristians. Whiy se few Can-
didates for thie îninistry are furnishced fromn thie homes of Chiristi.m
people in ciLlies is iaieely (lue tu the fohlowing causes:

(i.) Al feebte relligiou. Ie l i h lLOIIc.-If iL bc asked liow this
is indicatcd, it miay ho answered, by the iieylect if rchigwuini -
tion. Iu inany cases no attcîipt is mnade by parenits to instruct
tlhecr eildren iiu the Seriptures, une reason hcing, probably, thiat
they are so iii instructcdl thiniselves-; nuiother, that thcey Icave it tri
Zunday schools, dlay sehiuls, and the pu11)it. Iii othier casesç, the
instruction given is not regular, or consecutive, and therefore noV
effective. A. sinail percentage only of parents is faithiful ini this
inatter. Chidren. are taughit inany subjeets cffectivl 3 -, but noL
Biblical kïîowbcei, and the resuit is just whiat iuî,iht ho cxpected
moral and spfiritual wcakness lu thie character of the young.

IV is further incdicatcd by a greater or less weylect if fam»ily
ilvirs1ip. Iu a large nunîber of Christian homes iL i5 net observcd
at all. Iii the case of muany, iL is hiad irregularly, twice or thrice a
week, whilc but a few Observe it daily, bothi morningr amui evcning.
A.ud it is al]sio seen ini the generally morldly ito~1ur f ie
home, mnanifesting itself lu a lively iînterc-st lu cvcrytiiiing pertain-
ing to the wvorld, its picasures, iLs pastimc, its frivulities,-- to the
exclusion of religiouits inatters. The warm genial, influence of
a growing epiritual life is far fromi general. Tlierc is muclh reli-
glious profession, but littie religions life, mnuichi rehigious conformuity,
but littie spiritual powe'r, and<l ittie that suggests thte presence and
spirit of the gentie loving Saviour. Clhildren growing up iii such
surruundings have littie chance of becoxuing spiritually iuincid.
They are shaped4 largely by their enviroîment, by whiat they sec
;umd licar, aud licuce thevre is ordinarily littie, if uy, prolability of
their heartsq heinc dlirected toward spiritual thiugs, or toward a
spirituial calling.

(2) À. second< cunsideration, 1,j the cit.rrency of fa2ee icealq.-
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