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must deal with living men, and with living opinions, and
if they are flot prepared for this, they are flot prepared
for the îvork of their age.

We go forth to join in the great work of the "cleva-
tion of the race." Were 1 required to strike the key-
note of the best forms of modern thought, I should say,-
dielevation." -ie later wvriters in Science and Political
Economy ivould seemn to dlaim a monopoly in this matter.
This we deny theni. They tell us that the race is to be
elevated by mere intellectual improvement. This is the
grand niistake. More than mere knowledge is wainted.
Satan knows more than any man, but he is Satan stili.
Away îvith this trifling! The one agency which is to
elevate the race is the Gospel of Jesus Christ ; and to

.this îvork ive are called. We are to move in society ; we
are to associate with mcn, with living, ihinking mien.
And as the physician assumes that the recuperative
principle in nature is on hlis side in the great struggle
against disease and death, so do we assume that, in the
greater work to îvhich ive are called, the organization of
society will be in favour of vîrtue rather than vice ; tliat
t ivili bc on the side of religion rather than of irreligion.

We go forwad to seif-improvement. ht cannot alarin
us now, though it would have shocked us in earlier years,
to hear that, aftcr al], our studies are only cornmencing.
We have been learning the art of study heretofore; nowv
wve must practise it. And the reason is obvious. Minis-
ters of the Gospel must be scholars. It will neyer do for
us to be the literary victims of critical schoolinasters and
laîvyers. WVhatever theory ive may adopt îvith rcference
to the origin and government of the world, one thing is
certain :its history so far is a history of progress.
Whatever stand we may takce as to the matters of Chiurch
Government or creeds, aIl must admit that the church is
making progress. diPrc.gress" is the watchword of this
century. There is a rising level of intelligence in every
department of human activity at the present day. The
standard of education is rising in all the professions, and
the serious question of the day wvith which the church
must grapple is thid, :-" Is the ministry to fail behind? "
There can be but one auswer tço this. It wmll neyer do
for ministers of the Gospiel to faîl behind lawyers and
statesmen, and men of science in general attaininents.
iVe must convince them. Wie are bound by ail that is
sacred in our highi caUi'ng, by aIl our desire to be useful,'
by the interests of the r-huirch-we are bound to, con-
vince them that our abilities and attainiments are such as
to command their respect.

We go forth to declare the everlasting Gospel of
Christ; flot to preach Ethics or Politics, but a living,
life-giving word. May that spirit of consecration and
heroism be ours îvhich was Paul's wvhen he said: "I arn
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth."

With love for the Truth and an inextinguishable
desire to be uiseful, twining one round the other-as the
Acanthus leaf round the Corinthian pillar-let us go for-
ward to duty with hearts united in love to, God and man,
though our paths must be divided.

" Friend, 1 sbrink to say
Farewell to thee. In youth's tinclouded niorn
We gaze on Friendship as a graceful flower,
And win it for our pleasure or our pride;
But, when the stern realities of life
Do clip the wings of fartcy, and rude stornis
Rack the wvorn cordage of the heart, it br-,ati),
A healing essence and a strengthening chiarrn
Next to the hope of Heaven'."

After thec collection for the ]ibrary fuud and
the presentation of diplomas by the Prin~cipal,
the 1Rev. John Jenkins, D.D., addressed the grad.
nates, viz. : Messrs. J. Mitchell, G. D. Bayiie, B.A.,
IL «V. MeKibbin, B.AL, J. A. Townsend, J. Allard,
G. A. Smith, J. Reid, B.A., G. T. Bayne, T. HXenry
and A. Oauboue.

I congratulate you, gentlemen, on the successful comn-
pletion of your preparatory itudies for the Chiristiait
ministry. In speak.ng of your studies as dipreparatory,"
I îvould flot underestimate the stock of information and
even learning %,'hich youi have acquired during the past
seven years. 1 knowv that most of you have studied
faithfully, and that some of you ]lave studied liard and
have reached a good degree of scholarship, both general
and professional. But there is no one of youi wîho is not
ready to confess that he is nov only beginning bis studies.
iVhatever other people think or say of you, yon do
flot pretend that yoi hlave difinished your studies," as the
phrase goes. On the contrary, yotu feel and own that
you have but touched those great subjects of investiga-
tion îvhich are embraccd in our Theological curriculum,
and that the chief thing wvhich your cou-se of instruction
has done for you is to teach yoiu simply how to vork,
îe~., td think, to investigate, and to use to purpose the
knowledge you have acquired, or mnay yet acquire.

The Christian ministry is the noblest of ail callings,
demandig for its successful prosecution the highest of
ail gifts. It is flot dia profession," ini the sense in wvhich
laîv and medicine are ; this would be a low view to take
of the office of a preacher of the Gospel and an diambas-
sador for Christ." If any of you, gentlemen, are going
into the ministry as a mere profession, for the sake, i. e.,
of wvhat it will bring you of this wv, .rld's goods, the result,
I fear, wvill be disappointing. The men anîongst the
clergy, of umaiendoîved churches at least, îvho get rich out
of their stiçpends, are few indeed, and oughit to be f ew.
Fortunes are sometimes miade at the bar, and also, though
less often, in the sphere and practice of medicine ; but
the pulpit is not a money-making institution. If you get
more than enough to live on, you wil be more fortunate
than most of your predecessors, aye, of your contdem-
porariez. The pastor wvho possesses the spirit of his
Lord ivill seek "not," so much, "ito be ministered unto,"
as idto minister." There are some few anîongst the
clergy, respecting îvhom it may be said, that dithe lines
have fallen unto them in pleasant places," but the great
bulk of our ministers, flot to spcak of those of other
bodies, are sparcly paid, and have to struggle with nar-
row means to the end of life's chapter. It is their privi-


