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RETRIBUTION;

Or, thse last Lord of Duitiraven.

tav Mas. EMMA c. EMSBUSY.

0sz the coast of Glamorg-d1nshirc, about nine
miles south-east of Cowbridge, stanidÉ à high
rocky hoadland, projecting a considerable dis-
tance into the sea, and forming a point, called
by the natives, IlThe Witch's Point." This
elif', which is very iofty, and broken in a miost
picturesque manner, is the site of a building of
great antiquity, knowvn by the name of Dunra-
yecn Castle. The date of its erection is un-
known, but many parts of it appear to reseso-
hIe a religions house, rather than a fortalice,
and so many different, styles of architecture
are to ho found in different portions of the man-
sion, that there can be little doubt of its having
received additions from several succeeding pro-
prietors. À large chapel which formeriy occu-
pied a wing of the castle, has beon converted
into lodging-rooms, and beneath it is still to be
geen a walled arch, which is said to hoe the bu-
rial vault of the ancient lords of Dunraven.-
The elevatod situation of the castie, givos it fie
command of many beautiful views ; and on a
stormy day, when the surf dashes over the
high rocky cliff, the prospeot from the western
windows of the house is truly sublime. But
notwithstanding its picturosque beauties, Dun-
rayon Castle is a lonely and desolate abode.
A part of it only is in habitable order, and a
few old servants, whose duty it is to keep it
from uttor decay, are the only occupants of
the place, oxcept during about six weeks in the
liuntingseason, when the present owncr usual-
ly brings a pnrty of friends, to enjoy the sport
wbich his secluded. manor affords. The an-
cient race of theVaughanE-the former Lords
of Denravon, is extinet, and an English gentle-
man, a stranger to the blood of the original
proprietors, now bolds the tenure of the estate.
But the tradition connected with the extinc-
tion of ilie Vaughan' famiiy, is one of strange
and almost mysterious intereat, whilo tho dark
tragedy of whicb Dunraven was the scene,
rnay well accounit for its dcsertion and desola-
tion.

Many years of a wild and reckless life had
passed away, whon Thomas Vaughaçn, the last
Lord of Denravon, returned to take up bis
abode in the homne of bis ancestors. In bis
hoyhood, hisnamehad been only another word
for aIl that was misch-evious and evil; in his
cariy youth hie was an objeet of fear and dis-
like, not only to ail the tenants of Ls faxher's

manor, but also to ail the neighbouring peo*
santry; and, when, in the first ycars of iTan'
hood, he broke from ail the social restraints of
life, and Rled from Duniraven to plunge intO the-
excesses of London, no one, exceptingbi
broken-hearted parents, regretted bis abe"
from the scene of his youthful vices. to
that tinte, littie was known of his career, 1
cept from vague txnd Lîncertain rumour, but thO
knowledge of bis early habits rendered eerl
evil report probable. The death of bis aet
soon followed his desertion of them, and the
only evidence which his servants rec0iV 0
bis accession to the estate, was to be foufld i

the oYders which he gave for raisincr D18
from it, by, every possible means. TI he fineDi
hall was allowed to become dilapidated-tbe
woods were felled-the family plate was Iei
ed into coin, and every thing, in qhort, bofO
testimony to the wilful waste and prodi0itl
of the heir of the Vaughans. But at lengtb
even these resources failed, and nothiflg S
left but the tents of the farms which Opper'
tained to the estate. This was too sluggiohS
stregrm of wealth to the Young Lord of 19l
raven. He suddenly disappeared from il 11u5'
accustomed haunts-his leiters to the old Bte~'
ard ceased, and for nearly ten years lO '1
believed to be numbered with the dead.

But, wherever ho might have concealed hil'
self, or whatevor might have been his Oi0
of life during that long period, hie was certailYi
not without the moans of communicationli
bis native land; for, no sooner did the bei'a t

law con-nlence Pegal measures to take P0980'
sion of the Dunraven property, than ThO169
Vaughan re-appeared in England. Vague r"
mors were afloat rospecting bis longc 0900eCO
It was hinted that be had washed fr00n hi'
brow the sign of the cross, or, at least, hidden
it beneath the crescented turban, whîle
hand bad become too familiar with the cn
tar of aTurkish corsair. But these werewbo
peringa, vague and indistinct as the rustling 1
summer foliage. He had roturnied a ane
and (as it soemed,) a better man. li e
possessed wealtb, and while this, mn conlOctioo
witb bis bigh birth and prepossessin 1g in an nerg

afforded him a passport into the best societY O
every land, fow could ho found hardy D1b
to ask whence hie had derived the golden talle'
man ofpowor. Wbatever vices homigbtfl0W
retain, they were at least concealed ben0ot'
the voil of decorum, and Vaughan of DuI1rvesl
soon becam-e a favourite among the votane5
fashion. Ris extrenie beauty of pers0nl ro
dcred tbe fask of pleasing the gentler sex, 0


