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men dead and twenty-one wounded. The
President suffered but trifting damage, and
lost none of her crew—one only being wound-
ed, and that slightly. No censure was
passed on either of the Commanders by
dheir  respective  Governments.  Captain
- Bingham was deservedly applauded, for so
bravely fighting a vessel of 18 guns against
one of 44 ;3 whilst Commodore Rogers, after
having been brought to an open court-mar-
tial, at the request of the British ministerat
Washinglon, was hononrably acquitted.
During this inguiry, several of his officers
and crew were examined, who hore out his
statement, that the Little Belt fired the first
shot. o attempt a decision of the ques-
tion, * Who fived the first shot?” seems a
hopeless undertaking, where the evidence

on either side is dircetly contradictory,— | 1811

captain against captain, and ship against
ship: yeb it is Lut just to make the remark,
that both the probability of ihe case, and
other circumstances, distinet from the testi-
mony given in, are greatly against ihe
American.  1i is not prohable that a vessel
of cighteen guns siould have attacked
another of forty-four. No hestile design
can be attributed to Captain Bingham; for
his orders, which were made public after the
encounter, expressly cautioned him against
giving any unnecessary offence to the govern-
-ment or the people of the United States; and
an attack of his on an Ameriean {frigate
would have been a flagrant violation of those
orders, such as—we may conceive—no man
in his senses, how daring and impetuous
soever, would have attempted. The orders,
on the other hand, under which the Presi-
dent sailed, were never published, which is
somewhat singular; hut the United States
government disavowed, to Mr, Foster, the

British minister, the issuing of any orders | st

of an unfriendly character. In regard to
the Americanorders, however, it is connected
with our subject, though it may not he of
much importance to state, that an opinion
very generally prevaiied in the United States,
as Hr. Hildveth, the American historian, in-
forms us, that *“Rogers had pursued the
Liitle Belt, with the very purpose of aveng-
ing on her the still unatoned-for attack on
the Chesapeake.” In relation to this sus-
picion of a hostile purpose on the part of the
Yo' I.—n¥

Aumericans, we must attach great weight to
a remark made by Captain Bingham :—¢ By
the manver in which he (Commodore Re-
gexs) apologized, it appeared evident to me
that, had he fallen in with o British frigate,
he wouldeertainly have brought her toaction,
And what farther confirms sie in that opi-
nion is, that his guns were not only loaded
with round and grape shot, hut with every
scrap of iron that could he collected.” As
the British CGovernment was satisfied with
the disavowal of hostile orders on the partof
the United States Government, the matter
wis allowed to drop: and the excitement
arising from it at the moment soon dicd
away.

The President’s War

Dreacy
Mes<age, Jth November, The President, at the

close of the year, having
called Congress together after a shorter
reeess than usual, communicated to them,
on the -th November, & message, in which,
after cnumerating the subjects of complaing
against Britain (of which we have already
snid enough), he suggested the appeal to
arms in these words,—* Congress will feel
the duty of putting the United States into
an armonr and an attitude demanded by the
crisis, anil corresponding with the national
expectationg.”

Ihe Commitice on Forcign Afinirs
recommended the raising of 10,000
regulars and 50,000 militia, with other pre-
parations; but, such was the passionate
ardour of the Legislature, that the num-
bers voted were, by a majority
of 109 to 22, increased to 235,000.
regular troops, and a loan was agreed to of
ten millions of dollars.

Nov. 29,

Jan.ls, 1812,

Waa there, to any ex-
tent, & seeret under-
ding  between the
United — States  aund
France ?

At the very time that
the angry majority im
Congress were preparing
ihe unhappy collision
with  Great Britain, the privateers and
cruizers oi Irance,, as we have suaid, un-
der the professed revocation of the French
deerees, wexre repeatedly making  cap-
tures of American vessels, and seizing
their cargoes. 1t was less than one monih
prior to the declaration of war against
Great Britain, that a correspondence was

laid beiore Congress, by the President, he-



