
Trhe Story of Cain and Abel

Lesson IV. THE STORY 0F CAIN AND ABEL Jaxiuar-y 27, 1907
BETWEEN THE LESSONS -Gud biad l>ruitounccd a ourz5e upion the serpent, a:-d given tho promnise

of a Sa% jour. Next, He scî.tuaccs, firat, tho Wuziîan. and thoni tho mari, tu puîaislimrit, fur their disobiedience
ch. 3. 10, 17. *l'le gruutid, too, sb curbed, v. 18. The chief peunalty of sin u as dcath, vs. 19, 22, 24. God sonds
tire transgrc.ssors furth fruont EdIe, jjlUCuîîg at the eat uf the gardon winged creaturesq, callcd cherubira, and
a flaming 8word, to "kcep the n'ay uf the trec of l*fe,'* v. 24. After this, two sons wero born to our first
parents-Gain, who became a tiller of the soli, atitl Abel, wlio becucme a keeper of 2licep.

GOLDEN TEXT-Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.-z John 3 : 'S.

Meninze Vs. 8-10. THE LESSON PASSAGE-Gen. 4 : -15. Study the ehapter.
3 Auîd in crees > tiînit A t-.aîo tu that Caiia lirtiiir ?Anid hoe iad, 1 kiiuw flot . Ar-n I my

brouglit of the fruit of the groundc an offeriîîg unto brotlîei's keeper ?
the lýoin. 10 Aîid hoe said, M'hat hast thou donc ? the voice

4 And! A'h)el. hoe also brought of the fir.stlillgs of of thy brotber's blood crieth unto ine fromn the ground.
lus flock anid af the fat thereof. And the oii hau, id 11 Aîîd now «Iart thou cur.-ed fro!-. the earth, whiclh
respect. ulîtu A'bel and ta bis offcring bath opened bier moutlî to rec'Žie thy brother's blood

l ti from thy banc!;5But unto Cain and to bis uffcring ho ia iot 12 When thou tillest the grouîîd. it shall fot
re.spect Xnrl Cain wiLç very wrotb, and bis rnuni- bcîicefurth yield uritu thce bier btrength. a fugitive
tenance foll. aur! a ' vagabond shaît thou ho in tire earth.

6 And tho Laîu> said unta Cain. Why art thou 13 And Cain said unto the Loit»), 'ty punisthînent
wroth ? and why is thiy countenanco fallon ? is groator than 1 can bear.

7 If tbou dacs-,t wvell, shtal. thou nut be accepteil 14 I3ehold. thou hast driven me out this day frnm
and

1 
if thon dIocst flot wvcIl. sin 1 lietli ut tire door. the face of tic 3earth: aund from thy faco shall 1 be

And unto thee shall bc bis desire. and thou shalt rule Juil; and I shal! ho a fugitive and a 4vagabond iii the
ovor him. earth; and it shal! corne to pass, imat 

0
ovcry one that

findeth me shah! slav ine.8 And Gain 2talkcd 'vitl A'bcl bis brother : maid 1.5 Arnd the Loîltu smid( unto him, Therefore who-
it caine ta pass. wh-len tliey 'vore in the field. thiat soover slayet!i Gain. vengeance shall ho taken on
Gain rose up against A'bcl bis brother, Lund slow Iiiia. him sovonfold. And the Lailt» 7

miet. a mark upon
9 And the Lîcrmiaid unto Cain, Wlire isA'bcl thy Gain, lest. any fiîiding hîim should 8kill bim.

Revlsed Version-' caucheth; told ; 3 
cursed art thou frômn t le ground; wandcrer - 5 

ground ; 6 
who-

soever findeth ; 7 appointcd a sigii for; ssmite.
Dafly Readings-(Courtesy, IBRA- -Tostory ai Caini and Abel, Gen. 4 : 3-15. T.-The sin

of hatrcd, 1 John 3 : 10-18. W.-AboI's faith, Hcb. Il : 1-6. Th.-Envy and strife, James 3 :13-18. F.-
WVorks of the flcsh, GaI. .5 : 13-26. S.-Sacriiée rejectedl, Prov. 15 : 1-9. S.-Anger condcmned, Matt. 5 :
17-24.

THE LESSON
I. WoILsHip. 3-5. ]En process of time; after

Cain and Abel had becomo mature mon. Gain was a
fermer, and Abel a keepor off shecp, v. 2. DilTerence
of occupation may have been partly the cause of the
jcalousy and atrifo bctwcen the two brothers, as it
often is amongmnnstili. Erouglit. .an offering;
a sacrifice, probm±bly laid upon an. altar. Wlîethcr
God taught mon at the first ta worship Ilim in this
way. or îvbetber thcy -began of their owa accord
thus ta excpress their gratit.ude for Hiis gifts, aîîd thîcir
desire for Ilis blossing. wc cannot tel]. Ffrstllngs;
the fi*rsathara wldch God afternvards rccjuired. Ex. 22:
29,- 30. Fat ; fat pioces, hîighly prizcd portions of
the animal, anid thoreforo oflcred regularly on the
altar (sec Lev. 1 - S;- Num. 18 : 17). Had respect
unto ; roccivcd with approval, cxprcs-ced in some
%vay not recorded. Why did God treat thie oflorimigs
af tho two '%orshipers so diffcrcntly ? Two dul-
answors have bc-en givon : (1) Thero was sonie fauît
in Cain's heart mund lifo, which rcndcrcd bis gilts dis-
plcaaing ta God ; (2) God required a sacrifice ai bhood,
as in subsequent times (soc Hcb. 9 - 22). Thc firat
seems the truc answcr. (Sec 1 John 3:312; HIcb. il:-
*; Judo. v. il.) Cain was very wroth ; litcrahly
it burncd with Gain cxccodingly "'-.nger is an

ungove-rncd fire
6, Z. sin coucheth, etc. (Rov. Ver.). flic slnful

aci. is hiko a boas!, of prey crouching ait Cain's door,
waiting for him to step out and faîl into its power.
Unto thee . . hic dosLre. As tlîis verso rcads in
thc ordinary- Versinn, h is " rcfcri ta Abel, and the

EXPLAINED
meaning is, tlîat Cain lias no reason to be jealous of
Abel, fur, if hoe beliaves rightly, bis younger brother
ndI look up tu him and obey huma Thse Rev. Ver.

AN ANCIENT ALTAR
The earliest altars for Gad's waorship were built af

rude stones. Besido tho aitar theo worshipper slow a
gictim The blood was cither poured over thse stone.
or thse stone was smcarcd with it In this way the
blood was offercd to God.
Margin, liowover, changes the - bis " ta I its", which
thon refers ta sin, and the mcaning is, inet Gain ought
to master sin, beforn it bocomes tao strong for him.

JI. MuRDpn.-S. Tise field ; the opeon country,
porliaps as distinguisbcd fram the immnediate nciglu-


