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From Major-general Ross to Earl Bathurst.
‘Tonnant, in the Patuxent,
Aug. 30, 1814,
My Lord,

1 have the honor to communicate to your
lordship, that on the 24th instant, after de-
feating the army of the United States on
that day, the troops under my command en-
tered and took possession of the city of
Washington.

It was determined between Sir Alexander
Cochrane and myself, to disembark the
army at the village of Benedict, on the right
bank of the Patuxent, with the inten-
tion of co-operating with rear-admiral Cock-
burn, in an attack upon o flotilla of the
enemy’s pun-boats, wnder the command of]
commodore Barney. On the 20th instant,
the army commenced its march, having land-
ed the previous day without opposition ; on
the 21st it reached Nottingham, and on the
294 moved on to Upper Marlborough, a few
miles distant from Pig point, on the Patux-
ent, where admiral Cockburn fell in with,

exception of about 40 rallied by colonel Ragan,
after having lost his horse, and the whole or a
partof captain Shower’s company,both of whom
general Stansbury represents to have made,
even thus deserted, a gallant stand. The fall
which licutenant-colonel Ragan received from
his horse, together with his great efforts to
maintain his position, rendered him unabie to
follow the retreat; we have therefore to lament
that this gallant and excellent officer has been
taken prisoner; hehas, however, been paroled,
and I met him here, recoveringfrom the bruises
occasioned by his fall.  The loss of bis services
at this moment is scrious.

The 5th Baltimore regiment, under lieute-
nant-colonel Sterrett, being theleftof brigadier-
general Stansbury’s brigade, still, howerver,
stood their ground, and exeept for a moment,
when part of them recoiled a few steps, re-
mained firm, and stood until ordered to retreat,
vith 2 view to prevent their being outflankeu.

The reserve, under trigadier-general Smith;
of the district of Columbia, with the militia of
the city and Georgetown, with the regulars
and some detachments of Maryland militia,
flanked on their right bycommodore Barney
and his brave fellows, and lieutenant-colonel
Beal, still were to the right on the hill, and
n;i:_nntaiucd the contest for some time with great
cftect.

It is not with me to report the conduct of
commodore Barney and his command, nor can
Ispeak from observation, being too remote; but
the concurrent testimony of all who did observe

and defeated the flotilla, taking and destroy-
ing the whole. IHaving advanced within
16 miles of Washington, and ascertained
the force of the enemy to be such as might
authorize an attempt at carrying his capital,
I determined to make it, and accordingly
put the troops in movement on the evening
of the 23rd. A corps of about 1200 men ap-
peared to oppose us, but retired after firing
a few shots. Onthe 24th, the troops resum-
ed their march, and reached Bladenshurg,
a village situate on the left bank of the
eastern branch of the Potomac, abont five
miles from Washington.

On the opposite side of that river, the
enemy was disGovered strongly posted on
very commanding heights, formed in two
lines, his advance occupying a fortified
house, which, with artillery, covered the
bridge over the eastern branch, which the
British had to pass. A broad and straight
road leading from the bridge to Washington,
ran through the enemy’s position, which
was carefully defended by artillery and ri-
flemen.

them, does them the highest justice for their
brave resistance, and destructive effect they
produced on the enemy. Commodore Barney,
after having lost his horse, took post near one
of his guns, and there unfortunately received a
severe wound in the thigh, and he also fell into
the hands of the enemy. Captain Miller, of the
marines, was wounded in the arm fighting
bravely. From the best intelligence, there re-
mains but little doubt that the cnemy lost at
least 400 killed and wounded, 2nd of these a
very unusual portion killed.

Qur loss cannot, T think, beestimated at more
than from 30 to 40 killed, and 50 {0 60 wounded
they took altogether about 120 prisoners.

You will readily understand that it is impos-
sible for me to speak minutely of the merit or
demerit of particular troops so little known to
me from their recent and hasty assemblage.
My subsequent movements for the purpose o
preserving as much of my force as possible,
gaining reinforcements, protecting this place,
you alrcady know.

I am, with very great respect, sir, your

obedient servant,
W. H. WINDER,
Hon. J. Armstrong, Scc. of War.  brig-yen.
10th mil. dist.

N.B. We have to lament that captain Sterrett,
of the 5th Baltimore regiment, has also been
wounded, but is doing well. Other officers, no
doubt, deserve notice, but I am as yet unableto
particularize.



