
OXFOIRD HOUSE.

The young men dressing the Church
with evergreens, and 1 have been trim-
ing a large chîýndelicr. To-niglit, at
the usual time, ive ail assernbled to bol
the watch-nigbt; -we hiad a dclighitful
time; aller tbe sermon, several addres-
ses were delivered by our native breth-
ren, vith singing and prayer. Alter
thue close of the serviee, tbey ali sbook
hands with each other, and ail mnanifes-
ted in their happy countenances, the
most irnalloyed delighit. 1 bave just
looked into tbe kitchien, and the flooî' is
covered with provisions f'or thec Feast
to-ruorrow; a man lias to remafin there
ail niglit to keepi up a good lire in the
stove to prevent the things lrom free-
,ring.

January, Tlhïrsdaiy 1 st, I 85'7i.-New
Ye ar's Day-Tbe Indilans' cou ntenan ces
are radiant wvith joy tluis mnorning ; tbey
are al dressed in their best clothes,and
are going arouind wisbling each other a
hiappy New Year.

Noon-Thie tbings are ail now col-
lected for the Feast, thue tables are
spread and the Indians are gathering to
partake of the good cheer.

Evening.-The Feast bas gone off in
good style. \\e could not make room
for them ail to sit down at once, so we
had to make tlaree removes, yet it was
ail over by 2 o'clock; ail seerned to be
satîsfied, yet a good deal wvas Ieft, which
was eaten for supper. The afternoon
was spent by the men at foot-bail, a
gaine of wvhich they are very fond.-
At dark they were ail collected. when,
after supper, an address was delivered,
and we closed by singiiig the Evening
Ilymn. Mrs. B. superintended the cool-..
ing department, and the arrangement
of the tables, and consequently hiad ber
bands quite fll. This seems a good
time to review the past, and I amn thauk-
fui to say that there is a very creditable
improvement visible since the last New-
Year's festival. We neyer had so many
coilected together before, nor have they
ever looked so dlean and respectable.
This lias been to ail a delightfui time
since the holidays commenced; but
they are now closed, and 1 arn tired.

Satnrday 3d. -This bas been the
coldest day we have had for the season;
thermomneter 431 0, wind strong from
N. W.

.Ppabbath 4th. - Stili colder to-day
,than *yesterday, the thermometer 440

below zero. A good congregation and
very attentive. I trust tbat tleirblav-
ing corne home to these services bas
been attended withi good.

Monday 6th.-Many of the Indians
bave come to say Ilicahc/aéa," (supposed
to be a corruption of the terni Il vhat

che,)as tliey are now starting for
their distant hunting grounds. About
Il o'clock, I went with the mien about
9 miles up the lake to select a suitable
place for a sawv pit, in order to get out
boards for clap-boarding and lining the
Cbuirch ; returned just after dark, bav-
ing Nvalk-ed about 20 miles mostly on
snow-shoes.

Thursday 8th.-We, this dlay, receiv-
ed letters and Papers froin Canadla, and
also severai copies of tbe "Wa,ýtcbnian"
l'rom England. A letter also came from
Mr. Wood, dated on the 7tb of last
M1ay, so tlîat it lias becia on ifs lvay no0
less tbian 8 montlîs. It is deiightfül to
know ibiat my proceedings have given
gene.rai satisfaction to ail concerned.
Recading our letters and papers gives
us very great pleasure.

Tuesday l3th.-As there is a prospect
of my ieaving tUis place for llossvilie,
Norway Houise, iii the summier, I ain
anxious ho get ail doue to flic Mission
that I possibly can, consequently I have
been very busy ail day makingr a door
for the new study.

Saturday I7th.-Mr. Wilson came to,
pay us a visit and spend the Sabbathi.

Sabbath l8tli.-Veriy few ait home,
mostly femaies and bildren. This
morning, just before concluding the
service, the roof of the Cbiurch took
fire, which causcd no littie commotion;
it was occasioned by the defective man-
ner in whichi the stove pipe was passed
through the roof; providentiaiiy but
littie damage ivas done, and it was soon
extinguished. A dwarf chimney must
be mrade as eariy in the Spring as pos-
sible. Mr. Wilson left this evening.

Thursday 22nd.-Late ]ast night I
was sent for by poor old Benjamin
Yates, who lias been very iii for sev-
eral montbs. In the beginning of De-
cember, on a Sabbath morning, whie
rteturning from Churcli, lie ruptured a
blood vessel in the lungs, and dis-
charged a quantity of b]ood. 1 suc-
ceeded in stopping the hemorrhage, but
in consequence of bis having long suif-
fered from pulmonary affection, and hia
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