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pride is sucli thiat w~e pretend to tînder-
stand, comiprehiend and measiýe every-
thing. W~e select as the standard of
weight, dimension and speed, our miser-
able stature of 5 feet i0 inchies, our
wveight of i 6o liounds, and our slow speed
of three or four miles an hour. Any
thing tlîat excecds tl,'-se standards is to tys
a cause of surpirise and wonder. An ele-
pliant fis us with astonishmnent. We
look at the whiale, the king mionster of the
deep, wîth 'vidc-opened eyes, and tlien
rub thenm, doubting whethcr thiey deceive
uis or îîot. '1hus, whien we gz.upon
tliese gigantic: fier>' globes roamiing throughi
space, our terrestrial home appears to us,
coi aratively spe. king, a niere not bing,
like one of tliose myriads of atomis thiat
dance in a sunbeani.

No%,ý if youi penetrate further inio the
boundless deep, furthier than tlie platiets,
you soon discover what are termied the
fixed stars. Six thousand of theni can be,
cotinted witlb die naked eye. But if you
take a telescolie you -'%ay conteniplate ilie
fairy spectacle of 75,000,000 stars (livided
into îo categories. 75,000 OecO Of stars!
A real archip)elaý,o floating, in illiiiiitalile
space!1 %Vhat a grand spectacle ! W'e
kilo%%, not the particular destinition of
eaclî of these luininous globes whichi enîit
thieir radiance frnm afar , but, inesides
answering purîboses in the Creator's plan
worthy of lus perfection and of thieir nîa'--
nitude, tlîey alsiu have rit least a remiote
relation to mari in the decorations tbiey
tlîrow around bis eartlîly miansion. They
serve as a glorious ceilin- to biis habita-
tion :like so manx- thousand sparkling
diamonds tlîey are liîîng up) in the magini-
ficent canopy wlîich covers bis ahode.
What are the ceilin.gs of our royal palaces,
glittering with gold and crystal. or the
decorations of a Vauxhiaîl or a Versailles.
garden i itli tlîeir thousands of varicgated
lamps, compared to ten tlîousand suns
diffusing their l)eamis over our habitation
froni regions of space inmeasurably dis-
tant? Tlîe stars not only idorn the roof
of our sublunary miansion but they are iii
many respects useful to man. They serve
to guide the traveller both on sea and
]and; they direct tie navigator throughi
the pathless ocean. They serve as a
magnificent tinie piece and deternine the
true length of the days and years, and

mîark withi accuracy ail their divisions.
Gentlenmen, w~hile roaniing the aerial

I)lains and leaping froni star to star, 1
have, I fear, forgotten to mention our
kind neighbour the ioon-Mvadamie la
Lune-thus offending against the miles of
eti(luette with regard to one of the fair
sex. It is no voluntary nîistake of mine,
and if I have sinned thîrougli xîuasculirie
stiffhess the fauîr itiust he repaired at
once. 'lhere are mnany nioons, you know;
tliere is the lialf moou, the full nînon, the
April nîoon, the nev noon and the
hionuey-nioon. To discourse on the latter
nuîght offer sonie attraction to a certain
nnuluber of miy lucarers, but 1 feel I ain
quite inconilpetent anud hav'e no speciai
mission to treat tliat subject. I shahl
mlereiy sp)tak of thue moon such as it ap-
îucCIrs to us.

The 11ioo1 is an opaqqje body: it bor-
rows ils highît froi the suri and revolves
around the eartbi once a m-ontb.

A fewb words concerning the topography
of Ouîr satellite. '1'hîe inoon is a mioun-
tainous globe. MNany of thiese nîountains
have the shape of a sugar loaf. ' Tlîirty of
theni attain the heighit oh five and even
six muiles. Circular nîountains witiî circu-
lar cavities, the (liamieter of wvlicli reaches
25 and -0 miles, are seen in die southern
hienrisphiere of our satellite ; sometinies
niouutiins ris.ý froîn the centre of these
cavi!ies. \Vlîei viewed thîroughi the nîost
powerfîîl telescope thic moon appears to
us as if secn witlî the naked eye at the
distance of 6o rmiles oniy. Vet Fuch dis-
tance does not pernmit uis to ascertain
wlîethier it is inhabited or not. Since no
chouids hiave ever been seen Ioating on its
surface aEtrononîers have couic to the
sonîewbazt liasty conclusion thiat there are
neither seas, nor rivers or streanms in the
moon, for if there were any thiese waters
would, iii the absence of an atmospiere
be reduced to vapour and forni clouds.
The geograpiîical aspect of the nîoon is
that of a solid arid mîass very rugged at its
surface. Destined by God Almiighty to
iule the nîght lier empire is that of soli-
tude, silence and peace. She is our
nearest neighbour and follows the earth
in its vertiginous waitz around tlîe suni.
She i5 250,000 miles from us; a mere
trifie 'vheu compared with the prodigious
distances we have aiready mentioned.


