
THE OWL.

Thomias Grattan Esmionde said ;vhen hie
visited your city, the Ipoticemen appear to
relpresent the Etiglisli Governrnent and, as
we have a plentiful supply of English
Governent in Ireland, wve have t)lCftY
of policemen wiho corne to be looked til on
a s groverniient men. So, Mhen our young
heroes shout 1« the horneys," every door is
opened and is ready to, receive the very
children to wvhoni but a fewv moments be-
fore, they wvould have, had they tlic
chance, administered a sound thrash ing.
The policeman thus baffled walks to the
toi) of the ilii, there to await the re-
appearance of the youths, in order to have
their naies at let, for a Sifliions to
court :but no, they are too wise for hini.
One of them, with a car on his back,
makes his appearance at the distance of a
few yards froni tie peeler, who seeing the
chance of a capture inimiediaitely gives
chase. It neyer occurs to himi that the
fugitive is laughling, at huni and is only
drawingý, off his attention from flie others.
Ohi no!1 the necler in Ireland has an idea
that no one is to smnart for imii in this
case there is one, for the runaway is, " lead-
ing imii a dance " over walls, ezc , tilt lic
arrives at the toi) of a steel) Iiut ivhen
jumping on his car down lie goes, leaving
the poor policeman "feeling awfully
chca-p." Sometimies this officer, ar gered
by th thouit of losingr his ganie, Coni-
tinues thc chase by also sliding clown the
hilI, but hie is sure to be blocked up, bc-
fore lic arrives at the nmiddle and s0
reaches the bottorn head forernost. But,
as is generally the case, wvhun lie does flot
continue the pursuit down the bill, hie
returns in no very amiable mood to his
former guatd, only to find ail the young--
sters who corne out as soon as hie starts
to pursue tic other, sliding as gaity as
ever. 0f course lus appearance is a

gnrlsignal to " pull up." The officer
will flot be fooled tlîis timie at lcast, and
nothing ivili movc lîin froni bis post, but
ah ! thcy are yet too smiart, for imi. Do
what they, will, tlîey can flot miake hini
leave his p)ost, and yet the sliding is too
good to bu relinquished, so what do tlîey
do? They ail retire into sonme yard or
other and hold a council, s0 near the

policenman, that lie can hear their voices,
but not their wvords. At length there is a
great calmi thc meeting is dissolved. Not
a word is heard :not a boy is seen. It is
said that a cairn generallv foretetîs a storni
and in tlîis case atIclast, it is truc, for, as
the bobby begins to congratulate imiiself
on the success of his exertions, wvhist !a
rumibling noise is liear in the distance and
after continuing tor sonie time rouses the
p)olicemnz fromn the lethargy int wbhich
the great calm, has throwvn imi. After
listening for sorne timie the awfut truth
breaks on inii, the sliders have betaken
themiselves by the back roads to another
JIil :but the wvorst of il is that they have
been foolitng Iimii, and this above ail can
ruot be borne. So off hie goes and again
pts an end to tlueir sliding, but flot 10
their mnerrimient. for far fromi annoyin-;
thenu, a chase 110w and again, is almiost
necessary to keep up the steaiiu There
go, the stiders helter-skelter, their carq on
their backs, while the policemian's naine is
coulcd wvith an ele, nt soub-iqutei, as for
instance Hlerrîngback H-aiiilton and Cowld-
foot M.\cLi.ugh lin, the former so callcdl
fromn the exquisite shape of his spine, and
the latter on account of Uic exceedingy
delicate sial) of luis pedals while walking:
and îlîus yelling and screaming, the siid-
ing club have the field, only to be again
cathght at their former slicle. This takes
place several timies ecd day, until i Jast
tuc discomfitted jîceler retires altogether,
wvhilst the sliders rejoicing. in their victory
continue their gaine tilt late at nighit, wvhen
they retire and after congratulating one
another on their escapes during the day,
go home perhaps for the first tinie that day
and after partaking of a good supper, gO
to bcd to, drearn o? sleighing on imaginary
huIls, of fighting %vith or escaping froni
imiagi'uary p)olicemien, over whonî they aI-
ways gain a victory, and tluus ends the
first cay of the slides. It =.y flot ajpear
rnuch to Canadian readers, but for youilg
Irish lads it is just 50 rnuch as to put a stol)
to, studyý (for tlic schools arc closed for a
month), wvhile the frost lasts or while thiere
is any chance of tlue above scene in
repcated.
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