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kEan .Aajor-geqncral Ross IoE Bar BDathcurst.
Tonnant, in bbc Patuxent,

My Lord,
.Aug,,. 30, 1814.

I blave the honor te, communicate to your
lordsbip, blînt on the 24tIh instant, after de-
featingý the arniy of the Unitcd States on
that day, the troops under my comnîand en-
tered and took possession cf the eity of
Wislîington.

It was determined be-tween Sir Alexander
Cochrane and miyseif, te, disexnibark the
army at the village cýf Benediet, on the right
bank of Uie Patuxent, *with the inten-
tion of co-operating -witlî rear-admiral Cock-
humn, in an attaek upon a flotilla of thel
elumy's, gun-beats, under the comnîand of
cmmiodore Bayney. On tbe 2Oth instant.,

the army coîwmnenced its niarcb, having land-
ed tue previous day -%vithout'opposition ; on
the 21st lb reached Nottinglinm, and on tbc
22d nioved on to Upper Marlborough, a few
miles distant froni Pig point, on the Patux-
ent, wvbere admirai cockburn felu in with,

exception of about 40 rallicd by colonel Ragan,
after having lest bis herse, and the 'wbolc or a
partef captain Sliowcr's coxnpany,botla of wbom
general Stansbury represents to have made,
even thus dcsertcd, a -allant stand. The fait
VIbich lieutenant-colonel iagn rcceivcd fren
his horse, tegetlier with bis great efforts to
niaintain bis position, rcndcrcd bini unable to
follow bbc retreat; ire have therefore to lament
that buis gallant and excellent officer has been
taken prisener; behoas, bowcvcr, been paroled,
and I met bita here, recoverinigfroin tbc bruises
occasioed by bis fail. The loss cf bis services
at this moment is senicus.

The 5tlh Baltimore regiment, under lieute-
niant-colonel Sterrett, being the leftof brigradier.
general Stansbury's brigade, stili, bowever,
stood thecir ground, and except for a moment,
wçhen part of themi rccoiled a fen' steps, re-
îaiicd firiin, and stood until ordered to retreat,
ivitlx a view to prevent blicir being outflankeu.

The reserve, under brigadier-general Smith;
cf the district of Columbia, -with the anilitia of
tici city and Georgetown, with the regulars
and some detachînents of Maryland militia,
flanked on bbcir riglit bycommodore flarney
and bis brave fcllows, and lieutenant-colonel
Beal, stiIl irere to the riglit on the liill, and
inaintaincd tbc coutest for sonie Urne 'witb great
efl'ect.

lb is not with nie to report the cenduot of
comnmodore flarncy and bis command, ner catn
I speak, frein observation, bcing too reinote; but
the concurrent testinmonyr of ail who did observe

and defonted the flotilla, taking and destroy-
ing tbe 'whole. Ilavin- advanced witlîin
16 nmiles of Washington, and ascertaiued
the force of the enemy to be sueh as -nght
authorize an attempt at carrying bis capital,
I deterînined to niale it, and accordingly
put tho troops in Movement on tbe evenling
of bbe 23rd. A corps of about 1'200 men ap-
peared to oppose us, but retircd after firiiîîg
a few shots. On tbc 24tb, the broops resurni-
cd thecir niarchi, and reachcd Bladensburg,
a village situate on the left bank of tbe
eastcrn brandi cf tbe Potomac, about five
miles froni Washington.

On tbe opposite side of that river, the
enenly Wnas disc'overcd strongly posted on
very commnanding liciglîts, fornîed in twvo
lines, biis advance cccupying a forbillcd
bouse, ibib, ivith artillery, covered tixe
bridge ever tue castemu branch, Ivlicb he
British had te pass. A. broad and straighit
rond leading fromi tue bridge to Washington,

ran throughi the encemy's position, which
Nvas carefully defended by artillery and ri-
ficînen.

them, dees theni tbc higbiest justice for tlheir
brave resistance, and destructive effect tlaey
produccd on bbe cnemy. Commodore linny,
after baving lost bis herse, bock post near elipe
cf bis gunis, and there unfortunntely rcceived a
severe 'wound in bbc bbigbi, and lie aise feul inte
the bauds cf bbc enemy. Captain Millii, cf the
marines, vras îvounded in the anm fighting
bravely. Froni the besb intelligence, tbcrc re-
mains but little doubt that tlic encniiy lest nt
lcast 400 killcd and woundcd, and of these a
very unusual portion killed.

Our lcss cannot, 1 tbink, be esbimatcd at more
blian fromi 30 te 40 killed, and 50 te, 60wo unded
tbey ýteck nltogether about 120 priseners.

You 'will rcadily understand tliat it is impos-
sible for Rie te, speak xninubcly cf the menit or
demerit cf particular trceps so little known te
nme frei tlieir recent, and basty assemblage.
My subsequcîît movements for bbc purpose o
prcserving as xuuch cf my force ns possible,
gaining reinforcenxents, protecting tbis place,
yen alrcndy kincv.

1 am, wîitb vcry grent respect, sir, your
obedient servant,

lion. .T. ArmstronigSccfWr bi-cn
lOtib mil. dist.gScofWr i-tn

N.-B. Wce have te lament tbab captain Sterrett,
cf tu e oth Blaltinmore reginîcent, lias aIse been
,,rounded, but is dcing- ircl. Other officers, ne
dcubt, deserve notice, but I auni as yet unable te
particularize.


