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by destroying in, herseif the tender heart
of flesh. Though in some quarters "The
Princess" did flot meet with approval, for
the simple reason that its iniport was not
understood. Yet the general trend of
criticismn was in its favor ; and like good
wvine, it flavor bas improved with age.
Mvr. Stoddard ranks it with "lCornus" and
IlMidsurnmer Night's Dream," while the
beautiful songs which appeared in the
second edition, viz: Il As Through the
Land," "lSweet and Low," '-The Spien-
dor Falls on Castle Walls," "lHomne They
Brougbt Mer Warrior Dead," '*Ask Me
No More," Mr. Stedmnan considers to be
Ilfinest group of songs produced in our
century.»

In i85o appeared "In Memorian," by
the great majority of scholars and litera.-
teurs considered to he Tennyson's master-
piece. Thougb bis name did flot grace
the title page, yet the world soon tr-iced
its authorship to birn. It is a collection
of poemis on a vast varicty of subjects,
but ahl united to the miemory of bis bosom
iriend, Arthur Hallanm, w~ho died seven-
teen years before. Hallarn had been
Tennyson's cohlege companion, bis
sister's accepted suitor, and the dearest of
ail men to the poet. Mr. Gladstone calîs
the poemn Ilthe richest oblation ever
offered by the affection of friendship at
the tornb of the departed." But tbough
undoubtedly wvrittcn to the memnory of
bis friend, Peter Bayne is rigbt wheui he
says, "'Hallarn, strictly speaking, is flot
the subject of the poem; lie bas rnerely
fürnished the occasions and suggestions
for it. About 130 pieces, each complete
in itself, are knit into a truc poetic unity
by being set to one key.note, provided
witb one senttment, colored by one feel-
ing, idea, thought. More is flot required
of any one of then than that it shail have
some relation, even though indirect and
distant, to the friendship between Hallam
«ind*Tennyson. They thus btcome to a
very large extent cutobiographical, and
thieir autobiographical interest is bigher
than their biographical, in the proportion
in which Alfred Tennyson is a more im-
lportant and iriteresting person than
Arthur Hallam' l'le same year, x85o,
saw the death of Wordsworthi, and the
the laureate crown, thus left without a
wearer was, with the unanimous approval

~j of the Enghish people, bestowed upon

Tennyson. The laurel rested upon a
wortby brow, a far worthier one than rnany
among bis predecessors in the Laureate-
ship could boast, for whorn political con-
sideration in rnany cases won the distino-
tion It is said fhat wben the then Min-
ister was approached with the request to
name Tennyson for the Laureatesbip, hie
answered that he did flot know Mr. Ten-
nyson, whereupon IlUlysses" was read
to bimn. Having an ear for hartnony and
a taste appreciative of true poetry, the
Minister said that the author of such a
composition was well worthy of the crown
wbich Wordsworth bad worn, and named
him, for tbe vacancy. This year also saw
him married to Miss Emily Sellwood,
daughter of a Horncastle lawyer. It
seems thet when Tennyson first made his
approaches to Miss Emnily, the worthy.-
lawyer wvas flot very well pleased with his
daughiter's preference for the young poet.
iBut at the time of tlîeir niarriage bis ob-
jections had doubtless been dispelled, for
Tennyson had by this time acquired such
farne as fewv men in the nation could
boast, and wvas well on the way to fortune.

In his officiaI capacity of Laureate-
Tennyson wrote very little, the "lOde on
tbe Deatb of the Duke of Wellington"
and IlThe Charge of the Liglit Brigade,"
being the only lines worthy of note.
These appeared in the same volume as
IlMaud,> published in i855, which met
witb less success than any other of the
poet's more extensive compositions. The
JYesmiins/er Review, proclaimed it to be
"9scarccly more than a residuum of
Alfred Tennysoù." This year also, the
University of Oxford conferred upon him
-the degree of D.C. He declined a
baronetcy sonie years later, but in 1883,
accepted a peerage as Baron Tennyson
of Aldworth, Sussex, and of Freshwater,
Isle of Wright.

The IlIdylls of the King," upon which
bis fame to a great extent rests, were
conîmenced some years later, and con-
tinued almost down to our own time.

Enoch Arden and Other Poeis,11 pub-
lished in 1864, "lQueen Mary," in 1875,
Il Harold"» in 1877, "The Lover's Tale"'
inl 1879, IlLocksley Hall, Sixty Years
After," in 1 886, and inany others at inter-
vening peri ds, make up tbe complemnent
of bis worke. In 1852 a son was born to
the poet, whomn lie narned Hallam, after


